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legw'lative Elooculblp,
Thursday, 11th Anigus!, 1927.

Questions: Long service leAVe, regUlation
Newc astle Street sWchool .. .. .
WVater S'wppy, Northern suburbs .. ..
Tilber riglits aisd revenule .. .. ..

Acdrcass-in-repiy, sewnt di ay ............. ...

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-LONG SERVICE LEAVE,
REGULATIONS.

Mr. J. Machalum SMITH asked the Pre-
mlier: When will the regulations relating to
Icu~g service leave, announced by him last
year, be submnitted to the Housel

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier) replied: Details are nearing
finality, and the regulations will be published
shortly.

QUESTION--NEWCASTLE STREET
SCHOOL.

'Mr. J. Macallurn SMITH asked the Pre-
muier: 1, Why is the Newcastle-street school
being closed'? 2, Do the department intend
to provide another school in the same local-
ity for the benefit of the small children, as
suggested by a deputation to the Minister
for Education and approved of by him?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier) replied: 1, To enable the build-
ing- to be converted into a Junior Technical
S chool. 2, This question has been under con-
sidleration in connection with the draft Esti-
mnates, and an early decision may be antici-
pated.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY, NOR-
THERN SUBURBS.

Mr. J. Iacallumt SMITH asked the Min-
ister for Works: I - Is be aware that the
water supplied to the northern suburbs is
as filthy and unfit for domestic use as ever?
2, What is the department doinz, other than
flushing the pipes, to improve the service?
3, When may usgers expect to be supplied
regularly with clean water?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, The depart-
nieat are not aware that the water supplied to
the Northern suburbis has at any time been
filthy and unfit for domestic use. The water

['Aol: has been discoloured at times with rust fromt
263
263 the pipes. 2, To reduce the corrosive qua!-
2o ity of the water it is treated with lime both
26 at the diversion weirs and the various service

reservoirs. All new extensions are laid with
cement-lined pipes. 3, Occasional discoloura-
tion of the water with rust is inevitable so

4.30 long as iron pipes not thoroughly protected
from the water are. used.

QUESTION-TIMBER RIGHTS AND
REVENUE.

Mr. J1. H. S111TH asked the Premier: 1,
What is the area over which Millar's Timber
Company have either hewing or milling
righits? 2, What amtount was received for
rent or royalties for the year ended 30th
,June, 1927? '3, What is the area over which
all other firms, companies, or individuals
(excluding the State Sawmills) have either
hewing or milling rights, including all tim-
ber sold by tender or auction! 4, What
amount was received for rent or royalties
from such firms, companies, or individuals
for the year ended the 30th June, 1927? 5,
What was the highest rate of royalty per
load received for timber sold by auction-
(a) milling, (b) hewing?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier), re-plied: 1, 468,053 acres. 2,
Rent £925. Royalties (excluding Sandal-
wood) £148,558. 3, 859,690 acres. 4, Rent
nil. Royalties £85,051. 5, Highest rate Of
royalty per load (received during 1927) for
timber sold by auction during 1926-(a)
milling, Ss. 9d.; (b) hewing, £2; or, highest
i-ate of royalty per load received for timber
sold by auction during 1 92 7 -(a) milling,
8s. 6d.; (b) hewving, £1 Os.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. BROWN (,Pingelly) [4.41]: I natur-
ally feel pleased at again having an oppor-
tunity to speak on the Address-in-reply.
When we go up) for re-election we never
know whether we gmall he returned or not.
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flowerer, I am extremely g-ratified that the
electors have had sufflict confidence in me
to send me back to the Assembly. The first
time 1 spoke in this Chamber, I mentioned
that 1 had not too strong a leaning towards
party politics, that in fact I was rather in-
clined towards elective Mfinistries. Af ter
lighting the last election, I am firmly con-
vinced that the system of elective ministries
-should be adopted. Before the general elec-
tion a prominent Parliamentarian told me
that lie was going to my electorate to fight
for his party's candidate. I told him I did
not mnind so7 long as he fought fairly. His
rejoinder was that there was no such thing
as fighting fairly when contesting an elec-
tion under the system of party politics. He
added, "Everything is fair in love and war.'
After my experiences during the contest I am
inclined to think the Parliamentarian in ques-
tion is just about right. An ordinary lay
mind, such as I possess, still fails to see why
a system of elective 'Ministries could not be
inaugurated. Let us fight our elections, and
after that let as elect a Ministry from the
whole House. Under those conditions the
legislation passed would be good and for the
benefit of the State as a whole.

Mfr. Lutey: How many parties were fight-
ing you?

Mr. BROWN: Three. The party of the
(he lion. member intet-jecting missed the bus.
I ant sorry the candidate in question did
miss the bus, because the Premier came up
to help) him. I believe the lion. gentleman
was to make some highly important an-
nouncements in mn'y electorate. However,
when he found that his candidate had missed
the bus, the Premier merely talked about the
time when he was minding turkeys and how
he got a jolly good hiding for losing them.
T wish specially to refer to the admin-
istration of certain departments. I do not
wish the Houmr to be under the impression
that my, criticism is going to be purely de-
structive and none of it constructive. Prob-
ably I shall have a little of each to offer.
The first department I desire to touch upul
is the Treasury. The Premier and Treasurer
has said-and I have no doubt his statement
is correct-that he has a surplus of £28,000
for the financial year just closed. The Leader
of the Opposition fails to see it. The mem-
ber for Beverle *y (Mr. C. P. WansbrougM)
says the surplus consists; of receipts from
the vermin tnx. To my lay mind it is dif-
ficult to decide which is right, but I am

strongl~y disposed to think that a statement
made by the Premier of the State must be
pretty well correct. In any case, it is most
,ratifying to leairn that we have a surplus.
One peculiar thing about the finances,
though, is that while we have, according to
statements published in the Press, a huge
credit balance at the end of June, there is
alw-ays a tremendous debit balance at the end
(if July. I do not know how that comes
about, or what the system of bookkeeping
is; bunt as soon as we get into July a tre-
miendous deficit accumulates. However, I am
pleased to know that the deficit for last
July is less than it has been for the same
nionth in previous years. There is a good
season ahead of us, and probably at the close
of the current financial year we, shall have a
Imore substantial surplus than the present
ne. One of th3 most important announce-

mnents made from the Premier's Department
i-elates to the arrangement for the abolition
of the per capita payments. Probably the
Premier had no alternative hut to accept
what was offered, for it was entirely in the
hands of the Federal Government. He had
to accept what the Federal Parliament had
passed.

iAti. facallum Smith: Why do you
say lbe had no alternative?

Mr. BROWN: Well, the only alternative
is secession, and we have as much chance of
getting that as we have of flying over the
moon.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, you are
wrong. We shall have an opp~ortunity for
(liscussing it soon.

Mr. BROWN: One thing, under the new
agreement, we are to get certain moneys for
58 years. With the sparse population we
have, probably for many years that ar-
rajngemnt wvill be in our favour. Hut if
Wester-u Australia is going to advance, ais I
think she is, we shall have a very much
larger population at the end of a decade,
and so the ar-rangemuent may no longer be in
our favour. It must not be overlooked that
as our population increases, so, too, will our
wealth, and if the Commonwealth is going
to abandon the field of direct taxation, it
may be all right for us. But the Common-
wvealth is not doing that; it is still going to
maintain a certain amount of that taxation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: All of it.
Mr. BROWN: It is maintaining the in-

come taxation, merely reducing the amount
by 40) per centt. If adversity should ever come
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to the Commonwealth, it stands to reason
the Commonwealth will restore that taxation
to the old level. Still, as I say, if the Corn-
nionwealth really did abandon the field of
direct taxation, probably we should benefit
by the arrangemniet made. However, when
ever~ything is in the balance, I have
yet to learn that the new arrangement
will be in the best interests of West-
ern Australia. The next thing I wish
to mention iii relation to the Premier's
IDepartment is the North-West. We should
have much more information before we
agree to cede to the Commonwealth any
part of the North-West. Some time ago,
last session or the session before, the House
passed a resolution to the effect that a
Royal Commission should he appointed to
report on the disabilities and capabilities
of the North-West. I am at a loss to
understand why that Commission has not
been appointed. I have never seen the
North-West and so I do not know the
quality of the soil, or whether the climatic
conditions will lpermit of a white man
living tip there. If we had that Royal
Commission, we could peruse the evidence
taken before it and the report of the Comn-
mission, and so we should be in a position
to cast an intelligent vote on the proposal
to cede some of that valuable territory to
the Commonwealth. However, it strikes
me that this North-West proposal, and the
abolition of the per capita, payments, are
but further links in the chain of unifica-
tion.

Mr. Isachalum Smith: Do you approve
of that?

Mr. BROWN: Not at the present june-
tore. It is the opinion of many people
that we have too many Parliaments. But,
being the distance we are away from the
seat of the Commonwealth Government,
unification would be a great inconvenience
to the people of Western Australia. Also,
the North-West, or that part of it proposed
to be ceded to the Commonwealth, is some
2,000 miles away from the seat of our
State Government, almost as far as we are
from Canberra. The North-West, it is
admitted, is labouring under certain dis-
abilities because of its remoteness from
the capital city. It would be very much
better for the North-West if its affairs
were administered by a deputy controllinr-
body located in the North-West. The most
important department we have at present

is the Lands Department. J wish to touch
upon the system of selection. Since we
have introduced survey before selection, I
am inclined to think we have driven many
a valuable, practical young man away from
Western Australia. The present system is
to survey a few blocks and advertise them.
In consequence we have np to 70 applicants
for each block. Many of my acquaint-
ances, young men whom I know would
make good and prove typical pioneers, men
reared on farms, have for over 18 months
ap~plied without success for a block of land.
Yet I believe -we have millions of acres of
first-class agricultural land awaiting selec-
tion. I would advise the Minister for
Lands to get his surveyors to work and,
instead of throwing open half a dozen
blocks at a time, wait until lie could offer
400 or 500 blocks and so give those young
mn it chance to settle in the State in which
they were born. I know half a dozen
young men from one locality who have had
to leave Western Australia because they
could not pirocuire land.

The Minister for Mines: Can they do
better anywhere else?

Mr. BROWN: I should like to see more
blocks thrown open at a time, so as to give
our- own young men an opportunity to
establish themselves on the land. Afltr
all, charity begins at home and we should
look to our own young men. During the
debate a good deal has been said about
some of the work on farms, and we are
told that we have an influx of Italians. I
have now retired fromt the farm, and so I
am not engaging any men. However, a
couple of days ago I met one of my con-
stituents who told me he had employed
several Italians and found them to be the
best men he ever had. I asked him what
he paid them, and he said he had to pay
themn the full rate of wages. At first he
paid only £2 per week and tucker. They
had to go out suckering, and in no time
they struck for another 5s. per week.
However, toy friend compromised and paid
them £2 2s. 6d. "Truth to tell," be said,
"they are worth £3.' He did not give
themi that, of course.

MT. Marshall: Well, he wvas frank, if not
honiest.

Mr. BROWN :A son-in-law of mine
wanted a man, so I went round to the
Government Labour Bureau. The wages
offered were £2 per week and food, but
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although there were over 100 men there,
I could not get one of them. Next timeI
called at some of the private registry
offices, and at last was successful in getting-
a man. But after two days he cleared out,
saying the task was altogether too bard
and that we were working him 18 hours
per day. He was given £1 to clear out,
and his fare was handed to him by the
registry office, but those at the office have
not seen him since.

',%r. Griffiths: Was lie working 18 hours
per day.

M.Nr. BROWN: Certainly not! Absurd!
He did not start till 9 o'clock on the first day,
and on the second day he was dressed at
4 o'clock and about to clear out. When
employers have experiences like that, it is
only natural that they should turn to those
men who will do the work. Of course I
think we should patronise our own kith
and kin, for we have thousands of young
Australians only too eager either for em-
ploynient or for land, and we should pay
attention to them first. The next thing f
wish to touch upon is group settlement.
It was with a great deal of pain and sor-
row that I listened to the remarkable state-
ment made by the Minister for Lands last
night. The condition of those groups
seems to ine deplorable. We should like
to know what is wrong. I can come to no
other conclusion than that wve were not
quite ready for those immigrants, that they
came out in too large numbers all at once,
with the result that land had to be found
for them before we had the opportunity to
pick out the best land.

Hron. Sir James Mitchell: Quite wrong.
Half of thoem who wvent on the groups were
our own people.

Mr. BROWN: I believe a lot of them
were Australians. Still, we had to settle
our migrants. So they were settled there,
and wvhen we find such an enormous debt
on their blocks, wye can coma to no other
conclusion than that they have been over-
capitalised to such an extent that it is im-
possible for thoem to make a living.
What was wrong I Were those nien settled
on land not altogether suitable for the
purpose? The Royal Commission was able
to procure evidence, and it distinctly re-
ported that sev'eral of the settlements were
not suitable for what the settlers were try-
ing to do. If that is the case, we have no

one to blame but ourselves. I have
been trying to work out some of the
Minister's statements. When we find
that from £C1,500 to £2,600 has been ex-
pended on some of those blocks of only
100 acres, it is clear that something
mnust be wrong when the settlers cannot
exist on their blocks even after the
expenditure of all that money. The land
is supposed to be adapted to the butter in-
dustry. I agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that we have to foster that in-
dustry, but it seems to me it is, in a meas-
ure, a dying industry. Having regard to
the prices of butter, milk and cheese, some-
thing is radically wrong if a man on a con-
venient piece of land cannot make a living.
The Minister said the Paterson scheme was
inaugurated only to put a bounty of 2d. per
lb. on butter because the men were trying
to make at living, off over-capitalised land.
But if the dairying land in the Eastern
States is ovor-capitalised, so too is it over-
capitalised here, and anything that we can
do for our settlers, it is only right that they
should have it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Being over-
taxed is the trouble.

Mr. BROWN: Five or six weeks ago I
tuade a tour of Gippsland. There Icane into
contact with the Closer Settlement Board
and learnt a lot of useful information. I
found that the Victorian Government went
in largely for repurchased estates. 1 had
an opportunity to peruse one of the set-
tler's books and accounts for the year, and
I found that on 50 acres he produced £55
worth of butter and milk and £150 worth
of pigs. If that can be done on that land,
we can accomplish the same in Western
Australia.

Mr. Latham: Some in the South-West are
doing that.

Mr. BROWN: I anu pleased to hear it.
Tn Gippsland sonic improved properties wvere
purchbased at not more than £10 per acre.

Mr. Mann: You would not get properties
for £10 an acre now.

Mr. BROWN: Probably in that heavily-
timbered country settlers are confronted
with the difficultiesq experienced here but we
have to foster our dairying industry for all
we are worth. Otherwise the time will come
when the Commonwealth will be producing
insufficient butter and cheese for its own
needs. The member for Bunbury (Air.
Withers) told us that the Bunbury butter
factory had produced 600 tons of butter last
year and that every pound of it had been
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eagerly snapped up. If that is not en-
couragement for us to push on with the p~ro-
duetion of butter and milk, I do not know
what is. When men are settled on dairy
fanus, it is essential that they be provided
with the right sort of cows. There arc some
breeds that will produce more milk and less
butter fat than other breeds. If a man is
living at a distance and cannot forward the
milk to the large towns, he would favour a
breed for the production of butter fat. But
we must have the right ty pe of cow. It has
been difficult to stock our group settle-
ments, and cattle have been imported from
the Eastern States. I saw one mob of well-
grown heifers just landed from the Eastern
States, and I feel satisfied that a majority
of them will never prove payable. It takes
years to build up a dairy herd of a high
standard because of the necessity for weed-
ing out unprofitable beasts. That, however,
applies everywhere. In introducing cattle
from the Easterni States we must not over-
look the fact that they are unaccustomed
to our climati . conditions. In the South-
West a good deal of cold, wet weather is
experienced, and it stands to reason that
from that cause, to say nothing of the dan-
ger of the zarnia palmn, there must be great
losses. I was surprised to learn that the
losses had been so few. I should be sorry
if any disaster overtook our group settle-
meat schema. The day is probably Dot far
distant when we shall congratulate ourselves
on having undertaken the establishment of
this form of settlement in Western Aus-
tralia. There is not the slightest doubt that
we ought to encourage land settlement to
the fullest possible extent. Last season the
State produced over 30,000,000 bushels of
wheat; ire still have millions of acres of
unoccupied land that 'will row wheat, and
it is the duty of the Government to do all
they can to encourage settlement. Away
from the wet and cold districts of the South-
West it has been proved that the light land
will respond to proper cultivation and pro-
duce payable crops of wheat. We have
millions of acres of such land suitable for
wheat growing, and I think it -would be
better to put some of the roup settlers on
land of that description rather than on the
raw, sour country of the South-West where
they will be unable to make a living for a
considerable number of years. I amn in-
formied that in certain parts of the heavily-
timbered country of the South-West it takes
the work of two or three generations to get
the land into full production. Just after

Sir James 'Mitchell succeeded in arranging
for the Imperial Government to assist us
wvith our scheme of group settlement, the
residents of the Pingelly district formed a
deputation to wait on him. They had under
offer 20,000 acres of Pingelly land at an
average price of £2 per acre, half of which
was cleared and a considerable area other-
-wise improved. Practically all of it was
fenced. We explained to Sir James that
if group settlers were put on that land, an
area of 500 acres each would be a payable
proposition.

Mr. Marshall: He did not tell us any-
thing about that.

)3lr. BROWN: We knew that the land
was suitable for the cultivation of raisins
and sultanas, but unfortunately the bottoni
fell out of the dried fruit market just at
that time. The land, however, it still cap-
able of being profitably employed for group
settlement purposes.

Mr. Davy: For what purposesV
Mr. BRHOWN: For dairying. If group

settlers had been put on that land at the
time,' the Government would not now bie
faced with the -necessity for writing off such,
large losses in the South-West To-day that
land could not be purchasged for less than £41
an acre. Had it been bought at the time it
would have been a good business proposi-
tion. The Public Works Department has
been functioning well. The Main Roads
Board has been operating actively and has
had a tremendous amount of money to ex-
pend. The local road board submitted ten
ders. for work required by the Main Roads
Board at Pingelly and have done excellent
work. Day labour is employed; that is one
of the conditions under which the road
hoard's tenders were accepted.

Mrb. Mann: Who made that condition?
Mr.T. BROWNY: It was one of the condi

tions stipulated when tenders were called.
The board employed a good class of work
men and, with the aid of up-to-date road-
making plant, bare constructed some mag-
nificent r~oads.

lRon. Sir James Mitchell: Did they use
shovels and 1)ieks?

Mr. BROWN: No, they ploughed the am'
face, employed motor trucks to cart the
gravel, which wag obtained nearby, and used
road-making machines. Some of the roads,
however, arc costing nearly as much as a
railway. A road is being constructed from
Northam to Greenmount, passing througl.
Claekline, and I believe it is costing as much

267



268 [ASSEMBLY.]

as a railway, exclusive of the rails, of course.
That road is being constructed department-
ally. Manly of the workmen employed on
the job are mere youths who are in receipt
of 14s. or 15s. a day, and when pay-day
arrives, they have so much money that all
they can do is to travel to Perth for a jolly
good time. Ani employee in the Railway
Department told me that after many years'
service be was in receipt of the basic wage
of £4 5is. and had a family to keep, and yet
those young fellows were drawing as much
as he was.

The Minister for Lands: That manl has a
permanent job and the others have Only a
temporary job.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, working for
perhaps only three months in the year.

Mr. BROWN: Young men wvill not under-
take farm work when they canl get such
"cushy" jobs on the roads.

Mr. Panton: "Cushy," nil right, swinging
a pick!

Mr. BROWN: A Pingelly man told me
that lie was seeking work under the Mains
Road Board because the pay was much
better than on at farm. Men will not give
attention to farm work when such "cushy"
jobs are offering tinder the Public Works
Department. I have no complaint to make
regarding roll-stuffing in my electorate. The
road board undertook the electoral work
Land most of the men employed upon it were
local men. If there was any roll-stuffing I
do not think it made much difference. It is
a matter for congratulation that the rail-
ways showed a profit last year of £34,550.
The achievement is creditable to the State
as well as to the officials from Commissioner
Pope to the humblest man in the service.
During the last year or two the 44-hour
wveek has been introduced and the men'
wvages have been increased, and in spite of
all that the railways made a profit. I think
I am right in saying ours is the only State.
system in the whole of Australia that showed
a profit last year. From the point of viel
of ability, our railway officials can compare
favourably with any others in the world.
We have fewer accidents than elsewhere.
Sometimes our trains do not run accordinlc
to schedule, and are often an hour or tN%.
late, but like the slow horse they arrive at
their destination safely.

Mr. Parton: It is safety first
Mr. BROWN: T have no comnplaiiit at

all on the score of fte attention that is paid

to passengers, and the courteous treatment
accorded to theni. But what has the stir-
plus cost, and what has been neglected to
attain it? Our railway' s were not introduced
in order to make profits. They were built
by Governments to develop and open up the
country and our- resources. Seeing that our
population is less than 400,000 and our mile-
age of railway, is about 4,000, it is remark-
able that a profit of £34,000 can be shown
Still more remarkable is it that the freights
and fares charged compare more than fav-
ourably with freights and fares charged in
the other State,. The only difference is that
probably they have the zone system. in the
other States, if people are living 400 or
500 miles away fromt the seaboard they will
not pay ii great deal more for the carriage
of their produce than if they live within 200
miles of it. In this State those who are liv-
ing in the baekhilocks have to pay a consider-
able amount more frcight than those who
live nearer the city.

The Minister for Railwvays: Not a con-
siderable amount.

Mr. BROWN: Our fares are cheaper than
those charged in Victoria. In that State a
second-class fare over 120 miles is 15s. 3d.,
and over 130 miles in this State it is 13s. 3d,
so that the difference is in our favour. To
accomplish this surpluts wvhat has the Comn-
mnissioner neglected ? What eonvenience
has lie provided for [lie travelling- public!
It will lie generally admitted that we should
have more railway stations built. Passen-
gers have to suffer considerable inconveni-
once because of lack of accommodation. At
Pingelly inspectors examined the station re-
cently and had a look at the proposed site
for the new building. I hope something will
coie of that. Last year Pingelly gave the
railways revenue to the amount of £10,0010.
Its railwvav station is so insignificant that
sOnic of thie homesteads on the groups that
arc being abandoned are better built and cost
mnore. I have been onl the Pingelly station
platform in thle early hours of the morninir
waiting a quarter of ant hour for the train.
and had no place to %it onl.

1r, 'Marshall: The W~est Perth station is
the worst on thle systemu. It is absolutely
vile.

Mr. BROWN: West Perth is close to the
city. What does, that mtatter? If the beon.
ini~enber had to w~ait on the Pingelly station
in the cold hie wvould know what it meant.
I do not sug-gest the Comimis.sioner should he
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extravagant in building new railway sta-
tions, but much more is needed by way of
conveniences for the travelling- public. The
Brookton station cost £2,000 to £3,000, and
it is a credit to the system, but the revenue
from that station was not nearly as grat
as that from Pingelly, which has had its
station for 40 years.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was absolete 20
years ago.

Mr. BROWN: It was obsolete 40 years
aigo.

The Minister for M,%ines: The railways
mnust have spent most of their money at
-Narrogin.

Mr. BROWN: I admit that QTNarrogin is
the hub of the universe.

,ff. E. B. Johnston:- And now it is too
small.

Mr. BROWN: It is a flourishing place,
hut Pingelly is also flourishing and deserving
of a better railway station. I know that
other centres require railway stations also.
We have heard of comprehensive schemes
for new railways. I sin working very hard
for a particular railway which has been men-
tioned in the scheme of the Engineer-in-
Chief. It is in the interests of Western
Australia that this line should run through
to Armadale. The Kondinin people have to
go. throughi Narrogin, on to Spencer's Brook,
and thence to Fremantle, whereas Kalgarin,
which is 35 miles east of Kondinin would
provide a route to F'remautle that would be
only 206 miles from that centre.

Hoia. Sir James Mitchell: And wipe out
Bunbury and Albany.

Mr- BROWN: If people go round take
Grace and on to Buubuary it makes the dis-
tance 50 miles further. The capital city is
where all the banks and important institu-
tions are. That is where we get our pho-
lphntc$, and the place to which everybody
groes.

Mr. Withets: You believe in centralisa-
tion?

M1r. BROWN: No. The natural port of
the country is Fremantle. New South Wales
has only two ports, namely, Sydney and
.Newcastle. Probably Newcastle is not eon-
'-enient and everything has to go hundreds
of miles to Sydney, because that is the prin-
cipal harbour, I do not wish to decry
any other scheme, for I am in favour of
ally comprehensive plan that would be in the
interests of Western Australia. Ours is
a big territory. Our railway system is all

wrong, It is spoilt in the eastern districts
because the line was taken out of Narrogin
into Wickepin. If a railway had been
started runining in a south-easterly direction,
instead of in aL northerly direction, we would
have been saved many miles of haulage. I
believe the railway out from Brockton is
made up of only 45lh. rails. Within 10
miles there is a heavy grade, and everything
has to go0 east to Corrigin, lrn down the
line to Narrogin, and thence to Spencer's
Brook. That is not a payable proposition.
If thie scheme I refer to is accomplished, a
great saving of haulage will be effected. At
all events, it will be necessary to regrade
the line out from Brookton, whatever is
done. From Brookton there will he a sav-
ing of 30 or 40 miles to the. seaport. Our
system was so arranged as to run our lines
the longest way round we could find. IF
a comprehensive scheme had been pat before
Parliament ninny years ago Western Aus-
tralia, would be far better off to-day. It
speaks volumes for the prosperity of thu
State that with our present system we are
able to show a profit. This shows that in
our primary products we have assets that
are the making of Western Australia. The
Government ougbt to have no hesitation
about building these railways as quickly as
possible. Railways should precede settle-
ment. I believe we have something like
1,000,000 acres of land between Kondinin
and the Esperanee line, which it would be
good policy to open up.

Mr. Malay: What is the rainfall?

Mir. BROWN: It is 1din, or .15in, and is
assured. I have it on the best authority that
35 miles east from Kondinin the average
rainfall is lin. or 2 in. better than it is in
Kondinin, which is one of the best of our
wheat-prod ucing districts. We have only to
look at the railway returns to see the freights
that have been carried from Kondinia and
surroun ding sidings. If wt have land
equally as good as this, and we have, it
would be good policy for the Government
to open it up by means of a railway. Let
us throw open a solid area of land rather
than crawl along with a little spur line ex-
ten ding for a few miles only. Spur lines
really only run into country that is already
settled. To build these railways would be a
statesman -like act. I believe the laud is
there to warrant the work being done. To-
wards Raveusthorpe there is also a large
area of good 1lnd. The member for Albany
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tells me there is equally good grazing and
cereal growing land in the direction of his
principal town. If that is so there is no
reason to quairel about these comprehen-
sive schemes, for all of them will be required.
The scheme I more particularly advocate is
in the best interests of the whole State.
What has the Commissioner neglected in his
endeavour to make ends meet? Mfore truck-
ing yards are required at different sidings.
The policy adopted should be to construct
these yards as soon as the railways are built.
It is very difficult afterwards to get these
facilities provided for the settlers. Along
the Great Southern, as far out as Kondinin,
there are likely to be many thousands of
sheep in the near future. I have been try-
ing to get suitable trucking yards provided,
but it is very difficult to get them. Portable
sheep yards are a failure. When sheep travel
a long distance there must be some place in
which they can recover before they are put
into the trucks. On the Dwarda-Narrogin
line I have seen yards that are a credit to
the department. Some of these places ale
not used as often as the temporary yards.
Perhaps the Minister for Railways has been
excluding some of those yards with the ob-
ject of getting a surplus of £30,000 for the
railways I

The Minister for Railways: No, that
does not come out of it at all.

Alr. BROWN: I have noticed the dis-
reputable condition of some of our railway
carriages, particularly the second class
coaches. They badly want painting, for
they are dirty in appearance. They should
be swveetened up for the convenience of the
travelling public.

Member: The same could be said about
the trucks.

.%r. J. If. Smith: There should be the
one class, anyhowv.

Mfr. BROWN: That is probably so.
Ifr. Maley: The coaches are not so good

as those on the Midland railway.
Mr. BROWN: The railway service is

being starved for waist of trucks. Probably
the Commissioner of Railways never antici-
pated being called upon to handle a harvest
of .30,000,000 bushels of wheat, and that
helped towards creating the difficulty. Then
again it is said that the superphosphate
orders did not arrive in time. For instance,
I know that orders were given in January
for superphiosphate supplies that were not
received until May!

Mr. A. Wausbrough: Was that the fault
of the railways?

Mlr. BROWN: Yes, because there were
not sufficient trucks to cope with the de-
mand. I have it on the best of authority
that the superphosphate works refused to
accept orders until they were assured that
trucks were available.

Mr. Main: Was not that due to the fact
that the companies were short of superphos-
phate at their works?

Mr. BROWN: No. We know that ship
loads of phosphatic rock arrived about the
time the orders were to he sent in, but the
super works have those supplies cowing in
all the year round. They also have their
stocks of super on hand as well.

Mr. Maley: What about the position re-
garding the Midland line?

Mr. BROWN: I do not know whether
Government trucks arc going over the Mid-
land line or not.

Mfr. Maley: I did not say anything about
that.

Mr. BROWN: We have to look after
ourselves first. The next matter requiring
attention refers to tarpaulins. The Minister
has told us that a great many new sheets
have been provided for the railways, but
many more still are needed. I would prefer
to see the profits made by the railways de-
voted to the purchase of additional tar-
paulins and more trucks. If our railways
are payable under existing conditions, their
position in the near future will be still more
satisfactory.

Ron. Sir James Mlitchell: We have
nearly 12,000 trucks, and we want another
4,000.

Mr. Withers: If we had a tarpaulin
muster, we might get some more sheets!

Mr. BROWN: When we are consider-
ig the question of super orders, it must be

remembered that the Great Southern area
is a late district. The authorities would
like the farmers to send their orders in be-
fore the new year, and while the wheat was
being railed, but if that were done in the
Great Southern districts, the super would
have to be stacked and before it could be
used it wvould set like stone. Some of the
farmers would infinitely prefer to pay more
and wait until they required the supplies.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But wheat is
still coming down.

The Mfinister for Railways: That is so.
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31r. Maley: That will want a lot more
for the Piawaning country.

Mr. BROWN: If that is so, the Minister
should look ahead and procure some more
t rucks lest Piawaniug should fall in the
soup!1

Mr. Maley: They should be prepared.
Mr. BROWN: That is the principle that

should be considerd in all our dealings. The
Government should have no hesitation in
spending money on the construction of rail-
way' s in districts where agriculture is al-
ready assured, nor should they hesitate to
spend the profits earned by tine railways in
constructing more trucks.

The Minister for Railways: Where is
all] this money to conmc from? We want a
million for the groups, another for water
supplies, and so on.

Mr. BROWN: I do not know. For my
part, Ii would allow the group settlements
to work themselves into a tlourishing con-
dition. I believe they will reach that stage
and that the day will come when we will be
truly grateful that they were established in
the State. However, to revert to the rail-
ways, I would like to refer to the zone
system and the periods during which the
eheaper freight rates operate. The Pingelly
district is a late one, and I believe that the
time during which farmers can avail them-
selves of the cheap rates should be extended
a little later through the Great Southern
areas in particular.

Hon. G. Taylor: Cut out the cheap freights
and give everyone the same charge.

Mr. BROWN: I do not k-now whether
there is to be a standard rate enforced or
not. I would prefer one, for under those
conditions farmers would send in their
orders so as to get their suplies of super
when they required them.

The Minister for Railways: That wvould
mean that all the orders wvould be comimt
in about the same time and we cannot shift
all their requirements in twvo or three clays.

Mr. BROWN: What the 'Minister wants
apparently is that farmers shall stop their
stripping operations so ats to go to the rail-
ways to collect their superphosphate.

.klr. Maley: It is not necessary to knock
off stripping in order to cart in the super.
You can cart your wvheat in and bring the
super hack.

.Mr. BROWN: T ain surprised to hear
that jul erjection from the lion. mnember who
is a farmer himself.

'.Ir. Malay: That can he done.
Mr. BROWN: 'Not mny practical men

would agree with that. I have been engaged
in farming all my life and I know that as
soon as the crop is ri, e, not a moment
should be lost in stripping it. If the Min-
ister compels us to knock off that wvork in
order to cart super it will not be right and
it niayv involve econonmic losses to the State.
At that 1 criod of the year hail stormns or
rains are likely to occur.

The Minister for Mines: What about
getting one Of the Super companies to shift
t heir plant to the country areas?

lon. Sir James 1:itehell : One on eachi
tarn,!

The Minister for Mines: No, but in a
--,(ori district, for instance.

1Mr. BROWN: That would not help the
faraner because the raw material would have
I., h~e hauled to the country districts, and
t::;t wou'd not make the super any cheaper.
'I"Aere are not nmny centres where such
works could be erected.

The Minister for Railways: What about
Ueraldton 7

Mrn. BROWN: Yes, that is an important
port, and so is lBunlaurv. At Bunbury,
howce Cr, the ag-ricultmllal land is not close
to the harbour.

The -Minister for '.\ines: It is necessary
to goa 60 miles or so from F'remantlc before
you reach the agricultural country.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, but agricultural land
runs right up to Geraldton. I believe Ger-
aldion will be the second port in Western
Australia in the near future.

Hon. Sir James I'litcliell: That w-ill please
Bunbury.

Mr. BROWN; But, of course, Albany will
always be the most suitable harbour in the
State. Turning now to agricultural mat-
ters, there has been a good deal of contro
versy about the vermin tax. The position
regarding Pingelly, Brockton, Beverley and
York is practically the same. The lax is
1/2d. in the pound on the unimproved value.
No dog has been troubling the settlers in
the Pingelly district this year. There were
two, I believe, last year, and £25 lper head
was offered for the dogs. They isappeared,
but I do not knowv if they wvill reappear.
On 1.000 acres in the Pingelly district at
fanner will have to pay a tax of £2 3s. 4d.,
whieh is a considerable sum. That is not
the worst feature, however. The districts
I have itferrcdI to have never been revalued
until now, when a valuator is going- through
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them, It may be found that instead of
land being valued at from 15s. to £1 per
acre, the unimproved value may be increased
to £2 or more. At Bruce Rock the old
valuation of the district stood at £290,000;
to-day the unimproved value is fixed at
£850,000. Onl that basis the valuation of
the Pingelly areas wilt be enormously in-
creased. Yet tile farmers will still have to
pay at the rate of V d. in the pound on
their unimproved values. I believe the ver-
mnin tax is necessary in order to eradicate
the pests, but it is administered in an abso-
lutely unfair way. There is to be a uniformi
bonas rate of £2 throughout the State.

The Minister for Mfines: Well, sack your
representative on the hoard.

Mr. Lindsay: That happens to be mie!
Mr. BROWN: It would not be possible

it) get a lprofessional dog catcher to en-
deavour to catch a dingo in the Pingelly
district for £2.

Mr. A. Wnsbrough: But cannot you sub-
sidise that bonus?

Mr. BROWN: I believe that the board
should have the right to increase the sub-
sidy to £5. At Corrigin and other centres
they have dingo clubs, the members of
which offer op to £30 for a dog. The tax
wvill lbenefit those in the North-West and the
South-West. It may be argued that if the
people in the back country cheek the pest,
they will prevent the vermin from coming
into the more settled atreas. There is some-
thing- in that.

Hon. G. Taylor: There is a lot in that.
Mr. BROWN: But the old settlers have

to bear the brunt. I have lost 30 or 40
sheep in a night, and I had to bear the
brunt of the ravages of the dingoes because
I was then the farthest out settler.

1\r. Chesson: That applies to a lot of the
tiquatters, too.

Mr. Angelo: I do not think there is a
dgithGscyne district, but the people

there are paying the tax, and are not
grumbling.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They pay a quarter
of the amount paid by the farmers.

Mr. BROWN: I, believe the board should
have full power to allow a district to pro-
side the amount they think necessary in
order to deal wvith the pest. The present
position is not satisfactory although I be-
lieve the tax is being collected under an
arrangement wvherehy there will hie a refund
to various board ms n~ot its' us it. It has to

lie credited to their account or paid to the
individual. On top of that we have our owi?

vermin tax. True, that is only a farthing
in the pound, but when valuations go up
so will the tax, and in districts like Pin-
gelly, Beverley, and York, where there are
no dogs, the tax will be a hardship: I am
not opposed to the tax; I think it would be
a splendid thing if wild dogs were eonm-
pletely exterminated, but how that is to
he accomplished, I do not know. We are
threatened now with another menace in the
shape of the fox. I am told that the fox
breeds very rapidly and is extremely cun-
ning and that it finds its way into places
where the dingo would hesitate to go. The
fox has even been known to make his home
close to a fowl house. We can imagine
thme menace he will be, and we can hope that
the Act wvill be useful in the direction or
bringing about the destrueflon of this pest
and the eaglehawk as well. The eaglehawk
is not quite so prevalent; we do not see it
in the older settled] districts. I am aware
that there is exemption from those who will
erect dingo-proof fences, but what consti-
tutes a dingo-proof fence should be defined.

Mr. Panton: It was defined for you last
night.

Mr. BROWN It it is defined it will pire-
vent a good deal of argument and people
wvill be in a position to know exactly where
they stand.

Mir. Griffiths: What you mean is that the
definition should be in the Act.

Mr. BROWN: It should be set out in
the Act. At the present time too much auth-
ority is given to the inspector. A number
of people are erecting dingo-proof fences
and in my district there is considerable
activity in that respect. Unfortunately this
casts a burden on the poor man.

Mr. Panton: I thought there were no dogs
in your district.

-Mr. BROWN: Sheep diseases come under
thme jurisdiction of the Department of
Agriculture. T am not aware what has
been done by the veterinary pathologist for
whom a laboratory was established in the
hope of the cause of the mortality amongst
sheep being discovered. We have had no
announcement as to the result of the in-
vestigations that have been carried on and
sheep aire still dying in the Great Southern
areas. It looks as if we are as far off us
ever from solvinz the problem. Personally
T do not consider that we require the
servicev of vet erinary' pathologists; myv
humble opinion is that the cause of the
mortality is a particular herb that grows
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on our areas. It is strange that in one
paddock, sheep may be dying whilst in the
adjoining paddock across the way not one
sheep may be suffering from any form of
complaint. Perhaps a chemist or an
analyst mnay discover the cause of the
mortality, and I consider it is due to the
Minister to extend the research. We have
lbeen told that the wool on the sheep's
back is carrying the burden of Australia,
and if that be the case it behoves us to
leave no stone unturned to discover the
cause of the mortality and eradicate it.

Mr. Griffitlhs : Biologists have reduced
mortality in animals by two per cent.

Mr. BROWN: How did they do it"" The
mortality amongst sheep in the Great
Southern districts is as great as ever. A
matter to which I wish to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister is the prevalence of
an insect called the ted spider.

Mr. J. H. Smith: We call it the red
mite.

Mr. BROWN: It is almost impossible to
grow anything in the shape of vegetables
where this pest exists. It should be
possible for the department to discover a
parasite for this pest.

Mr. Lambert: Why don't you do as Sir
James Mitchell did, use gypsum to kill it?

Mr. BROWN: The economic loss as the
result of the ravages of this insect is con-
siderable because of the way it attacks
vegetables in the early stages. In Beverley
I have known the red spider attack a pad-
dock of peas. It also plays havoc amongst
young lettuce. Experiments should cer-
tainly be made with a view to stamping it
out. I wish to say a few words about the
Health Department. I have the greatest
admiration for the present Minister for
Health and my sincere hope is that he will
introduce legislation to impose a tax for
the maintenance of hospitals. I intend to
speak plainly and may perhaps offend the
Minister. I assure him, however, that I
shall speak what I conscientiously think.
When the Lotteries Bill was introduced, T
considered it a burning shame that we
should hare to depend upon gambling in
order to support our sick. I received
many letters from the clergy objecting to
that form of raising money for the hos-
pitals and I advocated a tax on incomes, a
tax that could have been very small. Sir
James Mitchell introduced such a Bill, but
our friends opposite did not favour it. A

man in receipt of £300 a year could be
taxed to the extent of a penny in the
pound. That would mean the payment of
25s. a year. Such a, tax would not be felt
to any extent by any person. Our friends
opposite, however, preferred the lotteries
Bill which passed through this House, but
failed to pass another place. Now let me
draw attention to what has taken place

sic.It does not matter to which part
of the city one goes, he is met everywhere
by young women and young men, and old
women and old men, selling tickets in a
lottery or a sweep. What are these organ-
ised for? For charity, I will admit,

Mr. Pan ton: All are,
11r. BROWN: If that is the ease, the

sooner we have another lotteries Bill the
better.

Members: Hear, hear!
'Mr. BROWN; But the most astonishing

thing is that I hear no complaints about
these sweeps and lotteries from the clergy.
I really believe that one was got up re-
cently for the benefit of a church. If that
be so, let us have a lotteries Bill and the
sooner the better. Another reason why I
opposed the lotteries Bill was this: Only
those who patronised this form of gambling
would contribute towards the maintenance
of hospitals. Since I spoke on the lotteries
Bill, which was before us some time ago,
[ have bad half a share in a ticket in
Tattersall's consultation. That is the only
interest I have ever had in Tattersalls.
Therefore, as I do not subscribe to ce-
sultations, I would not be a contributor to
hospital taxation derived from gambling.
If, however, a tax of a penny in the pound
were imposed on the salaries of the com-
munity, I too would contribute my portion.
I have never been to White City; but I have
heard a great deal about it and the
gambling that goes on there, but it seems
to me that one need not go to White City
to gamble; it faces everybody in the streets
where you hear people calling out "Here
you arc, your last chance, only one more
day, £1,000 for a shilling." You will see
y-oung1 girls and young boys patronising
those sweeps and paying their shilling for
a ticket.

Mr. J. H. Smith:- It is a shame. Who
autborises that?

The Minister for Mines: If I had my
way there would not be one sweep con-
ducted anywhere.
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Mr. BROWN: I trust that the legisla-
tion that will be passed this session wilt
be of benefit to the State as a whole. I was
pleased indeed to hear the member for
East Perth (Mr. Kenneally) express the
hope that we should consider Bills sub-
mnitted, in a non-party spirit. Those are
my.) sentiments. I hope that we shal] all
work amicably together and if we treat
legislation that is introduced for the good
of the country, in a non-party spirit, it
will be better for everyone as a whole.
Now as to redistribution of seats. Even it
such a Bill were introduced and passed dur-
ig this session, the House would not be sent

to the country on it.
The Minister for Mines: You would not

like that to happen.
M r. BROWN; I hope that such a Bill

wvill be brought down during the third ses.
sion of this Parliament, and that the next
general election will be held on a more
equitable distribution of seats. To find a
man of the great ability of the member for
Menzies (.\r. Panton) representing only 10
electors, and by a majority of about t
hundred, is clear proof that something is
radically wrong. The member for Menzies
is an acquisition to this Chamber.

Mr Panton: Thank you.
Mr. BROWN: Still, I would rather see

him representing 3,000 or 4,000 electors in.
stead of 130. 1 trust the Government will
afford us an opportunity of discussing a
Bill for the redistribution of seats. The
measure is badly wvanted. Great alterations
are needed in the boundaries of electorates.
'Many electorates now have no community of
interest. In my own electorate such corn-
inanity is lacking. In the Yilgarn area, to
wvhich the railway should be extended, there
is going to be a second wheat belt; and it is
almost iinpos,,ble for a member now repre-
senting Yilgarn to do justice to the entire
electorate. if some of the goldfields seats
aire wiped out, Mr. Panton could represen:
at farming constituency. I have no doubt he
would do it with credit.

Hon. W. fl. Johnson: That is an invita-
tion to him to go to Pingelly.

Mr. BROWN: The bion, member can con-
test Pingelly if he likes.

Mr. J. H. Smith: In that case the House
would not be likely to secure his services.

Mr. BROWN: I thank lion, members for
their attentive hearing, and I trust that our
deliberations will result in benefit to West-
ern Australia.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) (GA]: This
is the fourth time I have had the
opportunity to speak on an Address-
in-reply. After hearing various bon.
members describe speeches on the Ad-
(dress as a waste of time, I had hoped
that I might abstain at least for this session:
but in order to carry out the duties of ai
member of Parliament, especially one repre-
seniting- such a constituency as Toodyay, it
is necessary to address the House on such
an occasion as this, in the expectation that
mnenmhers will learn something about one's
electorate, and also in the expectation that
the Government will assist one to carry out
one's duties towards the constituency. Vati
ous hon. members represent very small con-
stituencies, and some of these constituen-
cies are old and in a state of decay; and it
is useful to compare them with a large coit-
stitueney such as mine, where everything is
progressive and flourishing. I therefore
take this opportunity to give the House an
idea of the productiveness of my electorate.
In the past, statements have been made by
certain members tending to discount my
figures on the subject. I shall repeat now
certain figures I quoted twvo years ago in
regard to the ])roduction of my electorate.
In the year 1924-25 Toodyny produced
5,604,000 bushels of wheat, or practically a
quarter of the wvheat grown in Western Aus-
tralia. That wias two years ago. In that
year the average yield per acre was 12.8
bushels. There seems to be an impression
amiongst the Western Australian people that
last season was a good season. In point
of fact, it was nlot so. It was not as good as
the season of two years ago, notwithistand-
ing that Toodyny's production of wheat.
7,328,000 bushels, was still practically it
quarter of the wheat yield of Western Ass-
tralia. I quote these figures in order to show
the possibilities of my electorate, as well a-
the possibilities of the remainder of the
wheat helt. It has been stated here by vari
ous members during this session and pre-
vious sessions that so long as the price of
wheat remains high we can go on devclopin~r
the wheat belt. On more than one occasion
I have interjected that the price of wheat
is not high. I am prepared to give infortna-
tion to prove this, and also information
proving that although the price of wheat,
according to the "Commonwealth Year
Book," has not increased commensurately
with the price of other commodities, the
prosperity of the Western Australian wheat
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grower is greater than that of any other
wheat grower in the world. The Minister
for Lands yesterday dealt with the dairying-
industry and also mentioned the price of
wheat. The "Commonwealth Year Book"
index figures of prices for the years 1921-25
show agricultural products as 1,722 and
other commodities as 1,866. From those
figures it is apparent that the price of wheat
is considerably lower than are the prices of
other commodities; in other words, the rise
in the price of other commodities since 1911.
has been much greater than the rise in the
price of wheat. The Minister for Lands
gave certain figures relating to the price of
wheat during pre-war years. I have here
a pamphlet by Mr. A. J. Perkins, Director
of Agriculture in South Australia, entitled
"Is Rural Production on the Decline in
South Australia, and, if so, what are the
Factors Contributing Thereto T Mr. Per.-
kins is recognised as one of the greatest
agricultural authorities in Australia, and his
pamphlet deals with the price of wheat. I
am not prepared to say that the price of
wheat here was the same as South Australia's
before the wvar. I am inclined to think that
our pre-war price for wheat was lower than
the pre-war price in South Australia. H1ow-
ever, since the wheat pool was established
in this State, the price of wheat has been
hig~her here than in South Australia. The
mean price for the years 1907 to 1913 was
3s, 91/4d. per bushel- During the war period
it 'was 5is. 5%d. The post-war mean is
6s. 11/d. But I must explain that in the
year 1019 the mean price of wheat was 99.
and in the year 1920, 8s. Those were ab-
normal prices caused by the shortage of
wheat after the war. Taking the second five
years of the period mentioned, we find that
since 1921 thle average price of wheat was
5s. 21/2d. per bushel. Comparing the post-
war mean price with the pre-war mean price
of wheat, we find there has been an in-
crease of 371/ per cent., as compared with
the index figure of 80 odd showing the in-
crease in the price of other commodities.
T especially ask hon. members to keel)
those figures in mind, because they
hare a considerable bearing on what I in-
tend to say later. The price of wheat, nat-
urally, has a considerable influence on the
question whether we can conitinue to im-
prove and expand the settlement of the
25,000,000 acres of wheat land about which
the previous Minister for Lands told this
House. I am one of those who hold that

the lamp which should guide our feet is the
Ilanp of experience, that we can only fore-
cast the future by the light of the past.
In considering a question so important as
this to Western Australia, we should have
all the available information at our disposal.
I want to show what the wheat position is as
regards Australia and various other coun-
tries. Australia will this year be exporting
approximately 90,000,000 bushels of wheat,
representing about a-seventh or an-eighth
of the wheat exports of the world. The
other large exporting countries are the
United States of America, Canada, and the
Argentine. It is not easy to secure definite
figures from other countries, with the ex-
ception of the United States. The figures
relating to the wheatt production of the
United States are available in great detail
in the Parliamentary Library. It appears
that the average production of wheat in the
United States is about 850,000,000 bushels,
while the average consumption of the United
States is about 650,000,000 bushels. That is
to say, the United States export about
200,000,000 bushels annually. That quan-
tity, naturally, has a much greater influence
on the markets of the world than has the
Australian export of wiheat. The only doubt
as to the continued expansion of the wheat
area of Western Australia arises from the
question whether other countries can comn-
pete with us successfully in the markets of
the world. f trust it will not be thought
that I am dwelling too long on the subject
Of the United States, but T must obtain the
basis of my figures from the statistics of
that country. As against the common asser-
tiont that Australia is at a disadvantage be-
aise it is situated so far from the world's

imu'kets, I can adduce figures showing that
sine 121the Wheat growers OfWetr

Aurtralia have received an average of 43 4d.
more per bushel at siding than have the
wheat growers of the United States. The
expl.Lnation is that although the United
Stat oa wheat growers are closest to the mar-
kets of the Old World, United States wheat
is g'-own nt anl average of something like
1,001) miles from the sea ports.

,Ir. Lanmbert: Would it not be more use-
Full to comnpare our export with the export
of wheat from Russia before the war?

Mr. LINDSAY: I am afraid that is im-
possible, because Russian figures arc not
available. However, I shall deal with Rus-
sian wheat production later on. We can
agree that the wheat grower of Australia,
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or iit all events of Western Australia, not-
withstanding that the price of his commodity
has not increased comensurately with the
prices of all other commodities, is in rather
a prosperous position. On the average, our
wheat growers are producing at a profit.
Other countries of the world are producing
wheat at a considerable loss; and we must
agree, therefore, that in our country there
is something, whether it he the climatic con-
ditions or another factor, that gives an ad-
vantage not possessed by other countries.
Let inc quote from the "United States Year
Book" -

When the Agricultural Credits Act was
passed (24th August, 1021) there was a state
of demnoralisation everywhere among all classes
of agricultural produc'ers. P artners and] stock-
men generally were in a desperate plighit.
Blank deposits wvere being withdrawn, and re-
sources were being depleted; loans could not
bo collected, and the stability of our whole
agricultural anti banking structure was threat-
ened. While industry was booming, agricul-
tural sank to lower and lower levels of de-
pression.

That was the position of the United States,
according to the Secretary of Agriculture,
Norman Alngel], in an article republished in
the local Press, puts an even worse com-
plexion on the agricultural situation in the
United States than that T have just quoted.
One of the reasons given by Angell is
that the United States; Government of the
past derived their taxation from the land,
and that notuithstanding the rise of more
productive industries the land tax was eon-
tinued. It is asserted that the tax increased
three times as fast as the price of land. This
was inore than the United States farmecr
could bear.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr'. LI'XD-SA.Y: Before tea I was dealing
with Ameriica. The member for Coolgardie
interjected, "Wha ahout Russia?" It seem-i
to be a mistaken idea with miany people that
the average wheat yields of Aus~tralia are
lower than those of other countries. That
is not always so. The average wheat yield
in Russia for 10 years was 8.9 bushels, and
the average for America for the same period
"'as 1.3.8 bushels. The average yields of Aus-
tralia hare been inerea-;ing rapidly during
the last few years. E ,ven the Western Aus-
tralian averages are increasing. One of the
reasons svhy our wheat farmers are better off
than those of certain other countries is he-

cause of our climatic conditions, and owing
to the difference in the value of our lands
and the larger areas worked by individual
farmners. For instance, turning to Amerita,
in North Dakota, the State that produces the
larg-est quantity of spring wheat, the average
yield is 9.2 bushels and the average farming-
area is 466 acres. Then in Texas, a winter
State, the average yield is 12.3 bushels, and
the average area of a farm 261 acres, in
my own electorate, in the Wlyalcatehema sub-
division, the average farming ares is 1,582
acres. That, of course, lies some relation
to the point I am making. Another factor
is t o he found in the ln~rdens placed on thev

n on the land in one or another country.
1' am touching upon this as a warning, not
only to the present Government, but to
other Governments that the burden Placed
upon agriculturists can be too great. Let
me quote this from the United States, Year
Book of Agricultuire-

The general feature is that of an industry
trying to support a larger and better govern-
mental structure while experiencing the most
acute difficulties in meeting private oblige-
tions. Personal property put to industrial
uses is freqluently favoured in valuating in
order to attract capital from competing pal-
itical units. Almost everywhere property used
inl agriculture stands out as the most ill-fav-
oured of all classes, When, the tax is considered
in relation to earnings. The tax oni fainm real
estate, together with taxes on farm inaebtincr',
livestock, and other property, all of which are
easily reachled hr the property tax, has caused
the agricultural industry to becar an undimin-
ishied tax burden, detspiite the rise of mnore pro-
ductive industries.

I have shown that the burden of taxation has
been piled on to the agricultural industry
until that burden is umore than it can bear.
1 gave ertain figures a little while ago from
Professor Perkins' report dealing with the
price of wheat. The professor has gone into
this very exhaustively to show that rural pro-
duiction is on the decline. He has taken cer-
tainl stttisti(5 from Yor-ke's Peninsula, South
Australia. He concentrated on that distrkict,
becausec practically the whole of it is under
wheat, Ile has also shown in this report ta
althoughl the podu-tion from that district.
and from South Australia as a whole, has,
dojubled, the number of rural workers has
decreased. And he gives the reason; this iEs
what lie .sayb-

W,'- shall readily ouirde that i the malt;
recenit prices for rurail produce hare been,
iigher than those- of pre-war days, but wve ean-
lot admit that they leave alwayS kept pacc

with ever-rising costs of production. Hence, the
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certainty that aet it-turns from rural indus-
tries are- lower to-day than in pre-wair days in
aill those instances iii wickh Produ-ers have not
knowvn how to ndjust their methods to chang-
ing economic conditions and to reduce their
costs, of production. Thnt many have done so,
we live clear evidence in the apparent pros-
perity nf our rural industries, hut in the ini,
it has beent replacig itiet by nnachiines, and it
is questilonable- wihether the reied is alto-
gether in the best interests oif the Xtate.

le then goes on to prove his statement. He
takes the pie-war, the war and the post-
wcar figures to show the area under crop per
hand-cultivated and lie says thlat in the
period of 1913 to 1917 the average al-ea
tinder crop per hand-cultivation was 89.9
acres. And coiming to the p05t-war figures
he shows that the average al-ea had inereai-ed
to 128.6 acres. lie .hows that the efficiency
of those engaged in agriculture at that time
had increased by 87 per cent. Probably that
wvas done by increasing the average area of
f-arms, and by the employment of larger and
better machines. so incr-easing the efficiency
per man. The farmier has been forced to do
that because hie has no protective tariff by
which he can raise the price of his comn-
nmodity, whereas all other commodities have
increased in price and been passed on to
him and so he has had to increase his effi-
ciency to make up the difference. A little
time ago M.Nr. Sutcliffe read a paper before
the Society for the Advancement of Science
in Perth. He showed that the efficiency of
those in p~roduction in Australia had in-
creased by 11/ per cent, during the last 10
years. The agriculturist.% were included in
that class. It went to prove that the agri-
culturists had increased their efficiency and
that that increase was reflected in the 11/
per cent, increase for Australia. Professor
Perkins sumsg up the position in this way-

Now~ if we suinnarise the position from the
point of view- of the three item considered we
get the following results:-ncsed cost of
plant, 6%. 6d. per ac-re; increased cost of par-
t-based material, 4s. Id. pnr acre; increased
cost of labour, 9s. per acre; total, l~s. 7M. per
,acre.

I want to show that in Australia it has been
possible owing to the fact that our land is
cheap and onu- al-ens large, that wre have long
dry summers and can Use large harvesting
machinery as against those countries where
the crops have to be hand-cut, bound,
stooked, and carted in and threshed. We have
shown the world what can be done. In other
words, we in Australia are producing more
baushels per man than is any other country

in the world. That is the reason for our
efficiency as compared with those other coun-
tries. I believe this is a very important
phase for us, sice prohably we have more
wheat lands to open up than has any other
State in Australia, or indeed an other couin-
ti-v in the world. People talk about Russia.
It is inot possible to get any definite infer-
ination as to the probable progress of Russia
in the future. But we have heard the bogey
of Russia for ninny years past, and I sup-
pose we shall continue to hear of it in the
future without ally actual result. The mem-
her for Bunbury (TMr. Withers) spoke of dry
areas, and the member for Irwin (Air.
Maley), when the member for Pingelly (31r.
Brown) was speaking, wanted to know what
the rainfall was. I have often said here
Ilui wheat is the one crop that requires, not
a heavy rainfall but a light one.

Mr. Withers: I was only explaining why
we should have experimental farms in dry
arras

Mi-. [iNDISAY: Let me quote my own
electorate again. We have there some half-
a-dozen subdivisions. If we were to assume
that the success of wheat growing depended
upon the rainfall, we should expect that the
heaviest rainfall would produce the biggest
yield. That is not so. Ta Toodyay, for in-
stance, where the. rainfall is fairly heavy, the
average yield is 0.9 bushels, whereas in
WYalceateheni, with a lighter rainfall, it is
12.8 bushels.

.%rt. Davy: 'rho yield in England is any-
thing up to 40 bushels, is it not?

'.It-. LINDSAY: The -average yield in
England is the highest in the World. I have
collected some figures showingi that our
average yield in Western Australia is in-
ec-easing. For some years it stood at 10.16
bushels, but it has been increasing during
the past three or four years. In every coun-
try in the world where wheat settlement is
pioneered, the men who go out use exten-
sive methods. They mine the soil. They
limit the amount of labour and use the land
as much as possible. It follows that, in the
first 'years of settlement, the yields are
always low. Even in South Australia, where
for a long time the yield was the lowest in
the Commionwvealth, it is now increasing be-
cause better methods are being used in the
pioneering districts. I make no doubt the
time will come when the average yield of
this State will he far greater than it is to-
day. if we are to develop the wheat land of
Western Australia, if it is only going to be
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settled on the patches of forest country
that we have in the wheat belt, Western
Australia will not be a very large produc-
ing State. It is unfortunate, but 1 doubt
if 20 per cent, of the land in the wheat
belt can bea regarded as first class. We have
concentrated on settling that small portion
of the wheat belt and left the huge areas of
light lands to look after themselves. I have
drawn attention to this on several occasions
in the House and the Minister appointed
'Mr. Bostoek to make inquiries. Mr. Bos-
tock has reported on the light lands, sub-
mitting- certain recommendations1 but no
action has been taken in respect of those
recommendations. I do not agree with them
all. It is a pity the committee appointed
to make their report to Parliament did not
have a practical farmier amongst its mem-
benq. It was composed of departmental
officers and some of their recommendations
could be greatly improved. But recommen-
dations do not cut much ice; we want some-
thing done. We have heard even this ses-
sion talk of great losses made on the light
land of the State. I realise that since 1910
the Government departments have been con-
sistently opposed to granting any assistance
to or encouraging any further develop-
ment of the light land. The fault lies
not with the land, but in many in-
stances with the Government depart-
ments, and particularly with the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. I am prepared to
go further and say that the fault lies with
the Department of Agriculture, which has
never given as a lead in this matter. About
1914 we had a f~ew dry years, and it was
noticed by the Agricultural Bank inspectors
that the crops growing on light land were
better than those on forest land. The bank
then assisted settlers to improve the light
land. It is recognised by all farmers who
work light land that it is not sufficient to
scratch it with a cultivator, and it requires
at least 1 cwt. of manure to the acre to
make a crop. The clients of the Industries
Assistance Board were not given the mach-
inery and they could not buy it. I have seen
hundreds and even thousands of acres of
light land that had never had a cultivator
an it, and the department refused to give
the settlers more than 56 lbs. manure per
acre. I had a letter from a friend at Dow-
erin, who was indebted to the Industries
Assistance Hoard and was getting deeper
into debt, hecause the board would not ad-
vance him more than a 72~cwt. of manure
per acre. He approached the local store-

keeper and explained his position. He asked
the storekeeper, "Can you assist me?' and
the storekeeper replied that he would. He
supplied another V2cwt. of manure per acre,
and the result of the increased quantity of
fertiliser was that that man got the first
crop he had had for many years. In a few
years time be was able to pay off his in-
debtedness to the Industries Assistance
Board, and he became an independent settler.
Failure on light land is riot always the fault
of the settler; in many instances it is the
fault of those who should be leading the
agricultural development of the State. In-
stead of leading, I am sorry to say that in
my opinion they hanve always followed a long
way behind. It was only the year before
last that the Department of Agriculture
altered its previous announcement to the
effect that the heavy dressings of manure
would burn the crops. Yet we farmers were
using twice as much manure as -was
recommended by the department. I stress
this fact because it must have a big effect
on the development of our wheat7 lands.
The Minister for Agriculture was at Ben-
cubbin the other day, and wvent to see the
farms of Mr. Basil Hopwood. The first and
second prize crops in the competition were
z'owvn ort land oTL which the Agricultural
Bank would not adlvance money for im-
provements. When we have such a large
area of light land to be developed and real-
ise that the settlers on ift have very little
capital of their own, it is a serious matter
that the Agricultural Bank should refuse to
assist them. I am continually receiving
letters from my constituents asking me to
assist them to obtain loans. At one stage the
number of letters became so great that I
approached the trustees of the Agricultural
Hank for a definition of what they required
in order to make advances. The reply was
that a man must have not less than 2,000
acres of good second quality land before he
could get assistance from the bank, and then
the settler would get 50 per cent. of the
value of the improvements provided he
could show that he himself had suifficient
cap~ital to carry on. Those farms competed
with the forest country, and although there
waRS a large area of forest country, the two
farms on the light land took first and
second places in the comp~etition. I speak
with some experience when I say that in
my' opinion the second class land in the
drier areas of the wheat belt will produce
a better average crop year in and year out
than the heavy forest land. We have large
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areas of third class land. It is difficult to
find out which is third and which is second
class land. We have some poor land; we
have the wodgil country and the yellow sand-
plain. I have some of the yellow sandplain
myself. Some years ago a Royal Commis-
sion condemned the wodgil country and
rightly so, because at that time nothing
could be grown on it. However, we found
that there was some toxic acid in the soil
and it requiired to be cropped for a few
y-cars in order to work the toxic acid out
of the soil. It has been said that the
light landf ight yield two or three
crps1 and then become too poor to
work. That is not our experience, and
af ter all experience is the best guide.
I was speaking to Mr. Alf Metcalf of Dow-
erin a while ago and he showed me land
that had been cleared 21 years ago. He
asked me to point out where the light land
was and where the forest land was, but I
was unable to do so. The light land is not
good during the first few years, but the
more it is worked the better it becomes.

The Minister for Justice: is not the
colour different?

Mr. LINDSAY: It is at first, but after
it has been cropped for a few years and the
stubble has been burnt, it is very hard to
tell the light land from the forest land.
When it comes to a question of crops, we
find that the forest country produces a
greater quantity of straw, but the light land
produces equally as much grain.

The Minister for Justice: The forest land]
would require more rain.

Mr. LINDSAY: One of the great ad-
vantages of the drier areas is that less rain
is required for the light land. Therefore we
find that the light land does better with a
light rainfall than does the forest country.

Hion. W. D. Johnson: You admit that
the light land will not stand successive
cropp)ig as the forest land will.

Mr. LINDSAY: That is a matter to de-
lerininc by experience. We are finding that
the more we work the light land the better
it becomes. I referred to the yellow sand-
plain. Only the other day the Honorary
Minister (Hon. H. Millington) passed a
farm that he had known years ago, and he
said, "I see that Ferris has cleared that
sandplain." I said, "Yes."1 We had thought
the yellow sandplain too poor for anything,
but Mr. Ferris told we that last year lie
had taken his best crop off that land-eight
bags to the acre. That indicates that the

light country is not going to be worked out
in a few years. The more it is worked the
better is becomes.

Elon. W. D. Johnson: When was that
land previously cropped,'

Mr. LINDSAY: Two years before.
Mr. Grifilths: The light land there is

different from the light leads around Bruce
Rock.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. Of course all the
land in my district is much better than that
round Bruce Rock. I think I have said
sufficient to show that the price of wheat
must be governed by the quantity placed on
tine world's markets. The Department of
Agriculture in the United States is educat-
ing the wheat growers there to refrain from
producing so much wheat. The argument
is that if the United States could reduce its
production by 200,000,000 bushels-the
quantity exported each year-it would be
p)ossible to increase the price of the
600,000,000 bushels required in the country,
and therefore the growers would be much
better off for the smaller quantity raised.

Mr. Griffiths: The great slogan there is
mixed farming.

Mr. LINTDSAY: I think we can safely
continue to develop our wheat lands. One of
the most prominenit agricultural teachers in
Victoria paid a visit to Western Australia
last year and, after hie bad spent two months
in the State, we were discussing- the possi-
bilities. That man gave as his honest con-
viction that the day would come when West-
ern Australia would produce more wheat
than the rest of Australia combined. I be-
lieve that day will come. Two years ago I
told the House that my electorate would pro-
duce 20,000,000 bushels of wheat. Since
then its output has increased by 2,000,000
bushels. If that rate of progress is main-
tained, as I believe it will be, it will not he
long before we reach the 20,000,000 bushel
murk. Travelling through the wheat belt
we find that even in districts that have been
settled for the last 15 years, there are still
large areas of unimproved land. People like
Mr. Gregory, when touring the wheat belt,
indicate certain land and ask why it is not
selected. My reply to 'Mr. Gregory was,
"It has been selected for many years, but
the owner has 2,000 acres and will be un-
able to improve it in less than 15 or 20
years." Consequently even in the older set-
tled portions of the wheat belt there are
still large areas of land not under eultiva-
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tion. The great advance in the area cropped
during the last few years has been largely
due to the fact that we have been putting
the light land tinder cultivation. One of
the factors that has aided the cropping of
the light land is the advent of the tractor.
The work of rolling light land with horses
is not pleasant and, apart from that, the
horses are required for fallowing. Since
tractors have come in, we find they provide
an easy, quick and cheap method of getting
the light land under cultivation.

Mr. Grifliths: We are getting into the
mechanical age.

Mr. LINDSAY: That has been an im-
portant factor in the development of large
areas of light land.

Air. E. B. Johnston: Do you think that
tractors pay?

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not dealing with
that question. I think they pay in this re-
spect, that without them we would not have
the increased area of light land tinder cul-
tivation, hut they do not reduce the cost of
production per acre. The area of my ele-
torate is 6,600,000 acres and of that the
area under cultivation is 62-2,000, or about
one-tenth of the whole. I have endeavoured
to show that it is necessary for the Govern-
ment to be careful how they increase taxa-
tion on the land owners; I have shown what
has occurred in the United States and the
great disabilities that have followed in-
creased taxation there. I now want to men-
tion what has occurrd in the past in order
to show that the onus of taxation has been
placed year by year on the men on the
land. I believe the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) mentioned that the Government
had reduced the subsidy to road boards. I
do not think we have had a subsidy for
some time. I am aware that 12 or 14 years
ago the Government granted road boards a
Pubsidy of 10s, in the pound of rates cl-
lected. This meant that the road boards
did not have to strike so heavy a rate or
collect so much money front the settlers;
the Government were assisting them out of
the general revenue of the State. In those
days we were not asked to clear roads. The
Government scat out men to clear the tracks
necessary to enable us to get to our
holdings. The road boards did not
collect rates until two years after the
land bad been selected, but roads were
necessary and the Government undertook
the work of clearing the hracks. To-day,

generally speaking, we have to pro-
vide our own. In addition wre used to re-
ceive special subsidies from the Govern-
ment for gravelling,. roads, amounting to
£100 or £200 a year. To-day we do not
receive that money. Governments talk oe
wvhat they are doing in the way of road
making, but they did in the past what they
are not doing to-day. The 10n, subsidy
was reduced to 5s. when war broke out. It
was afterwards reduced to a maximum of
£300, and now it is £140. We are more
and more called upon to rely upon our-
selves for the collection of rates. There is
also another anomaly-the increase in the
land tax. Governments continually say
that the land tax has not been increased
because the motley has been given to the
railways. Notwithstanding what the Mi~n-
ister said about land values being 15s.-it
is so in some casesj-whcreas our land is
valued at _10s. an acre, the average value
of our forest country is nearer 35s. an
acre. We, therefore, have had an increase
in the land tax. We used to collect on the
10s. basis, and now we collect on the 35s.
Road boards arc not receiving the assist-
ance they did get from the Government,
and, being obliged to make roads, they also
have to increase their land taxes. In my
district we are paying eight times as much
in rates and taxes as we did in 1923.

The Minister for Ra ilways: Do not the
Main Roads Hoard relieve you of a certain
amount?

Mr. LINDSAY : No. They do make
roads, and give us £2,000 per annum in
order to make others. I will agree that it is
a certain amount of assistance. We cannot
tax ourselves more than we are doing.
Taxation is considerably increasing, not-
withstanding statements to the contrary.

The Minister for Railways: You are try-
ing to show that you are worse off from
the standpoint of roads.

Mr. LINDSAY: I do not say that. I am
not like the member for Bunbury. I do
not say that no roads have been made in
the State except those that are the pro-
duct of the Mtain Roads Board. In the
wheat belt road boards have done good
work. They have made good roads, and
they made them before the Main Roads
Board made them, and constructed them at
less cost. When the hon. member makes
such a statement I feel I should go further
and say something about main roads. The
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polity of the Government is to do the work
by day labour, We have proved that this
poliey is not satisfactory when it comes
to a question of cost. There is no doubt
about this. I will tell the House of a
dieputation I introduced to the Minister for
'Works. This was wade up of various road
boardis in my electorate. Under the Corn-
mion wealth development roads scheme, as
it was then, the conditions laid down in
the original specifications, and by the Gov-
ernment, were so stringent that we could
not tender. We approached the Govern-
ment to alter the conditions and give us an
opportunity to put in a tender. The Min-
ister met us reasonably. In doing so ]he
made a statement that the policy of the
Government was one of day labour. He
said, "If my engineers cannot do the work
as cheaply by day labour as by contract,' I
wvill sack them, and get others who will."
That is a definite statement. I am pre-
pared to challenge it, and show that this
is not being done in. my electorate,

MNr. Withers : Do YOU suggest that a
private contractor can get more out gf
day labour than can the Governiment

lr. LINDSAY: We all know that when.
people work for the Government they adopt
the Government stroke. To show that may
statement is not irrelevant I will read the
letter from the road board concerned deal-
ing with this matter. This is in connection
with a development road, the Nembudding
South work. Seeing that the Common-
wealth Government give the State a cer-
tain amount of money for the making of
roads, the Main Roads Board should sea
that we get good value for that money.
They should see that it is well spent on the
roads, and that it is not spent according
to any particular policy for day labour or
contract work. The road boards in my
electorate have put in tenders. In many
cases the work has been done by day
labour, and in other cases by contracts.
Although I have no recollection of bringing
the matter before the Main Roads Board,
I received a letter from them 'recently ask-
ing me about complaints I had made. I
replied that I had no recollection of any
complaint and that it mast have been a
verbal one. I put in no complaint in writ-
ing, but I did make one verbally. I will
quote the letter to which I have referred:

I hoa-e to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 23rd inst., aud give hereunder

Eli]

the information required by you. Allowing
£1,000 for the Nembudding South work done
by P.W.D. day labour, the foreman in charge
completed 63 chains of forming and gravel-
ling (the work was not rolled), and my board
was informed that the balance available to
car'y tihe work on to the railway cross at Nem-
budding a distance of 15 chains, was under
£100. Therefore my board's supervisor camea
to an arrangement with Mlain Roads Engineer,
J. II). Leach, to submuit a tender of £:6 10s. per
chain for the completion of the work. This
board's usual tender price wae £7 per chain,
but our supervisor, M1r. Moody, submitted a
tender of £6 10s. per chain in an endeavour
to keep within the balance of the grant avail-
able to carry the work to the railway cross-
ing, which we did. Deducting the £E97 10s.
available for the comple tion of the work, also
deducting a further £0 for the year's main-
tenance leaves £852 10s., and as 68 chains
only was completed by Foreman Lambert (and
very indifferently completed) this works out
at £E13 10s. 7d. per chain, and the work was
not even rolled. The first heavy rain. left
grav-elling in such a condition that it cost my
board L9,5 2s. 3d. to recondition it. Every
assistance was given foreman Lamibert on the
day, wor~k job, even to loanming himn this board's
road grader free of charge. All the papers
forwaqrded to you in connection with this mat-
ter are a copy of those seat to the Main Roads
Board, but so far nothing has been heard in
reply by my board, and the balance of the
Money aneC is urgently needed before the end
of this finkancial year. I have to convey to
you the thanks of my board for your interest
in connection with this matter, and trust that
same satisfactoryV conclusion may be arrived
at.

The board's tender -for the work was
£7 10s. a chain, the work to be done
according to the specifications. Under the
specifications the road had to be rolled. So
far as we could ascertain the Main Roads
Board carried out the work at a cost of
£13 Os. 7Id., and the road -was not rolled.
The board had to go over the road after-
wards, and it cost 25s. a chain to pat it
into a state of repair. That is not in the
interests of the State. I understand there
were some difficulties at the time. Men
had been taken off the roads in the South-
West and work had to be found for them.
They told the board that if they did the
work by day labour it would be done, hut
if not, it would not he done. When the
board sjpoke to me about it, I said, %"Don't
do it. You will get your £1,000 eventually,
and you will get £1,000 worth of work
done. If you do it under this system you
Will probably get £00 or £700 worth of
work."

Mr. J. H. Smith: I suppose the work was
done at the wroing time of the year.

281



282 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, but that is not the
point. The work cost nearly twice as much
to do by day labour as it would have cost
un der the tender that was put in.

Mr. Withers: That is an exception.
The Mfinister for Mines: We have com-

pleted one road at half the price put in
by the contractor.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have another instance.
The Kununoppin Road Board tendered for
somec gravelling on a road in their area at
a cost of £7 5s. a chain, the road to be 15 ft.
wide. The Government refused to give the
work to them. The work was done by day
labour at a cost of £7 10s. per chain and
the road was only 12 ft. wide. I give these
illustrations to show that we cannot know
what the main roads cost. We can only
assume the cost. If I put up figures that
I1 did not know to be correct, I should be
told they were wrong. I know from my
own knowledge that men were put on to
main roads without tools. When they goat
their tools they consisted only of picks and
shovels. When one sees a gang of men
with picks and shovels throwing material
across the road, and knows that a grader
could do all the work that they are doing,
one can only assume that the roads have cost
a great deal more than they should have
cost.

Mr. Davy: Meanwhile the chairman of
the Main Roads Board is travelling through-
out the wvorld to ascertain the best method~s
for road making.

The Minister for Mines: Is there anything
wrong in that?

Mr. Davy: He should find that out first
and begin road making afterwards.

Mr. LINDSAY: I object to the state-
ment of the member for Bunbury as to no
roads having been constructed by road
boards. He does not know anything about
the &objeet.

M.%r. Withers: I was only referring to
roads which have been properly made, and
the places where God had been kind to the
people.

Mr. LINDSAY: On previous occasions I
have referred to some of our Acts of Parlia-
ment. Parliament is here to make laws.
We should not pass Acts to permit depart-
mental officers at their discretion to do thii
or that, particularly when it means imposin~g
taxation upon the people. There has been a
tremendous lot of discussion concerning the
Vermin Act, and statements and cross state-

ments have been made. There is only one
way to deal with dingoes, foxes and eagles.
namely, to pass an Act covering the whole
State. The Government were right in bring-
ing- down that Act, but they were not right
in the matter of the incidence of taxation.
I look at the matter in this way:

Mr. Clydesdale: I do not know of any
farmers who think taxation is right.

Mr. LINDSAY: The hon. member does
no t pay that tax.

Nfr. Clydesdale: I pay more than you do.
Mr. LINDSAY: In the past, Governments

provided some money out of general rev-
enue to deal with the dog pest. That pest
should be dealt with not only in the interests
of Western Australia, but Australia as a
whole. Everyone in the State will benefit
as the result of the increased production that
will come about. Seeing that in the past
revenue was lprovided for this purpose, the
Government should have made some prepara-
tion for paying something out of revenue,
and should not have asked a certain section
of land owners to pay the whole lot.

The Minister for Railways: Who gets the
direct benefit?

Mr. LINDSAY: The people who will gain
the direct benefit will be those in the metro-
politan area.

The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. LINDSAY: The great bulk of the

people who pay the tax will gain no more
benefit out of it than will those in the metro-
politan area. There has not been a dog in
the Toodyay, York or Beverley districts for
the last 20 or 30 years, and yet the people
in those districts are asked to pay a tax for
the destruction of dogs in outside districts.
in my district and in the North-West. That
is quite right. It is in the interests of the
State and of everyone that dogs should be
destroyed. The tax should not necessarily
be paid only by those persons who happen
to have dogs iii their vicinity. All the people
in the State should pay their proportion.
That is the only right and proper way to
look at it. I do not believe that the pas-
toralists and the agriculturists should be
asked to bear the whole cost. We have been
told that they asked for it. I was a member
of the comjnittee that discussed the matter.
In 1915 I called a conference of road hoardh
in Northamn to try to induce Toad boards in
the east ward to put the matter on a uni-
form basis and collect a uniform tax. That
was done years ago, so this is nothing new
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for me. I agree with the principle but the
incidence of the tax is wrong. W~hen the
Bill was under discussion I entered my pro-
test against the specifications for fences not
being included in the measure. It is not
right that we should leave such a question
to the Chief Inspector, Parliament should
decide those things, not a departmental offi-
cer. At the particular committee meeting
about which there hag been so much discus-
sion, I moved that there should be no ex-
evaptiont and I still believe there should he
none. I live in a dog-infested area and I
went to the espouse of putting up a fence
five years ago. Notwithstanding that, I amt
prepared to pay my quota. I have to re-
member that it is not only the dog that
jumps my fence but the animal that tears
his waly th~rough that I have to guard against.
I am prepared to pay the vermin tax, and
I consider there should he no exemptions.
There are other matters that should he in-
chided in the schedule so that the people
would know what the legislation provides,
I would like to see the Government amend
the Land Tax and Income Tax Assessiun
Act. I have had some dealings with the
Commissioner of Taxation, and with that
Act qite recently. [ have studied that mea-
sure and it is remarkable that it should hale
remained so long on the Statute-book with-
ouit drastic amendment. It was amended in
1923 and I have read the debate in that year
with great interest. I -have to give members
opposite credit for the work they did on that
occasion, for they claim to represent a cer-
tamn section of the comniunity and as a result
of the stand they took during that debate,
they secured an increased exemption for the
worker. As to Section 31, I know that it
was amended, but I could not find out why
the alteration was made. I read the debates
closely and it was only the day before yes-
terday that I found out the reason. It wa
due to a deadlock between the two HEouses,
arid the amendment I refer to resulted from
the conferenice of managers. Even lawyers
asked me why the amendment had been made,
and that was the explanation I gave them.
There are many other parts of the Act that re-
pnire amendment. I recog-nise the difficulties
confronting the Commissioner of Taxation.
No one likes to pay income tax, and many
are not paying who should he taxed. -Very
often thle ianocnnit stiffer for the asiilty, for
that is po-4sible under the Act. The indi-
vidual should have some rights that he does
not possess to-day. There are many things

included in the Act that should not appear
there. Section 48 means that if I appeal
against the Comnmissioner and he takes me to
court, I cannot get any costs even if the
objection to the appeal is frivolous and un-
reasonable. I will have to pay the costs of
the pr-ceedings, in whicil I was recently in-
volved.

Mr ay: Let us put through a small
amnending Bill to get over that difficulty.

',rt. LINDSAY: I am not going to pay;
don't worry about that! Taxpayers should
have the right to appeal, as they have under
other legislation. Another section deals with
the furnishing of f also returus and it pro-
vides for a penalty of anything from £2
to £200 and three times the tax. The Coin-
missioner can take at taxpayer before the
police magistrate and have him fined, on top
of which lie van impose the treble tax. The
taxpayer can appeal against the magistrate's
decision and take it to the Supreme Court.
lie niay be able to convince the couct that he
is right. In one instance I know of, the
magistrate did not consider the ease a serious
one, and fined the person concerned £7.
He did not impose the treble tax as well.
The taxpayer found, however, that when he
had finished with the lawv, the Commissioner
of Taxation got to work and charged him
three times the tax. There is no appeal
against the Commissioner's action. It does
not seem right that an extra penalty should
be inflicted after the court has dealt wvith
a ease. Regarding the recent proceedings
that I have referred to, in which I was in-
volved, the decision arrived at is a far-reach-
i ng one. I suggest that the Government
Should bring in a Bill to amend the Act to
inalke it clear, in view of the decision that
was arrived at, for it opens up a wide ques-
tion. Surely it will he seen that it is advis-
able to have it definitely laid down1 just
what the setion mneans. Originally, the see-
tion referred to an "annual amount spent for
the production of income," but in 1923 that
was amended to read for the "protection of
income that cannot be insured." It is quite
possible that some exemptions from taxation
will creep in although they should not be
allowed. Another sub-section requiring at-
tention is one in Section 31; I cannot under-

sadwhy it has been allowed to remain
there for so long. Thousands of pounds of
taxpayers' money is spent annually in the
nreparation of returns, and the payment of
taxation specialists' fees. There is a clause
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dealing with depreciation. It is laid down
that the Commissioner may allow deprecia-
tion, which means, the life of a machine.
Against the Commissioner's decision there is
no appeal. He alone can decide upon the
life of plant, whether five years or 50 years,
and there is no appeal. Once the Commis-
sioner has fixed the life, he has to allow de-
preciation on that life, but be has never
done so. H1e has allowed depreciation on the
written down value of the life of the plant,
and, therefore, I contend he has been doing
something illegal. He has taken from the
taxpayers money to which he is not entitled.
I hope the Government will! amend the Act
in that direction. Dealing with railway mat-
ters, a new line has been started in my con-
stituency. I refer to the Ejanding-North-
wards railway. I have asked the Premier
to receive a deputation regarding a further
extension. When the Minister for Railways
was speaking- I think he was under a mis-
apprehension, for he merely said the rail-
way should be extended further north. He
knows the country to the east of the line as
well as on the other side.

The 'Minister for Railways: There are two
branches.

Air. LINDSAY: That is so. Although the
branch to the north is also in my electorate,
that which will run eastward is the one that
will tap more settled land and where more
wheat is grown. The Ejanding-Northwards
railway has been authorised for 7.5 miles.
When I approached the Premier regarding
the deputation he said he had already in-
structed the Advisory Board to make a re-
port on the proposition and that, therefore,
a deputation was unnecessary. A peculiar
position has arisen since. In going through
the report of the Railway Advisory Board,
furnished in 1923, I noticed that they recom-
mended that the railway should go 70 miles
to the north-east, which wvould bring it about
25 miles north of the Beneubbin line, which
is a further extension of the Ejanding line.
Having submitted their report on that rail-
way, one would think that the board would
make the same proposal on this occasion.
However, the Premier has instructed the
members of the Railway Advisory Board to
proceed with the inspection and to report.
We know what it will be, for it is already
here before us. Although I have not the
whole of the information available regard-
ing the areas to be served, the Minister for
Agriculture was out there with me recently

and he appreciates the fact that there is some
very fine land there. If I read part of the
Advisory Board's report to the House, the
position will be made clear. This is what the
hoard reported-

The line reconmmended is about 70 miles
in lengthI starting from Pitbara. and follow-
ing as nearly as possible the road ruining
easterly from that place to the rabbit-proof
fence, thence in a general direction as shown
on the plan, and terminating at a point about
25 miles north of the Bencubbin line.

The report then goes on to deal with the
quality of the land, which is described as
good wheat-growing country. I hope a fur-
ther extension will take place as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board some years
ago. If possible I hope the Government
will bring in the necessary Bill this session.
I wish to deal with the question from an-
other standpoint. We are anxious to have
the wheat lands of Western Australia set-
tied. Governments and departments can
claim the credit for settlement, but if there
is any to be given, it is to the men who went
out and proved the country in face of op-
position. In that area we have had men 30
miles away from railways, unable to get
any assistance from the Agricultural Bank,
although they are farming first-class land.
They are clearing and improving their hold-
ings slowly, because they have not the cash
to go in for more rapid development. When
people talk about how the wheat belt areas
were settled, we should realise that it was
done by the individual who went beyond the
limits of ordinary settlement, without any
assistance from the Agricultural Bank, and
far from the railways. It is a good thing
for Western Australia that we had men pos-
sessed of the spirit that enabled them to do
such pioneering. We hear so much about
various Governments and departments and
what they have done, but had it not been for
those people who took up their holdings
ahead of safe areas, and away from reason-
able reach of railways, the wheat belt would
not be what it is to-day. There is another
railway I will refer to. The member for
Avon (Mfr. Griffiths) intends to move a
motion shortly, and I will not dwell
on the subject at length. However, I
think the Yarramony Eastwards railway
should be built. I hope the Government will

sydefinitely whether they intend to build
the line or not. There arc rumours that it
will not be built. I hope that people will
be told what the position really is, so that
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they wvill know where they stand. They
should not be allowed to continue in uncer-
tainty. The member for Avon dealt with
electoral rolls. I will tell a story different
from that he placed before the House. A
few weeks before the election I travelled over
my electorate to find out where the claim
cards and rolls were. I travelled for hun-
dreds of miles and although I could find
plenty of Federal rolls and claim cards, I
could find none from the State.

The Minister for Justice: Did you go to
the post offices?

iMr. LINDSAY: Yes.
The Minister for Justice: And the police

stations?
Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, aind I will tell you

what happened. I came back to Perth and
saw the Chief Electoral Officer. I told him
what my experience had been, and I asked
him for an explanation. He said that
every post office had received rolls and claim
cards. hut they were not there when I went
through. Discussing the matter with hiis
afterwards I found out the position. At the
time of the etions I ascertained that on
election day 35 people came in to Dowerin
who found their names were not on the rolls,
and the total number of votes recorded there
was 180. At Wyalcatchem that was the ex-
perience of 50 people and the poll there was
240; at Korrelocking there were 17 not en-
rolled and the voters there totalled 80, and
at Nembudding there were 17 not on the rolls
and 17 voted there.

The Minister for Justice: We could get
some revenue out of fines there.

Mr. LINDSAY: I told the Chief Electoral
Officer that there were 1,200 persons in my
electorate who should have been enrolled
but whose names were not there. I know
of an instance of a motor truck load of men,
about 20 of them, coming in to vote, and
on arriving at the polling booth finding that
their names were not on the roll. Wlhy?
They all believed they were on the roll;
they bad cards to show they were on the roll,
hut on examination it was found that those
cards were Federal and not State cards. I
diseoverd afterwards that Mrx. Gregory, who
represents the Commonwealth Electoral De-
partment there, received a certain bonus for
each name that he put on the roll, and that
he gave the local postmaster a penny for
every person's name that he, too, put on the
roll. Therefore it was to his interest to see
that everyone he could get bold of became
a Commonwealth elector. The consequence

of all this was that when a person made in-
quiries about enrolment he received a Comn-
monwealtb claim cards and the State was en-
tirely neglected. That matter should cer-
tainly be attended to. I mentioned it to the
State Chief Electoral Officer and he told
me it was receiving his attention. Although
I may get into trouble for saying so, I can-
not help declaring that those people who
failed to get on the State roll deserve to pay
the penalty to which they are liable. The
greater part of my speech this evening has
dealt with the production of wheat and the
extension of our wheat areas. I really do
think that is an important matter for the
State. I have somec practical knowledge of
the subject, an -d I reaffirmn the opinion that
we, in this State, have only touched the
fringe of wheat development. The time will
come, and it is not far distant, when we
shall be producing a lot more wheat than
any other State in Australia. The time
will also come when we shall be exporting
more wheat than all the States of Australia
coml.ined. It is necessary, however, that the
Government should do their best in connec-
tion with the settlement of the land. Of
course the work could be done better if the
Country Party occupied the Treasury bench.
Agriculture is the one primary industry that
we caji develop, and it is the industry' around
which all the others revolve; it is also the
industry upon which Western Australia will
sitand or fall.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.33]: With
the exception of a statement that 140 blocks
have been surveyed near Wyndham for
tropical agriculture, and that certain surveys
have been carried out in the Ashburton dis-
trict, there is no mention in the Speech of
the intentions of the Government regarding
the North-West. To a great many this isj

not only disappointing but very disquieting.
For years the North-West members of this
House, as well as many other people who
know the conditions that exist in that part of
Australia, have been pointing out the grave
danger in permitting the North to remain
in its present unpeopled and undeveloped
state. Governments in the past have agreed
with this viewpoint. The present Govern-
ment also seemed to have been fully seized
with the position. Shortly after the Collie~r
Government came into power, a Cabinet
Minister went to the North and looked into
the matter of development, and on his return
made the statement that the North would
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have to he developed and peopled, but that
it was quite too big a job for the State
Government to tackle. Others in this House
h1ave also nladle that statement and it has
been generally acknowledged that it is too
big a job. I agree with that "iew. We
have a huge area that requires to be de-
veloped: we have a small population and a
limited amount of money with which to de-
velop the State. But the necessity for de-
yeloping the North does really exist and that
is becoming tuiore and more necessary every
day. The Prime 3Mister, evidently realis-

ing the necesity for taking prompt action,
maide an offer to the Government of Western
Australia to take over that portion~ of this
Etate north of the 26th parallel. It will be
remsembered that a debate on the subject
took place in this House almost on the con-
eluding night of the last Parliament. The
matter came forward on the motion moved
by the Premier that the State should decline
the offer of the Federal Government. One
Caibinet 'Minister at about that time made
the statement that he would not allow the
people of the North to be sold like sheep.
It is not a question of selling the North; it
is a question of protecting Australia, and
to a certain extent the British Empire, from
invasion of a portion of that Empire. It
is not a State matter, neither is it, we may
say, a Commonwealth matter; it is really an
JImperial matter, because, after all, the weak-
est link is the strength of the chain of de-
fence. At the conclusion of the debate the
Premier promised that the matter would
again he discuissed with the Commonwealth
Government, and that we wvould be advised
from time to time as to what was being done.
Eight or nine months have gone by andt
not a word hais been heard of any further
discussion with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

Mr. Marshall: I think the Commnonwvealth
Government have gone on strike.

Mr. ANGELO : Why was nothing said
about it in the Governor's Speech? The
Speech should have contained an announce-
ment that the State Government, in comi-
pliance with its promise to Parliament, had
discussed the matter with the Federal Gov-
erment but that the Federal Government
had gone to sleep. I do not think that has
actually happened, hut I do tirge, upon this
(lovernment not to lose another day in
getting this most important matter settled
onvc and for all. The North must be

developed. We cannot hide the fact that
there are a thousand million coloured peo-
pie, increasing every year and becoming more
and more accustomed to the munitions of
war. The China war has given the Asiatics
an opportunity to gain more knowledge of
the use of munitions of war. Within
seven days' sail of our North there is an-
other powerful nation, as we all know, that
is daily becoming greater and stronger
in every wvay. It may not he generally
known what the position of this particular
nation is to-day. Japan has am area of
over 236,000 square miles and its Pppula-
tion is 80 millions. That means that they
have 331) persons to ever 'y square mile.
Those who read have learnt that Japan is
expandingr in population at snch a rate that
somnething, will shortly have to be done to
accommodate its vastly increasing numbers.
Adjacent, and within a few days' sail of
that country, there are 1,150,000 square
miles with a population of merely 191,000
people, and of that total 95 per cent, are
in North Queensland. In our own North we
have one person to every 67 square miles
of country, whilst in the Northern Terri-
tory there is one person to every' 113
sqjuare miles. We have just read of the
failure of the conference to limit arma-
ments. That will cause another race for
naval supremacy. Everything points to
the danger to which I have referred as
--rowing every day. Something most be
done. I think we have only the next 20
years to see that the North is properly
protected and that can only be dlone by
populating it. Who is going- to do it? Is
it to be the State with Commonwealth
money, or the Commnonwealth doing it
themaselves? In any case it must be done
as soon as possible. We should not
allow another month to go by without
making an effort to determine who is
to do it. It must be done. The matter
has been discussed in this House to my
knowledge for 10 years and every year the
promise has been made that something
would be arranged with the Federal Gov-
ernnment. To-day wve are in just the same
state of uncertainty as we were in 10) years
ago. It is the duty of this Government,
knowing that they cannot do it themselves,
to get to work and find out who is going
to populate and develop the North. Either
tbe State must do it with Federal asistance
or the territory will have to be handed
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over to the Federal Government on certain
conditions. If the Federal Government are
not prepared to carry out some scheme,
then it is the duty of the State Govern-
ment to point out to the Imperial Govern-
ment that this neglect of development has
taken place through the State's inability
from a financial point of view, and through
the negligence of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. But something must be done, It
is the fruetion of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to find the money, even if they do
not carry out the work. The Common-
wealth Government are responsible for the
defence of Australia. A Commission was
appointed some time ago by the Federal
Government under the Northern Terri-
tory Act. it is quite a year since it was
appointed, but I have not seen a single
item of news as to what has been done hy
that Commission. Time is the essence of
the contract; the matter is getting- more
and more dangerous every day and nothing-
appears to be done to lessen the menace.
It can only be done by population andi
development, and we should certainly know
from the Prime Mlinister what his ideas
are in respect of taking- over that portion
of the State lying- north of the 20th or 26th
parallel. The sooner an announcement is
made the better will it be for the State
and the Commonwealth and for the safety
of the Empire. I am glad to be able to
tell the House that we have had a remark-
ably fine season in the North following oin
what may be termed a three years' drought.
Unfortunately, nt the end of that drought
period, the condition of the areas in the
North was very poor. The losses of sheep
have been considerable and the pastoralists,
especially those at Gascoyne and Ashbur-
ton, have had a rough time. MIen who
were considered very wealthy had to cur-
tail man 'y of their expenses, and had to
look to their financial backers for help.

Mr. 'Marshall: That does not apply to
the whole of the North-West.

Mr. ANGELO:. No, hut it does apply to
a considerable portion of it.

MAr. "Marshall: To quite suffiient of it.

Mr. ANGELO: What I have to say shows
the unfortunate position we would have
been in if some of the so-called big areas
had been cut into areas of 40,000 or 50,000
acres. It would have been disastrous for
those districts.

Mir. Marshall: It is all rot to talk aboat
40,000 acres up there.

Mr. ANGELO: The pastoralist has to be
a big tuan, and must have a big area. It
is not an industry into which a small man
can enter.

MXr. Marshall: lie could not possibly
man age with 40,000 acres.

Mr. ANGELO : I quite agree. There
has been a great deal of comment about
the vermin tax, especially from the mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mir. Lindsay). This is
not a tax. It is a contribution by the
pastoralists and the farmers towards a
fmnd, contributed to by the Government,
to fight a special danger and a special
menace.

Mr. Fergusotn: What is the share of the
Government?

Mr. ANGELO: The Government under-
took to contribute to the fund.

Mr. Ferguson: But they did not do so.
Mr. Marshall : The fund is not yet

operating.
Mr, ANGELO:0 T he Ac t did n ot originate

with the Government. It was brought
down by the Minister for Agriculture at
the request of the farmers and pastoralists.
These people realised what the dingo pest
might mean to the State. Two or three
years a-go I quoted from an article pub-
lished in a Sydney paper showing what the
dingoes have done in Western New South
Wales, where the flocks have been de-
creased by 70 per cent. Some stations
had to gro out of sheep altogether because
of the dingoes, and take on cattle.
Whereas a cattle station employs say
one man, a sheep station ivill employ about
15 men. This shows -what the pest means
to the labour market as well as to the pas-
toralists themselves.

Mr. Rowe: Six thousand dingoes were
killed last year.

Mr. ANG:'ELO: I am defending the con-
tribution which these parties make to a com-
mon fund that is to he used for the one
purpose.

Mr. l\Tarshball: The member for Beverley
thinks the Premier got; his surplus out of!
the tax.

31r. ANGELO: He certainly did get his
surplus out of the tax if he used it, but I
do not really think the Premier put the
money into revenue.

Mr. Marsbhall: lip could not do so under
the Act.
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Mr. ANGELO: If properly dealt with,
the dingo may be brought down to such small
numbers that the tax may be reduced, and
may even disappear later on. While the
numbers are increasing so rapidly and such
extensive damage is being done, it was
necessary that some campaign for the do-
struetion of this pest should be entered upon
right away. The Government did right to
accede to tbe requests of the farmers and
pastoralists, and raise this fund. All I ask
them to do is to get on with the job and
rid the country of the dingoes. The sooner
that is done, the sooner will the tax dis-
appear. It is not to the dingo only that
the Act applies, for at also deals with foxes
and eagles. It may be considered that the
fox is something that need not be mentioned,
and that it does not at present come into
the question. That is not so. Only about
IS months ago I heard of the first fox being
in Western Australia. There was a notice
about it in the paper, and a photograph was
published of some person holding up the
body of the fox. Now these pests have
reached Shark Bay. On one small farm at
Perenjori seven Coxes were killed within the
last few months. I have two of the skins
at homne now. When I was in Adelaide a
few months ago I visited a friend's house
four miles from the post office in one of the
hill suburbs. I was told that people in that
suburb could not keel) fowls- because of the
foxes. After all, it is not from the fanner
that all the help should be forthcoming.
We might yet have to tax the suburban
householder to assist in keeping out the
foxes. I only mention this to show that
foxes will become just as difficult to get rid
of as the dingo.

Mfr. Ferguson: Tbey are pretty rough on
lambs.

Mr. ANGELO. Yes. Farmers ought to be
only too pleased that the so-called tax has
been imposed. I hope when the sum is
raised it wvill he T'ut to good use, and a
campaign against dingoes and foxes will be
carried on with vigour.

M.r. Lindsay: Why not make the house-
holders pay and ohtain the benefit?

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps foxes will come
much closer to civilisation than dingoes, and
be a source of trouble to those who will not
be affected by dingoes. It is many years
since we heard of dingoes on the lower Gas-
coyne, and yet the people there are quite
willingly paying the tatx. They know that
if the dingo is not tackled now while it is
further out, it will probably come along and

extend through the Gascoyne area. This
should be regarded as a national task. Every
person -who is liable to visitation from the
dingo or the fox should contribute to the
tax, and assist in ridding the country of the
pest as far out as possible. Reference has
been made to the development of the North-
West. There is at present a good chance
of a new industry being carried on success-
fully up there, and developing into a big
undertaking

M1r. Griffiths: It. has already mede good
progress.

Mir. ANGELO: Yes. It may lead to the
introduction of thousands of people to the
North. I refer to the shark skin industry,
and to that which will dieal with marine
products generally

Mr. Oriffithh.: People laughed about that
years ago.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. I remember having
to reply to one of my colleagues from the
North who was making fun of the possi-
hility of the shark ever being any good ex-
cept to take down newcomers. Thanks to the
discoveries of Dr. Ehrenreich, who is now
recognised as the world's greatest authority
on marine products, this industry is likely
to prove a most valuable one.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Is'that why he,
was recalled?

Mr. ANGELO: le was not recalled. It
has been found possible to make utse of
practically every portion of the shark. When
the factory ship arrives here from England,
equipped with proper machinery, every por-
tion of the shark wHi be used, and nothing
will be left hut the bite. The teeth will be
used, the bones, the fins, the flesh and the
liver. The shark's skin has been proved to
produce some of the finest leather known.

Mr. Griffiths: It is better than the Chicago
pigs, nlt of which are used hut the squeal.

Mr. ANGELO: The bones and a certain
portion of the shark have now to be thrown
away because of the lack of machinery
to deal with such hy-products. Almost every
piece of the shark wvill be put to commercial
use. At present the flesh is treated in a
primitive manner by sun-drying. Even so
it is bringing a big price in the far East
for human consumption. I was shown some
of the prices that have been obtained for it.
Ever ,y ship that goes out shows that there
is an increase in the price, and indicates
that the people in the far East, now that
they are becoming used to this food and
can rely upon it, are more and more anxious
to get it. The skins are all being sent to
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England for treatment. It is hoped wvhen
the factory ship arrives that all the parts
will be dealt with in the North-WeaL Last
January the Government were approached
by the directors of the English company
with an offer to take over the Carnarvon
meatwvorks. I understand they were allowed
to occupy the buildings under leasehold con-
ditions for a certain time. I believe now
they are offering to purchase the works.
Pastoralists of the North have lost a con-
siderable sum of money there, and so have
the Government, which advanced money
against the freehold.

The Minister for Mines: The Government
lost the larger amount.

Mr. ANGELO: I think the losses were
evenly divided.

Mr. Davy: The Government lost about
£80,000.

The Minister for 'Mines: It was over
£60,000.

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member is re-
ferring to the Fremantle works.

Mr. Davy: No. The money there is not
yet lost.

The Minister for Railways: It is £60,000
without accrued interest.

The Minister for Mines: It was over
£60,000 at Carnarvon.

Mr. ANGELO: The pastoralists have lost
all their money. The Government will lose
a certain amount. If the industry pro-
gresses as we hope, the money lost by the
Government will be returned to the State
in an indirect manner by the employment
that is given to large numbers of persons,
by a. certain amount of taxation that will
no doubt come back to the Government from
the operations of the company, and through
other devious channels. I understand from
the directors of the company that they have
acquired a fine ship of about 1,750 tons,
which is being fitted out with the latest ap-
pliances for dealing with marine products.
It is hoped that the vessel will be out in
Australia within three or four months. It
will he equipped with a dozen launches
specially built for the purpose of deep sea
fishing. At presant the company's fishing
opecrations are restricted to a couple of
small steam launches picked up in Sydney
harbour which are rather unsuitable for the
job. Even with these two launches I have
seen over 20 tons of shark, dugong and
turtle brought into Carnarvon within one
week; I have seen five tons brought in on
one dayr. That shows that even with those

two little lainches the prospects are indeed
good. If the company can get 20 tons of
fish in one week with two small, unsuitable
boats, it eon well be imagined what they
will be able to do when they have 12 or 14
good boats operating at the same time. Dr.
Ebrenreich seemed to be very pleased in-
deed with the result of his investigations
in the North. He says that we have a tre-
nmendous variety of marine products of
which he had never dreamt. He showed me
some edible fish that had been caught in
nets by his party while fishing for sharks,
and he considers that quite an indus-
try will be built up in dealing with edible
fish apart from sharks, which seem to be
the special object at present.

Mr. Griffiths: All we have to do now is
to utilise the alli,ntors.

Mr. ANGELO: There are no alligators
in the Qascyne. In the shark nets the corn-
pany have been getting an average of six
or seven turtles per day-huge green turtles
which the doctor considers will be worth at
least £5 each to the company when dealt
with in the way of making soups and ob-
taining certain extracts and other by-pro-
ducts. Then there are the dugong, large
numbers of which are being caught. This
aspect is really new to us and also to the
doetor, who thinks use can be made of
dugong, which should prove upon investiga-
tion to be also t highly valuable fish.

'3r. Marshall: Dlugong oil is a wonder-
ful remedy for rheumatism.

Mr. ANGELO: That is recognised al-
ready. The company have had dugong up
to 1,200lbs. in weight, so it can be imagined
what this vast quantity of good food stuffs
will be worth when proper experts have got
to work and ascertained exactly the best
method of utilisation. I am told by the
directors that they hope within 12 months
to have 600 men employed in and around
Carnarvon. Of course those men will not
all be at the fattory, but they will all be
connected with the business; and we know
that if there are 600 men fully employed on
good wages, it will mean at least 1,200
wives and children and so forth coming
along.

Mr. Clydesdale: They -will all be Labour
supporters.

Mr. ANGELO: 'If I can only see the
population of the Gascoyne doubled within
the next two years, I will retire with a cer-
tain grace in the event of being beaten by
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a Labour man. However, I am not worry-
ing about that. A period of nearly three
years may cause quite a difference, and
meantime there many he a redistribution of
seats, opening upj. new vistas and new
avenues. Still, that does not affect the ques-
tion. I shall do all T possibly can to help
the industry along. I am indeed glad that
the Government are so sympathetic towards
it and are doing so much to foster it. The
Premier and is- Mlinisters have instrueted
their officers to vasist the company as much
as, possible. That is the right spir-it in
which to encourage people coming from the
Old] Cotintry to open up a new industry
here.

Tht Minister for Railways: About half
the members. of 'lie Government have visited
the company's works.

Mr. ANXGELO : I am very pleased to
know they have done so. The company's
operations, although only in the initial
stage, are being watehed carefully; and al-
ready I have heard of two more companies
being formed-onc in Sydney, the other at
Home-to operaze on our northern coast,
and along soniewhat similar lines. One of
these new companies has already acquired
certain concessions giving a basis of opera-
tions on the coast. I hope these companies
also will be very successful, for along our
coast, in the opinion of the directors of the
first company, there is room fr them all.
The flishing there will not lie a monopoly for
any one company. Our coast is so huge,
extending over nearly 2,000 miles, that there
is room for a dozen companies; and the mnore
that come along and operate and produce
this leather and these foods for export to
the F ar East, the better the market will be.
The possibilities of success in this industry
open up another vista-the possibility of
our having a tourist resort or an anglers'
resort at Shark B ay. I hold in my hand
a booklet which I found on the Trans. train
a few months ago. It is issued by the New
Zealand Government and is called "The
Hor-f oif the Big Fish." It gives illimatra-
tions of numbers of huge fish found on the
coasts of the North Island of New Zealand.
There is the sword fish, the maple shark,'
the hamnierheadl shark, and several other
hurtre Aish which run up to 700 and 800 lbs.
in weight, and which anglers now delight in.
catching- on rodl and line. It sometimes takes
eight or nine hours to hand a fish after it is.
honked. Zane Grey has written a book on

this sPort', I think the Leader of the Op-
position has it now. Zane Grey claims to
have discovered this new fishing ground,
-which is attracting to !New Zealand hundreds
andi hundreds of jpeople from Amterica and
other parts of the world to indulge in the
deep-sea sport. Only about 25 years ago
a small number of anglers, say, six or eight,
formed themselves into a little club oni Santa
Catarina Island, California, to catch these
very- samie kinds of fish. They arranged that
there should he friendly competition, with
trophlies for -whoever caught the largest fish;
arid thiey selected a little beach where there
wvere at that time only a couple of
fishermien's huts. That little beach, with
two fishermen's huts of 25 years ago,
to-day is called AvaIon, and at least
half a million antlr visit Avalon every
year. That fact shows the possibilities
of a little fishing resort properly worked up.
Zzine Grey, 's book is now being sold all over
thle world, and we shall find that tourists to
N ew Zealand wvdl. increase by thousands
and thousands in the near future. I showedr
this folder or booklet to Dr. Ebranreich, and
he assured tue that every fish mentioned in it
can bie found in Shark Bay, together with a
number of other sporting fish not mentioned
in the New Zealand booklet at all. I have
taken on myself to write to Mr, Zane Grey
tellingt him abont Shark Bay, and suggesting
that on his next tour to the South in hs
wonderful yacht he should try to tusks
Shark Bay, and discover it as a fishing re-
sort, and thereupon advertise it throughiout
the world. If we can only get a few hnn-
dred people to visit Shark Bay every year,
it will be something. 'It will help the world
to know the land that we live in, and per-
haps bring uts in teach with people frora
countries where the existence of Westerna
Australia is practically unknown. 1 siu-
cerely hope that the establishment of an in-
dustry for the exploitation of our marine
products will help us to solve the question ofE
how we aire to develop the North, Quite a
number of other industries will follow in the
train of the main industry, once we have it
establishied. Now I want to jump from the
North down to the wheat areas. The Gov-
ernor's Speech states that loans made to
settlers dluring the year by the Agricultural
Bank amounted to £500,000. In answer to
questions I put to the Treasurer the other
evening I was, informed that repayments
during the same year to the Agricultural
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]lank were £E570,120, and to the Industries
Assistance Board £893,930.

The Minister for Railways: Those
amoun111ts inclUded interest.

Mr. AN TGELO: I wanted to know what
-was the actual money coming in. The actual
money received by the Agricultural Hank
from the fanning industry last year was
£1,464,059, whereas advances to farulers dur.
iag last year amuounted to only £599,000,
showing, that tire Government received from
the farmers £805,050 more thaun they ad-
vanced to them.

Trhe -Minister for Railways: No, that is
not correct. A lot of that money was in-
terest.

.Mr. ANGE*LO: But I am speaking of tho,
actual money received by the Government.
They received the money; whether it was
1)art loan and part accruied interest does not
matter. That was the amount the Govern-
nieat got back.

'rhe Minister for Railways: They got ad-
ditional mvoney, new money, to the extent of
about C1500,000.

Mr. ANGELO: But the Governor's Speech
says that Agricultural Bank advances to set-
tlers during the year totalled £599,000. That
ic; actual new money, I suIppose. But the re-
payments to the Agricultural Bank and the
Industries Assistance Board totalled
£1,464,000, showing a difference of £865,000
actually received back by the Agricultural
Bank in London from the settlers. I amn
indeed pleased that the farmers were able to
pay that amount back, hut I am sorry to
think that at this time, -when money was
being requested for new developments and
new fanners were coming in, the Govern-
ment should set at bad example to other
financial institutions by allowing nearly
£1,000,000 to come back to them. Why not
use all this money and lend it to others to
assist in development?" It is the hardest job
for f armers to get money at the present time.
I know of hundreds of eases where extra
areas would have been put under crop if the
farmiers could have financed the putting-in
of the crop.

The Mlinir-ter for Railways: We have to
pay interest on the money ire borrow.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but the Gov-
ernment should not require to draw in
£1,000,000 in one year.

The Minister for Railways: We did inot
draw it in. If ire bare ten million pounds
or twelv-e million pounds out on which Are

have to pay interest, we have to do what you
complain of, and pay the interest.

Mr. ANGELO: But it is rather drastic to
call in £C1,000,000 in one year.

The Minister for Railways: But the ma-
jority of that represented interest payments,
which we have to pay to people from whom
we borrow.

Mr. ANGCELO: But this concerns some
£805,000, which would represent a thunder-
ing lot of interest. That would indicate a
sumn of about twelve million pounds upon
which interest was beingl. paid. I am sure
the Government have niot got that amount
involved,

The Minister for Railways; But there an.-
the Industries Assistance Board clients, too.

Mr. ANGELO: I understand the Min-
ister's point of view. At the same time we
are asking young lads to go into the country
areas instead of staying in the towns. New
farners arc wanting assista-nce to get a start
That is what the AgrTicultural Banik was es-
tablislied for. It seemis to me bad policy to
pursue the lines adopted by the Govern-
mieut at this stage.

Mr. Chiesson: Are you objecting to the
old farmers payinig their debts?

Mr. A"NGLO: Not at all, but why not
pass on to others the mnoney received?9

Hon. 0. Taylor: And keep it in circulat-
tion ?

Mr. ANUlELO: That is so. When 10 far-
mers go off the bank, 10 more should be taken
on. Quite a thousand niew settlers could have
been assisted with thle money I refer to.
Most of the banks in Western Australia have
been lending more money than they have
got in the State. This is a borrowing
State and I ami afraid one or two of the
banks have not been lending money on that
basis. I am afraid the Commonwealth Bank
has more deposits from the State than they
have loaned out to people in Western Au-
tralia. That does niot apply to niost of the
other banks, whose loans exceed the deposits.
That is why I think it is rather a bad policy
for the Agricultural Bank to start pulling-
in its horns, just at a time when we are try-
ing to develop our wheat industry and over-
take the harvest returns in tile other States,

The Minister for Railways: You are mix-
ing up the Industries Assistance Board and
the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. ANGELO: But it is all coming in.
The Minister for Railways: But you for-

get, the Industries Assistance Board.

291
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Mr. ANGELO: Which is not operating.
The Minister for Railways: What about

the soldier settleis? There is a considerable
sum going out still.

Air. ANGELO: But it would not be any-
thing like the amount I have referred to.
However, I may be incorrect on that point.
It is an extraordinary thing that the Gov-
ernor's Speech did not mention the amount
lent by the Industries Assistance Board, but
merely referred to the assistance extended
to settlers through the Agricultural Bank.

The Minister for Mines: Was not that
more than in other years?

Mr. ANGELO: I will guarantee that the
amount repaid was double that received in
any other year.

The Minister for Mines: That may be, but
you do not answer my question.

Mr. ANGELO: Through my association
with banking, I know that hundreds and
hundreds of men want assistance to-day.

The Minister for Railways: The Agricul-
tural Bank does that business.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not know why the
Agricultural Bank should not be allowed to
do it on the security of the wheat.

The Minister for Railways: Hut that can-
not be done under the Act.

Air. ANGELO: Some method should be
adopted to overcome the difficulty, even if
it means amending the Act to enable the
Agricultural Bank to assist young fellows
going on the land.

The Minister for Railways: Will you give
us your support if we introduce a Bill to
establish a rural bank, in order to do that?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, I will.
The Minister for Railways: Then you

may have the opportunity.
Mr. Marshall: What will happen to that

P.P.A. bank of yours?
Mr. ANGELO: I am glad the Primary

Producers' Bank has been mentioned, be-
cause we have lent out nearly three times
t he amount we have received from people in
this State. If every other bank bad done
what we hare done, money might not be so
short just now. Every penny we can bor-
row from the Eastern States is coming to
Western Australia.

Mr. Lindsay: We are short of money in
the various banks.

Mx. ANGELO: That is why I am men-.
tinning this matter. Every day good decent
young fellows come to me to ask for a few
hundred pounds in order to put in additional
crops, and fallow next year. They have good

land and want money to extend their areas
under wheat.

The Minister for Railways: The Agricul.
tural Bank has not the statutory power to
do it.

Mr. ANGELO: And I want to get that
statutory power for the bank. With the
fine cantry we have in Western Australia,
there is room for 10 more banks, whether
rural banks or- banks of other descriptions.
Let them all come! It was with grave con-
cern that I listened last night to the report
of the IMinister for Lands regarding group
settlement. Tt must he disappointing and
disquieting to every member. If the
Minister is quite satisfied-apparently
he has not been working on the
basis of his own judgment, but considers
he has been well advised by the officials---
that it is necessary to cut the loss, I agree
with him. Let the first loss be the last loss.
I do not think it would pay us to carry on
unprofitable blocks. I made a suggestion to
the Premier the other night that members
should be given an opportunity to visit some
of the group settlements to find out for them-
selves how they were progressing. His reply
was that members had had every oppor-
tunity. I have not had any such oppor-
tunity during the last two years. I made
several requests to the ex-Minister for Lands
that he should pernit mre to go with him
when he was visiting the groups. He pro-
mised that I could do so, but Mr. Angwin
was a busy man and probably did not
think of it when the opportunnity arose.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: A lot of the trouble
has arisen from too many members going to
the groups.

Mr-. J. H1. Smith: Members can go down
.at anyv time.

Mr. ANGELO: That is what the 'Min-
ister said, but what is the good of going
down unless we- have a responsible officer
with us to explain the scheme and what is
being done? If we go down individually, it
means that these valued officers will be

dragged away from their jobs 50 times or
more. On the other hand, if one comprehen-
sive visit were arranged, they would be
dragged away but the once. As to the Peel
Estate, I have been around that area two
or three times but I have not been able to
find out what is happening there. I could
not find anyone to explain matters to me.
It is possible to go there without seeing very
much at all. Some time ago Mr. Angwin pro-
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duced some large heads of maize that lie
said had been grown on the Peel Estate. On
the followiing Sunday I went down to see
where the maize had been grown, but could
not find the holding. In fact, one muan said.
that the maize had not come from the estate
at all! That was rather disquieting.

The Minister for Mines: 1 saw the maize
there myself. It was 6f t, high.

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad to know that
it was there. The present -Minister for
Lands told me that if we could arrange for
a number of members to take the trip he
would make an officer avalble to explain
the scheme to us. We should have no diili-
culty in forming a party for that purpose.

Mr. J. H. Smith: In the Manjimup area
you can see maize rowing l4ft. high.

Mr. ANGELO: Some criticism, by way
of a question, was indulged in regarding the
despatch of the ebairman of the Main Roads
Hoard overseas in order to learn his job. I
do not agree with the attitude adopted on
that point and I am glad Mr. Tindale, who
is a good engineer, has been sent abroad.
What experience could he secure of road-
making in Western Australia'! To learn
the latest road-making methods it is neces-
sary to acquire the knowledge from those
who are making roads, and then compare the
various methods so as to decide upon the
best. I am certain Mr. Tindale is not wast-
ing his time and that when he comes back,
the saving he will effect will far outweigh
the expense of his visit.

Mr. Davy: The criticism was that the
Main Roads Board were pushing on with the
work before his return.

Mr. ANGELO: I was not referring to
the hon. member's criticism. There was also
an adverse commtent on the appointment of
an Engineer-in-Chief from outside Western
Australia. I fully concur in that appoint-

nie..
Mr. Sleeman: It was not so much the

appointment of the Engineer-in-Chief as of
the numerous other subsidiary officers.

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps some of those
could have been appointed from within the
State, but in a country such as Western Aus-
tralia, which depends so largely upon en-
gieein abiit, we should be prepared to
pay to secure the best advice. We have lost
hunndreds of thousands of pounds through
not having competent engineers. I am cer-
tain the Wyndbam Freezing Works could
have been erected for a quarter of the sum
that they cost, and that the £200,000 lost in

the Fremnantle har'bour would not have gone
astray had capable engineering knowledge
been available. 1 hope the Minister control-
ling the road grant. will never lose sight of
the tact that Western Australia has received
assistance on the basis of area as compared
wvith, population, and that the North-West is
a very large area to which the same treat-
ment should apply.

Mr. Marshall: They got the money on the
area plus population basis, but they have not
allocated it on that basis.

Mr. ANGELO: That is what I want them
to do. The arguments that enabled the Min-
ister for Works to get that quota for West-
ern Australia should not be forgotten when
he is allocating money for the vast areas of
the North, including the Murchison.

Mr. Marshall: It is obvious that he has
overlooked that point, and will continue to
do0 so.

Mr. ANGELO: The Speech mentions the
new steamer on the North-West coast. She
is a very fine vessel indeed. I have been
travelling to the North for the last 40 years,
and so have had some experience of the
vessels on the coast. The "Roolinda" stands
alone as the most comfortable and service-
able we have ever had on the coast.

Mr. Sleeman: She beats all the private
enterprise boats.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not know that, with
the exeeption of the mail boats, there is any-
thling in Australian waters to compare with
her. I have heard some suggestion made
of trading concerns. I want again to say
that the State steamers are not a State trad-
img concern. Ever since I have been in the
Hiouse I have contended that the State
steamers are developmental utilitie.

Mr. Griffiths: Practically they represent
yo ur railway.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so.
The Minister for Mines: You were in the

House when the State Trading Concerns Bill
was passed, and you insisted on the State
steamers being included in that measure.

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing of the sort. Later
an amendiuent of the Act was brought down
to enable the then Government to sell the
State trading concerns. I gave notice of an
amendment that the State steamers and the
State ferries should be cut out of the
schedule. Had that been done I could have
voted for the sale of the State trading con-
cerns except the steamers and ferries. That
is what the Minister is referring to.

The Minister for Mines: No.
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.1r, ANGELO: Yes. I gave notice of an
amendment that the State steamers and
State ferries should be cut out of the
schedule. It was the only way to save
them if the Bill had passed.

The Minister for Mines: Were you not
in the House when the original Act was
passed:?

Mr. ANGELO : No, it was before my
time. Reverting to the "Koolinda,'' the
only thing, I amn afraid of is ftht they are
trying to make too much use of her.

M1r. Coverley : They are not making-
enoug-h use of her.

Mr. ANG;ELO: They are trying to run
14 trips yearly, thus giving her only three or
four day s spell in Fremantle. I am afraid
she will not he kept uip to the mark if
they do that. That is why I think it so
necessary that we should have a second
vessel, It would gi'-e uis a fortnight's ser-
vice and more time for each boat to be
overhauled in Fremnantle. Moreover, if
the vessel c!an stand it, I do not see how
the officers and men can stand it either,
for they arc up every night and it is no
holiday for them in Fremantle, because
they are .unloading and loading when there.
Moreover, with two boats we could have a
proper fortnightly service, which would per-
mit of the issue of return tickets. The last
two occasions on which 1 have travelled by
the "K7oolinda," she left hundreds of bales
behind at Carnarvon because she was already
full. It shows how well she is justified.
Again, we have often heard it said that we
have not the officers and crews to run these
boats. If anyone wants more competent
officers and better crews than are to be
found on the "Koolinda" and the "Kanga-
roo"l he is pretty hard to s5atisfy.

Mr. Slecinian : There are plenty wiore
like themn in Fremiantle.

Mr. ANGELO: I daresay. On the last
trip several Nor'-Westers were aboard.
Theyv had never travelled on a State
steamer before, having an objection on
principle. However, when they left the
''Koolinda'' they all expressed tliemselvyes
as- being- quite satisfied with her.

Mr. Coverley:- She has made a lot of
converts.

MNr. ANGELO: One viewpoint stressed
by the member for Fremnantle (11r. Slee-
mian) the other nigeht, I cannot agree u-itli.
le said we should drive off the Singapore
boats from our coast, or words to that

effect. As an old resident of the North I
realise what we owe to those Singapore
boots. But for them the people of the
North would have been very badly off
indeed.

M1r. Sleenian: They know what they owe
to us, too.

MNr. ANGELO: I do not think they have
inade very miuch profit.

Mfr. M1arshall: JDoiing war time, when
there was not so mutch profit,. they took the
b)oats off quickly enough.

M1r. ANGELO: They left us 75 per cent.
of their hoats.

MNr. Sleenian: Apparently you stand for
black labour.

Mr. ANGELO: The question is, can we
spare ihose boats f romn our coast-i I say
we cannot. At present the Singapore boats
are inazking a trip every week during the~
(atti le Vason, and there are fouir of then].
Then we have the "Kangaroo" and the
'Koolinda," or six boats per month in al.
How are we to replace the four Singapore
boats if we drive them off the coast? What
would the metropolitan market do for its
beef supply? Vc require to have at least
five State boats before we can afford to lowe
the four Sing-apore boats. As for the
coloured labour, if we drive that away the
boats will go too, and then God help the
Nor'-West, aind God help youI people down~
here who are dependent on the North for
your beef. The member for Freniantle
made a point about the money spent in
Australia by the offiers and men of the
State boats, as against the others. I think
every officer on the Singapore boats is a
married mnan and that all their families
live in Fremantle.

Mr. Sleenian: How inan)' of themt in all
aire there.'

Mr. A'NGELO: I suppose each of the
boats has 1O or 12 officers. And those boats
arc keeping uip a jolly good connection with
Sing-apore and Java, which I do not think
the State boats ought to do; because if
they once gro past their own shores they
becomne trading concerns. At present,
while exclusively on our own coast, they
aire developmental utilities.

r.Clydesdale: And when they carry
oii produce uip to Java they arc not
developmental utilities!

3rk. k.N(ELO: There is not very much
being carried up there at present. Let us
get a second "Koolinda," but do not let us



[11 AUGUST, 1927.]29

do anything to drive away the Singapore
boats, for we want them all. Let us get
all the cargo and passengers that we can
for our State boats, but beyond that let us
do nothing- to drive off the Singapore boats.
It mnay be easy enough to drive of Holt's
boats.

Mr. Davy: flow, could wve drive off thci-e
vessels, even if we wanted to?" It is not a
State function.

Mr. Slecian : No, but it was on the
reeommcndatioa of the Leader of the
Opposition, a State member, that the last
boat was granted permission to trade on
this coast.

Mr. ANGELO: We have seen the results
of tile 'Navigation Act in Tasmania and
ether places, and I say we ought to let
sleeping dlogs lie. By all means let us get
a second "Koolinda."' I am hopeful that
all the steamers we can get will be re-
quired before very long. I was in Car-
narvon in July when a telegram arrived
stating that the result of the year's finan-
cial operations was a surplus. I was ver 'y
much delighted with that, for I realised
the fine advertisement it was for Western
Australia to he able to tell the world that
after so many years of depression and
struggling, caused by the war and its
aftermath, we had been able to balance
the ledger for the first time. But, listen-
ing to the Treasurer the other evening, I
began to get a little doubtful as to whether
wye really did have a surplus. The first
item mentioned by him, which he acknow-
ledged to have taken into revenue, was
£E58,900, the balance of the Goldfields
Water Supply loan.

The Minister for Railways: What would
you have done?

Mr. ANGELO: Left it in the sinking
fund, as would any other financier except a
political financier, It is a special fund
created to he set off against our loans. When
one particular loan happens to show a sur-
plus, why nnt leave that to he offset against
another loan that is short in its realisation?

The Minister for Railways: We had de-
ficits foir years because of our contributions
to that fund.

MNTr. AN1%GELO: Previous Treasurers knew
there would be a surplus in that fund. Why
did not they grab it?

The M1inister for Railways: Because they
could not.

'Mr. ANGELO: They could have stopped
paying in to the fund.

'Mr. Panton: No. A Bill was passed
through both Houses to allow of tEat being
done, bat the Home authorities objected.

Mr. ANGELO: Then why did not the
Treasurer use it to set off against the acen-
tunlated deficit1

The Minister for Lands: Why not re-
joice?

M.ANGELO: Because I do not think
tile correct thing was done.

The Minister for Lands: You dld not
wvant a surplus.

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing -would please me
better than to know it was a genuine sur-
plus. I am beginning to doubt it.

The 'Minister for Lands: You are very
inuch disappointed.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier said that
owing to investments; made by trustees the
surplus was created. In June of last year
there was a surplus of £204,000 in respect
of this particular loan. Yet that comes
down to £.58,000. It looks to me as if there
has been a tremendous sacrifice made to
get hold of the £58,000 in time to include it
in last year's figures. Why not have left
the £204,000 in.'tle sinking fund? I am
certain that no financier would have done
what the Treasurer did. The sinking fund
was created for a special purpose.

M1r. Panton: And that special purpose
was fulfilled.

'Mr. ANGELO: But it was not intended
for a particular loan.

The Minister for Just-ice: There was a
specially heavy sinking fund of 3 per cent.
on that loan.

Mr. ANGELO: If the Premier wan tea
to take that £C58,000 out of the sinking fund
he should have put it against the deficit in
the same way as he says he applied the
£200,990 obtained from the Federal Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Agriculture: What
would you have done?

Mr. ANGELO: Used it in the same way
as the £290,00D of Federal money was used
-- s;et it against. the deficit

Mr. Marshall: You assisted the financial
mlanloeuvres. of the Carnarvon meatworcs,
and they hare closed down.

Mr. ANGELO: They never operated and
so they could not have closed down. The
Minister knows that those meat works were
erected on the strong advice of departmental
officer-s.

The Minister for Agriclture: On your
advice. You approved them.
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Mr. ANGELO: What I asked the Gov-
ernment to do was to send up the most
competent officials they had to report
whether the works ought to be built and, if
so, to select a site and suggest designs.

The Minister for Agrioulture: It is very
unfortunate that everything up there, such
as fish works, etc,. has been a failure.

Mr. ANGELO: I did not have the slight-
est band in any fish works, and the Minister
knows it.

Mr. Marshall: You did not discover until
recently that you had so many sharks up1
there.

Mr. ANGELO: t have become accus-
tomed to sharks in the last few years. Take
the item of £150,000 that should have
been paid to the sinking fund trustees.
I cannot make out whether that has been
debited to interest or not.

The Minister for Agriculture: What would
you have done with the Primary Produces
Bank?

Mr. ANGELO: I should certainly not
have anticipated some other arrangement
with another bank to carry me over an]
refrain from paying the interest due. Speak-
ing on this item, the Premier told us that
general revenue did not benefit by that sum
of £150,000. He said it bad been placed
in the suspense account to meet losses that
we were bound to have on account of group
settlement. Then the following discussion
occurred:-

The Leader of the Opp>osition: Where did
you debit ill

The Premier: It has been sot aside.
The Leader of the Opposition: Held in sus-

penre
The Premier: In a suspense account.
The Leader of the Opposition: Where did

you get itt
The Prouder: W~e have refrained from pay-

ing the amount.
The Minister for Agriculture: We have

not paid it into revenue.
Mr. ANGELO: But what is it debited to?
The Minister for Agriculture: It is put

in a suspense account.
Mr. Panton: Put in a jam tin.
Mr. ANGELO: But where did you get it?
Mr. Panton: You want to know too much.
Mr. ANGrELO: At a later stage in the

debate the following discussion ensued:-

The Leader of the Opposition: I think the
Premier cannot have debitd this £150,000 to
the interest bill; otherwise the interest bill
would be greater.

The Premier: No, it was not paid.

The Leader of the Opposition: It was not
paid to the sinking fund trustees; it is just
held in suspense. Tt remains, of course, in the
revenue.

The Preir: It does not benefit revenue.
Still later, the Leader of the Opposition fur-
ther questioned the Premier as follows:-

The Lieader of the Opposition: Thea where
did the Premier debit the amount?

The Premhier: I say that the general revenue
did not benefit by thie £150,000.

Mr. Fenton: Did you take all that down
in shorthand?

Mr. ANGELO: What do members make
of it?

Mfr. G-riffiths: A good old smoke screen.
Mr. ANGELO: The Premier estimated that

his interest bill last year would be £212,000
mere than that of the preceding year, but
as a matter of fact it was £3,000 less. Con-
sequeutly the Premier paid in interest
£215,000 less than was paid in the previous
year. Would that have happened if the
£160,000 had been debited? I contend it
would not. Last year the Premnier was called
a prophet because lie got within a few
thousand pounds of his estimate, but here on
this one item of interest he is out £C215,000.
1 should like the Premier's assurance that
the £150,000 was debited as it should have
been debited. He may have put it into a
suspense account in anticipation of the
agreement with the Federal Government.

The Minister for Justice: The Premier
will tell you the whole system of finance
when he brings down the Budget.

The Minister for Agriculture: But you
will not understand it.

Mr. ANGELO: I cannot understand this.
The Minister for Agriculture: We cannot

understand your methods.
Mr. A!'N\GET,O: I admit that I cannot un-

derstand this. I have a knowledge of finance
extending over more than 20 years. I was
in a bank for a good many years and
amongst the positions I held was that of
bank manager. Still, I confess that I have
not much knowledge of political finance.

The Minister for Agrieigture: But you
have other knowledge.

Mr. ANGELO: I should like to know.
whether the £150,000 has been debited to the
interest account as it should have been. If
it has not been so debited, I consider there
has been a breach of faith with the trustees
of the sinking- fund and the public of Weit-
emn Australia. The suggested agreement
with the Federal Government has not yet
been ratified by Parliament, and it would be
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quite wrong for thle Premier to anticipate
the ratification of an agreement and suspend
thle paymecnt ot £150,000 to Elhe sinking fund.

The 'Minister for Justice: It has not been
suspended at all.

Mr. ANGELO: Then where the dickens
is it? It is not shown in the interest ac-
count.

The Minister for Agriculture:- It is where
the profit in the miea proposition is.

Air. ANGELO: It is all very well to
drag the mica fields, red herrings and other
fishy things across the trait, but that will
not satisfy mec. I want to know where the
£1.50,0)00 is.

Mr. Pantot: Wec are not going to tell
you.

Mr. ANGO:0 If it has just been held
in the revenue, it might halve to be paid tl]L;
year, and if that is so, instead of there beingo

a .upu of £28,000, that itemi alone wouldpls
make a deficit of £122,000.

Mr. Clvdesdale; That is what is annoy-
ing you.

MrIt. A'NGELO: NYot a bit of it. The
Government have JC2,250,000 of Federal
money for -which they are piaying 1 per cent.

The Minister for A1griculture: For what
puirpose, grnp.,;?

1fr. ANGCELO : Yes. The Government
are charging the g-roup settlers 6 per cent.
for that mloney.

The Mlinister for Agriculture: We are
getting, nothing for it.

Mr. A'NGELO: But the Government fire
debiting it up to the settlers and crediting
revel] lie.

The Minister for Agriculture: Debiting
it lip?

Mr. ANGELO: Will the 'Minister tell
mec thle Government are not getting 0 per
cent.?

The Minister for Ag-rieultnre: We are
not getting" it. What you call an interest
Collcess", on does not exist. It is lost and
gone.

M r. ANGELO: lint last year the Trea-
sury must hove debited those peole with
0 1pr cent, interest alnounting- to £C135,000
and for that the Government; are paying 1 per
cent., which is £22,500. Where is the £110. -
000 difference?7 I hope that is held in suspense
account and] has not been taken into revenue.
As the Leader of the Opposition pointed
out, thle Premier received £19.000 more
than hie expiected under the heading of re-
imburs-~eents, and p;aid out less in interest

[123

and sinkingv fun-l hr £215,000. That is a
difference of £405,000. The Leader of the
Oppiosition wound up his speech by asking
the Premier to cxlain the position frankly,
and 1 certainly hope that wvill be done.

Mr. Clydesdale: As clear as mnud.
Mr, ANGELO0: The Premier also claimed

that by placing £200,000 of the Federal
.grant to cover the reduction of 33 1 '/3rd per
cent. in the income tax, lie had lost £00,000.
le said the reducftion had cost him £250,000.

The Minister for Justice: He certainly
got £250,000 less by -way of taxation.

Mr'. ANGELO: I admit that, but he
admitted that 1he income tax receipts
amounted to only £145,000, so that his loss
was only X172,000.

The 'Minister for A gricult ure: 'We an-
ticipate getting a greater amiount from in-
come tax ('very year.

Mir. ANGE 1.0: That i , what the Pro-
inier said lie actually received. The figures
show that the Premier, by taking, the
.200,000, made £28,000. In short, he mnade
his surplus out of the £E200,000 that he set
aside to cover the redutction of incomne tax.

Mr. A. Wangbrough: What about the
dingoes?

Mr. ANGELO: Another thing I should
likie to know is how the other £200,000 of
the £560,000 of Federal mnoney has been
dealt withi. That wras, to have comec oft the
deficit. I should like the Premier to tell us
whether it was credited to the amjount al-
ready funded or taken off thie hank deficit,
or just how it was dealt with.

Mr. Griffiths: Was it not to come off
the funded deficit?

Mr. ANGELO: We wvere lirolised that
the £200,000 was to come off thle deficit and
I want to know how it was applied. The
other £58,000 from the sinking fund should
have been applied in the same way. The
sinking fund was created as a set-oil against
the State's indebtedness. While the Pre-
mier admitted having received more revenue
by £1,800,000 than the MKitchell Government
received in their last year of office, he was
able to show an alleged surplus of
onily £28,000. Thle year 1922 was the
peak ycar of the deficit, and the short-
age in revenue was then £732,000. That
was the timec when, thanks to Sir
James -Mitchell's bold policy of de-
velopment and increased production, the
State turned the financial corner. Tn the
following year Sir James reduced the deficit
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to £405,000, and in his last year of office he years of administration. There are lean
got it down to £-229,000. That meant that
the deficit was reduced at the rate of
£225,000 a year.

The Minister for Justice: We could have
done the same.

MiA. ANGELO: Yet the present Premier
acknowledges that he received nearly
£2,000,000 more in the way of revenue than
Sir James Mitchell received in his last year
of office, and all that can be shown is a
surplus of £28,001). On the results achieved
by Sir .James Mitchell and at the same rate
of progress the present Premier should have
at surplus this *year of £400,000.

The Minister for Lands: You had the
super tax.

The Minister for Railways: Of 15 per
cent.

Mr. ANGELO: That was mighty small
when it comes to a question of millions.

The IMinister for Railways: Take 15 per
cent. on a million.

Mr. Dav'y: Why onl a million? We never
have a million in taxation.

The Minister for Railways: It was off
every tax, not only the income tax.

Mr. Davy: What else was it off?

Mr. ANGELO: The Treasurer, whilst ack-
nowledging receipt of a bigger revenue,
claimed that its receipt also meant higher ex-
penditure. That is correct up to a certain
point. When a business increases and the
receipts become greater, the overhead charges
generally remain the same. In the case of
this State there is the same Parliament, there
are the same departments, and the same
heads of departments.

The Minister for Railways: How much has
the same parliament cost us?

.Mr. ANGELO: Mighty little. The whole
cost of Parliament is only a flea bite. There
are the same heads% of departments, and prac-
ticallyv the same civil service.

The Minister for Lands: Look at all the
advantages accruing from medical services,
education, hospitals, charities, etc.

Mr. ANGELO: The cost of these does not
run into £1,800,000.

The Minister for Lands: Then there are
the police, the civil service and teachers, and
so on.

'mr. AiNGELO: By this time we should
have seen a surplus of 4!400,000, that is tak-
ing it at the same rate of interest and the
same rate of progress as was achieved by
the previous Government in the last three

years aud fat years. We have to provide for
the lean years. We have had two or three
good years lately in, this part of the State.
If we can build up a little surplus and catch
up some of the leeway, we should do so. I
am disaprpointed that the surplus was not
greater. If I were satisfied that the e28,000
surplus was a true and genuine one, it would
not be so bad.

Mr. C'lydesdale: How does it compare
with the other States?

Mr. ANGELO: I am not comparing it
with the other States, but with what was
achieved by the previous Government that
was in power. It is right that the Treasurer
should give us a frank explanation to clear
up these points, more especially as to the
item, £150,000. If that has not been debited
to interest and is still kept in revenue it is a
liability for this year, should the agreement
not be confirmed by Parliament. It is only
fair to the people of the State that a full
explanation should be given as to these
amounts, and that we should know exactly
were we are with regard to last year's fig-
ures.

On motion
jouirned.

by 'Mr. Pauton, debate ad-

H3ouse adjourned at 10.5 p.m.

ILegislative Council,
Tuesday, 161h. August, 1927.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE Or ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. J. Coriell, leave of

tbiwtle for thrlee consecutive sittines.
irnnte1 to Hon. J. E. Dodd on the grounid
of ur-ent private business.


