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The SPEAKER took the Chair ai 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LONG SERVICE LEAVE,
REGULATIONS.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH asked the Pre-
mier: When will the regulations relating to
leng service leave, announced by him lasi
year, be submitted to the House?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier) replied: Details are nearing
finality, and the regulations will be publishe:l
shortly.

QUESTION— NEWCASTLE STREET
SCHOOL,.

Mr. J. MacCallom SMITH asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Why is the Neweastle-street school
being elosed? 2, Do the department intend
to provide another school in the same local-
ity for the benefit of the small children, as
suggested by a deputation fo the Minister
for Education and approved of by him?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier) replied: 1, To enable the build-
ing to be converted into a Junior Technieal
School. 2, This question bas been under con-
sideration in connection with the draft Esti-
mates, and an early decision may be antici-
pated.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY, NOR-
THERN SUBURES.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH asked the Min-
ister for Waorks: 1. Is he aware that the
water supplied to the northern suburbs is
as filthy and unfit for domestie use as ever?
2, What is the department doing, other than
flughing the pipes, to improve the serviee?
3, When may users expect to be supplied
regularly with elean water?
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Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, The depart-
ment are not aware that the water supplied to
the Northern suburhs has at any time been
filthy and unfit for domestic use. The water
has been discoloured at times with rust from
the pipes. 2, To reduee the corrosive gqual-
ity of the water it is treated with lime both
at the diversion weirs and the various service
reservoirs. All new exfensions are laid with
cemnent-lined pipes. 3, Occasional diseoloura-
tion of the water with rust is inevitable so
long as iron pipes not thoronghly protected
from the water are used.

QUESTION—TIMBER RIGHTS AND
REVENUE.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
What is the area over which Millar's Timber
Company have either hewing or milling
rights? 2, What amount was received for
rent or royalties for the year ended 30th
June, 19277 3, What is the area over which
all other firms, companies, or individuals
{cxeluding the State Sawmills) have either
hewing or milling rights, including all tim-
ber sold by tender or auction? 4, What
amount was received for rent or royalties
from sueh firmns, eompanies, or individuals
for the year cnded the 30th June, 19279 5,
What was the highest rate of royalty per
load reecived for timber sold by auction--
(a) milling, (b) hewing?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier), replied: 1, 468,053 acres, 2,
Rent £925. Royalties (exeluding sandal-
wood} £148,558. 3, 859,690 acres. 4, Rent
nil. Royalties £85,051. 5, Highest rate of
rovalty per load (received during 1927) for
timber sold by auction during 1926—(a)
milling, 8s. 9d.; (b) hewing, £2; or, highest
rate of royalty per load received for timber
sold by aunction during 1927 —(a) milling,
8s. 6d.; (b) hewing, £1 Gs.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [4.41]: I natur-
ally feel pleased at again having an oppor-
tunity to speak on the Address-in-reply.
When we go up for re-election we never
know whether we <hall he returned or not.
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However, I atm extremely gratified that the
electors have had sufficient confidence in me
to send me back to the Assembly. The first
time 1 spoke in this Chamber, 1 mentioned
that 1 had not too strong a leaning towards
party polities, that in fact I was rather in-
clined towards eleetive Ministries. After
fighting the last eleetion, I am Brmly con-
vinced that the system of elective ministries
should be adopied. Before the general elec-
fion a prominent Parliamentarian told me
that he was going to my electorate to fight
for his party’s candidate. I told him I did
not mind se long as he fought fanly. His
rejoinder was that there was no such thing
as fighting fairly when contesting an clee-
tion nnder the system of party polities. He
added, “Everything is fair in love and war.”
After my experiences during the contest I am
inelined to think the Parliamentarian in ques-
tion is just about right. .An ordinary lay
mind, such as I possess, still fails to see why
a system of elective Ministries counld not be
inaugurated. Let us fight our clections, and
after that let ns elect a Ministry from the
whole House. TUnder those conditions the
legislation passed would be good and for the
benefit of the State as a whole.

Mr. Lutey: How many parties were fight-
ing you?

Mr. BROWNXN: Three. The party of the
the hon. member interjecting missed the bus,
T am sorry the candidate in question did
miss the hung, hecause the Premier ecame up
to help him. I helieve the hon. gentleman
was fo make some highly important an-
nouncements in my electorate. However,
when he found that his candidate had missed
the bus, the Premier merely talked about the
time when he was minding turkeys and how
he got a jolly good hiding for losing them.
T wish speecially to vefer to the admin-
istration of certain departments. I do not
wish the Houmxe to be under the impression
that my criticism is going to be purely de-
structive and none of it construetive. Prob-
ably T shall have a little of each to offer.
The first department I desire to touch upun
is the Treasury. The Premier and Treasurer
has said—and T bave no donbt his statement
is correcet—thal he has a surplns of £28,000
for the finaneial vear just closed. The Leader
of the Opposition fails to see it. The mem-
ber for Beverley (Mr. C. P. Wansbhrough)
says the surplus consists of receipts from
the vermin tax. To my lay mind it is dif-
ficult to deeide which is vight, but I am
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strongly disposed to think that a statement
made by the Premier of the State must be
pretty well eorrect. In any ease, it is most
gratifying to learn that we have a surplus.
One peeuliar thing about the finanees,
though, is that while we have, according to
statements published in the Press, 2 huge
eredit balance at the end of June, there is
always a tremendous debit balanee at the end
of Jduly. I do not know how that comes
about, or what the system of hookkeeping
is; but as soon as we get into July a tre-
mendons deficit acenmulates, However, I am
peascd to know that the deficit for last
July is less than it hus been for the same
month in previous yeavs. There is a good
season ahead of us, and probably at the close
of the eurrent financial year we shall have a
more substantial surplus than the present
one. One of tha mest 1mportant announce-
ments made from the Premier's Department
relates to the arrangement for the abolition
of the per capita payments. Probably the
Premier had no alternative hut to aceept
what was offered, for it was entirely in the
hands of the Iederal Government. He had
to accept what fhe Federal Parliament had
pussed.

My, MaeCallum Smith: Why do vou
sity he had no alternative?

Mr. BROWN: Well, the only alternative
is secession, and we have as much chanee of
getting that as we have of flying over the
moon.

Hen, Sir James Mitchell: No, you are
wrong, We shall have an opportunity for
discussing it soon.

Mr, BROWN: One thing, under the new
agreement, we are to get eertain moneys for
28 yenrs, With the sparse population we
have, probably for many years that ar-
rangement will be in our favour. But if
Western Australia is going to advanee, as I
think she is, we shall have a very much
larger population at the end of a decade,
and so the arrangement may no longer be in
our favour, It must not be overlooked that
as our population increases, so, too, will our
wealth, and if the Commonwesalth is going
to abandon the field of direet taxation, it
may be all right for us. But the Common-
wealth is not doing that; it is still going to
maintain a certain amount of that taxation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: All of it.

Mr. BROWN: It is maintaining the in-
come taxation, merely reduecing the amount
by ) per cent. TF adversity should ever eome
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to the Commonwealth, if stunds to reason
the Commonwealth will restore that taxation
to the old level. Still, as I say, if the Com-
monwealth really did abandon the field of
direct taxation, probably we should benefit
by the arrangement made. However, when

everything is in the halance, I have
vet to learn that the new arrangement
will he in the hest interests of West-

cen Australin, The next thing I wish
to mention in relafion to the Premier's
Department is the North-West. We should
have much more information before we
agree to cede fo the Commonwealth any
part of the North-West. Some time ago,
last session or the session before, the House
passed a rvesolution to the cffect that a
Royal Commission should be appointed to
report on the disabilities and eapabilities
of the North-West. T am at a loss to
understand why that Commission has not
beer appointed. I have never seen the
North-West and so I do not know the
quality of the =oil, or whether the climatie
conditions will permit of o white man
living up there. Tf we had fhat Royal
Commission, we could peruse the evidence
taken before it and the report of the Com-
mission, and so we should be in a position
to cast an intelligent vote on the proposal
to cede some of that valuable territory to
the Commonwealth. However, it strikes
me that this North-West proposal, and the
abolition of the per capita payments, are
but further links in the chain of unifiea-
tion.

Mr, MacCallum Smith:
of that?

Mr. BROWNXN: XNot at the present june-
tnre. It is the opinion of many people
that we have too many Parliaments. But,
being the distance we are away from the
scat of the Commonwealth Government,
unification would be a great ineonvenicnes
to the people of Western Australia. Also,
the North-West, or that part of it proposed
to be ceded to the Commonwealth, is some
2,000 miles away from the seat of our
State Government, almost as far us we are
from Capberra., The North-West, it is
admitted, is labouring under certain dis-
abilities because of its remoteness from
the eapital eity. It would be very much
better for the North-West if its affairs
were administered by a deputy controllinz
body located in the North-West. The most
important department we Lave at present

Da you approve
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is the Lands Depariment. I wish to touch
upon the system of selection, Since we
have introdured survey before selection, [
am inclined to think we have driven many
a valnable, practieal young man away from
Western Australin. The present system is
to survey a few blocks and advertise them.
In consequence we have up to 70 applicants
for each block. Many of my acguaint-
ances, young men whom I know would
make good and prove typical pioneers, men
reared on farms, have for over 18 months
applied without snecess for a block of land.
Yet I believe we have millions of acres of
first-class agrieultural land awaiting selec-
tion. T would advise the Minister for .
Lands to get his surveyors to work and,
instend of throwing open half a dozen
blocks at a thne, wait nntil he could offer
400 or 500 blocks and so give those younyg
men a chance to seftle in the State in which
they were born. I know half a dozen
young men from one loeality who have had
to leave Western Australia because they
could not proeure land.

The Minister for Mines: Can they do
hetter anywhere else?

Mr. BROWN: I should like to see more
blocks thrown open at a time, so as to give
our own young men an opportunity to
establish themseclves on the land. After
all, charity begins at home and we should
look to onr own yonng men. During the
debate a good deal has been said ahout
some of the work on farms, and we are
told that we have an influx of Italians. T
have now retired from the farm, and so I
am not engaging any men. However, a
eouple of days ago I met one of my con-
stitments who told me he had employed
several Italians and found them to be the
best men he ever had, I asked him what
he paid them, and he said he had to pay
them the full rate of wages. At first he
paid only £2 per week and tucker. They
had to go out suckering, and in no time
they struck for another 5s. per week.
However, my friend compromised and paid
them £2 2s. 6d. ‘“Truth to tell,” he said,
“they are worth £3."7 He did not give
them that, of course.

My. Marshall: Well, he was frank, if not
honest.

Mr. BROWN : A sou-in-law of mine
wanted a man, so T went round to the
Government Labour Boreau. The wages
offered. were £2 per week and food, but
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although there were over 100 men there,
I could not get one of them. Next time [
called at some of the private registry
offices, and at last was successful in getting
a man. But after two days he eleared out,
saying the task was altogether too hard
and that we were working him 18 howrs
per day. He was given £1 to eclear ouf,
and his fare was handed to him by the
registry office, but those at the office have
not seen him since.

Mr. Griffiths: Was he working 18 hours
per day.

Mr. BROWN: Certainly not! Absurd!
* He {id not start till 9 o’clock on the first day,
and on the second day he was dressed at
4 o'clock and about to clear out. When
employers have experiences like that, it is
only natural that they should turn te those
men who will do the work. Of course I
think we should patronise our own kith
and kin, for we have thousands of youns
Aaustralians only too eager either for em-
ployment or for land, and we should pay
attention to them first. The next thing [
wish ta toueh upon is group settlement.
It was with a great deal of pain and sor-
row that I listened to the remarkable state-
ment made by the Minister for Lands last
night. The condition of those groups
seems to me deplorable. We should like
to know what is wrong. T ean eome to no
other conclusion than that we were not
quite ready for those immigrants, that they
eame out in too large numbers all at once,
with the resnlt that land bad o be found
for them before we had the opportunity to
pick out the best land.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Quite wrong.
Half of those who went on the groups were
our own people.

Mr. BROWN: I believe a lot of them
were Australians. Still, we had to settle
our tigrants. So they were seitled there,
and when we find such an enormous debt
on their blocks, we can come to no other
eonclusion than that they have been over-
capitalised to sueh an extent that it is im-
possible for them to make a living.
What was wrong? Were those men settled
on land not altogether suitable for the
purpose? The Royal Commission was able
to procure evidence, and it distinctiy re-
ported that several of the settlements were
not suitable for what the settlers were try-
ing to do. If that is the case, we have no
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one to blame bot ourselves. I have
been trying to work out some of the
Minister’s statements. Vhen we find
that from £1,500 to £2,600 has been ex-
pended on some of those blocks of only
160 acres, it is eclear that something
must be wrong when the settlers ecannot
exist on their blocks even after the
expenditure of all that money. The land
is supposed to be adapted to the buifer in-
dustry. 1 agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that we have to foster that in-
dustry, but it seems to me it is, in a meas-
ure, z dying industry. Having regard to
the prices of butter, milk and cheese, some-
thing is radically wrong if a man on a con-
venient piece of land cannct make a living,
The Minister said the Paterson scheme was
maugurated only to put a bounty of 2d, per
1b. on butter because the men were trying
to make a living off over-capitalised land.
But if the dairying land in the Eastern
States is over-capitalised, so too is it over-
capitalised here, and anything that we ecan
do for our settlers, it is only right that they
should have it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
taxed is the trouble.

Mr. BROWN: Five or six weeks ago I
made a tour of Gippsland. There I came into
contact with the Closer Settlement Board
and learnt a lot of useful information. I
found that the Vietorian Government went
in largely for repurchased estates. I had
an opportunity to peruse one of the set-
tler’s books and aceounts for the year, and
I found that on 50 acres he produced £550
worth of hutter and milk and £150 worth
of pigs. If that can be done on that land,
we can accomplish the same in Western
Australia.

Mr. Latham: Some in the South-West are
doing that.

Mr. BROWN: I am pleased to hear it.
Tn Gippsland some improved properties were
purchased at not more than £10 per acre.

Mr. Mann: You would not get properties
for £10 an acre now,

Mr. BROWN: Probably in that heavily-
timbered country settlers are confronted
with the difficulties experienced here but we
have to foster our dairying industry for all
we are worth. Otherwise the time will come
when the Commonwealth will be producing
insufficient bufter and cheese for its own
needs. The member for Bunbury (Mr.
Withers) told us that the Bunbury butter
factory had produced 600 tons of butter last
year and that every pound of it had been

Being over-
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eagerly spapped up. If that is not en-
couragement for us to push on with the pro-
duction of butter and milk, I do not know
what is. When men are settled on dairy
farms, it is essential that they be provided
with the right sort of cows. There are some
breeds that will produce more milk and less
butter fat than other breeds. If a man is
living at a distanee and cannot forward the
milk to the large towns, he would favour a
breed for the production of butter fat. But
we must have the right type of cow. It has
been difficult to stock our group setile-
ments, and caltle have been imported from
the Eastern States. I saw one mob of well-
grown heifers just landed from the Hastern
States, and I feel satisfied that a majority
of them will never prove payable. It takes
years to build up a dairy herd of a high
standard becaunse of the necessity for weed-
ing out unprofitable beasts. That, however,
applies everywhere. In introducing eattle
from the Eastern Stales we must not over-
look the faet that they are unaecustomed
to our climati: conditions. In the Sonth-
West a good deal of cold, wet weather is
experienced, and it stands te reason that
from that cause, to say nothing of the dan-
ger of the zamia palm, there must he great
losses. I was surprised to learn that the
losses had been so faw. I should be sorry
if any disaster overtook our group settle-
ment scheme. The day is probably not far
distant when we shall congratulate ourselves
on having undertaken the establishment of
this form of scttlement in Western Aus-
tralia. There is not the slightest doubt that
we ought to encourage land scttlement to
the fullest possible extent. Last season the
State produeced cver 30,000,000 bushels of
wheat; we still have millions of aeres of
unocenpied land that will grow wheat, and
it is the duty of the (Glovernment to do all
they ean to encourage settlement. Away
from the wet and cold distriets of the South-
West it has been proved that the light land
will respond to proper cultivation and pro-
duce payable crops of wheat. We have
millions of acres of such land suitable for
wheat growing, and T think it would be
better to put some of the group settlers on
land of that deseription rather than on the
raw, sour eountry of the Sonth-West where
thev will be unable to make a living for a
considerable number of vears. T am in-
formed that in certain parts of the heavily-
timbhered country of the South-West it takes
the work of two or three generations to get
the land into full produwction. Just after
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Sir James Mitchell sueceeded in arranging
for the Iwperial Government to assisi us
with our scheme of group settlement, the
residents of the Pingelly distriet formed a
deputation to wait on him. They had under
offer 20,000 acres of Pingelly land at an
average price of £2 per acre, half of which
was cleared and a considerable area other-
wise improved. Practically all of it was
fenced. We explained to Sir James that
if group settlers were put on that land, an
area of 500 acres each would be a payable
proposition.

Mr. Marshall: He did not tell us any-
thing about that,

Mr. BROWN: We knew that the land
was suitable for the cwltivafion of raisins
and sultanas, but unfortunately the bottom
fell out of the dried fruit market just at
that time, The land, however, it still cap-
able of heing profitably employed for group
seitlement purposes.

Mr. Davy: For what purposes?

Mr. BROWN: For dairying. If group
settlers had been put on that land at the
time, the Government would not now be
faced with the necessity for writing off such
large losses in the South-West, To-day that
land could not he purchased for less than £4
an acre. Had it been bought at the time it
would bave been a good husiness proposi-
tion, The Public Works Department has
been funetioning well. The Main Roads
Board has been operating actively and has
had a tremendous amount of money to ex-
pend. The loeal road hoard submitted ten
ders for work required by the Main Roads
Board at Pingelly and have done excellent
work. Day labour is employed; that is one
of the conditions under which the road
hoard’s tenders were accepted.

My. Mann: Who made that condition?

Mr. BROWN: Tt was one of the eondi
tions stipulated when tfenders were called.
The board employed a good elass of work
men and, with the aid of up-to-date road-
making plant, have constructed some mag-
nificent voads.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Did they use
shovels and picks?

Mr. BROWN: No, they ploughed the sur
face, employed motor trucks to cart the
aravel, which wag ohtained nearby, and used
road-making machines. Some of the roads,
however, are eosting pesrly as much as a
railway. A road is being constructed from
Northam to Greenmonnt, passing througk
Clackline, nnd T helieve it is costing as mueh
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as a railway, exclusive of the rails, of course,
That road is being constructed department-
ally. Many of the workmen employed on
the job are mere youths who are in receipt
of 14s. or 15s. a day, and when pay-day
arrives, they have so much money that all
they can do is to travel to Perth for a jolly
good time.  An employee in the Railway
Department told me that after many years’
service he was in receipt of the basic wage
of £4 5s. and had a family to keep, snd yet
those young fellows were drawing as much
as he was,

The Minister for Lands: That man has a
permanent job and the others have only a
temporary job.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, working for
perhaps only three months in the year.

Mr. BROWN: Young men will not under-
take farm work when they ecan get sueh
“eushy™ jobs on the roads.

Mr, Panton: “Cushy,” all right, swinging
a piek!

Mr, BROWN: A Pingelly man told me
that le was seeking work under the Mains
Road Board beeause the pay was much
better than on a farm. Men will not give
attention to farm work when such “cushy”
Jobs are offering under the Public Works
Department. I have no complaint to make
regarding roll-stuffing in my electorate. The
road board undertook the eleetoral work
and most of the men employed upon it werre
loeal men. If there was any roll-stuffing T
do not think it made much difference. It is
a matter for congratulation that the rail-
ways showed a profit last year of £34,550.
The achievement is creditable to the State
as well as to the officials from Commissioner
Pope to the humblest man in the servige.
During the last year or two the 44-hour
week has heen introduced and the men's
wages bave been increased, and in spite of
all that the railways made a profit. T think
1 am right in saying ours is the only State
system in the whole of Australia that showed
a profit last year. Irom the point of view
of ability, our railway officials can compare
favourably with any others in the world.
We have fewer accidents than elsewhere.
Sometimes our trains do not run aceording
to schedule, and are often an hour or two
late, but like the slow hoise they arrive al
their destination safely.

Mr. Panton: It is safety first

Mr. BROWN: T have no complaint at
all on the seore of the attention that is paid
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to passengers, and the courteous treatment
accorded to them. But what hag the sur-
plus cost, and what has been neglected to
attain it? ‘Our railways were not introdueed
in order to make profits. They were built
by Governments to develop and open up the
couatry and our resources. Seeing that our
population ig less than 400,000 and our mile-
age of railways is about 4,000, it is remark-
able that a profit of £34,000 can be shown
Still more remarkable is it that the freights
and fares charged compare more than fav-
ourably with freights and fares charged in
the other States. The only difference is that
probably they have the zone system in the
other States. If people are living 400 or
500 miles away from the seaboard they will
not pay a great deal more for the carriage
of their produce than if they live within 200
miles of it. In this State those who are liv-
ing in the backblocks have to pay a consider-
able amount more freight than those who
live nearer the city.

The Minister for Railways: Not a con-
siderable amount.

Mr. BROWN: Our fares ave cheaper than
those charged in Victoria, In that State a
second-class fave over 126 miles is 15s. 3d.,
and over 130 miles in this Stafe it is 13s. 3d.,
so that the difference is in our favour. To
accomplish this sarplus what has the Com-
missioner neglocted? What conveniences
has Le provided for the travelling public?
It will be generally admitted that we should
have more railway stations built. Passen-
eers have to suffer considerable ineonveni-
ence because of lack of accommodation. At
Pingelly inspectors examined the station re-
cently and had 2 look at the proposed site
for the new building. T hope something will
compe of that, Last year Pingelly gave the
railways revenue to the amount of £10,00t.
Ttz rvailway station is so insignificant that
snme of the homesteads ou the groups that
ave heing abandoned ave better boilt and cost
more. I have been on the Pingelly station
platferm in the early hours of the morninys
waiting a quarter of an hour for the train.
and had no place to sit on.

3. Marshall: The West Perth station is
the worst on the =vstem, Tt is absolutely
vile.

Mr. BROWN: West Perth is close to the
eity. What does that watter? If the hon.
member had to wait on the Pingelly station
in the eold he would know what it meant.
T do not suggest the Commissioner shonld be
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extravagont in building new railway sta-
tions, but mueh more is needed by way of
convenicnees for the travelling public. The
Brookton station cost £2,000 to £3,000, and
it is a eredit to the system, but the revenue
from that station was not nearly as great
as that from Pingelly, which has bhad its
station for 40 years.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was absolete 20

vears ago.
Mr. BROWNX: It was ohsolete 40 years
ago.

The Minister for JMines: The railways
must have spent most of their money ai
Narrogiu.

My, BROWN: 1 admit that Narrogin is
the hub of the universe.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And now it is too
small.

Mr. BROWN: It is a flourishing place,
but Pingelly is aiso flourishing and deserving
of a better railway station. I know that
other centres require railway stations also.
We have heard of comprehensive schemes
for new railways. I am working very hard
for a partienlar raitway which has been men-
tioned in the scheme of the Engineer-in-
Chief. It is in the interests of Western
Australia that this line should run through
to Armadale. The Kondinin people have to
2o through Narrogin, on to Spencer’s Brook,
and thence to Fremantle, whereas Kalgarin,
which is 35 miles east of Kondinin would
provide a route to Fremantle that would be
only 206 miles from that eentre.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And wipe out
Bunbnry and Albany.

Mr. BROWN: If people go round Lake
Grace and on to Bunbury it makes the dis-
tanee 50 miles further. The eapital city is
where all the hanks and important institu-
tions are. That is wheve we get our phos-
phates, and the place to which everybody
goes.

Mr. Withers: You believe in centralisa-
ton?

Mr. BROWN: No. The natural port of
the country is Fremantle. New South Wales
has only two ports, namely, Sydney and
Neweastle.  Probably Newcastle is not eon-
venient and everything has to go hundreds
of miles to Sydney, because that is the prin-
cipal harbour. T do not wish to deery
any other scheme, for I am in favour of
any eomprehensive plan that would be in the
interests of Western Australia. Ours is
a big territory. Our railway system is all
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wrong. 1t is spoilt in the eastern distriets
beeanse the line was taken out of Narrogin
inte Wickepin. If a railway had been
started running in a sonth-easterly direction,
instead of in & northerly direction, we would
have been saved many miles of baulage. 1
believe the railway out from Brookton is
made up of only 45lh. rails.  Within 10
miles there is a heavy grade, and everything
has to zo cast to Corrigin, run down the
line to Narrogin, and thence to Spencer's
Brook. That is not a payable proposition.
If the seheme I refer to is accomplished, a

* great saving of haulage will be effected. At

all events, it will be necessary to regrade
the line out from Brookion, whatever is
done. From Brookton there will be a sav-
ing of 30 or 40 miles to the seaport. Our
system was so arranged as to run our lines
the longest way round we could find. If
a comprehensive seheme had been put before
Parliament mony years ago Western Aus-
tralia would be far better off to-day. It
speaks volumes for the prosperity of the
State that with onr present system we ave
able fo show a profit. This shows that in
our primary products we have assets that
are the making of Western Australia. The
Government ought to have no hesitation
ahout building these railways as quickly us
possible.  Railways should precede settle-
ment. I believe we have something like
1,000,000 acres of land hetween Keondinin
and the Esperance line, which it would be
good policy to open up.
Mr. Maley: What is the rainfall?

Mr. BROWN: Tt is 14in. or 15in. and is
assurved. I have it on the best anthority that
30 miles east from Kondinin the average
rainfall is lin, or 2in. better than it is in
Kondinin, which is one of the best of our
wheat-producing districts. We have only to
look at the railway retarns to see the freights
that have been earried from Kondinin and
swrrounding sidings. If we have land
equally as good as this, and we have, it
would be good policy for the Government
to open it up by means of a railway. Let
us throw open a solid area of land rather
than erawl along with a little spur line ex-
tending for a few miles only. Spur lines
really only run into country that is already
settled. To build these railways wounld be a
statesman-like act. I believe the land is
there to warrant the work being done. To-
wards Ravensthorpe there is also a large
arven of good land. The member for Albany
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tells me there is equally good grazing and
cerenl growing land in the direction of his
principal town. If that is so there is no
reason to quarrel about these comprehen-
sive schemes, for all of them will be required.
The scheme I more particularly advoeate is
in the best intcrests of the whole State.
What has the Commissioner neglected in his
endeavour to make ends meet? More truck-
ing yards are required at different sidings.
The policy adopted should be to constraect
these yards as soon as the railways are built.
It is very difficult afterwards to get these
facilities provided for the settlers. Along
the Great Southern, as far out as Kondinin,
there are likely to be many thousands of
sheep in the near future. I have been try-
ing to get suitable trucking yards provided,
but if is very difficult to get them. Portable
sheep yards are a failure. When sheep travel
4 long distance there must be some place in
which they can recover before they are put
into the trucks. On the Dwarda-Narrogin
line I have seen yards that are a credit to
the department. Some of these places are
not used as often as the temporary yards.
Perhaps the Minister for Railways has been
excluding some of those yards with the ob-
jeet of getting a surplus of £30,000 for the
railways!

The Minister for Railways:
does not come out of it at =all.

Mr. BROWN: I have noticed the dis-
reputable condition of some of our railway
carriages, particularly the second class
coaches. They badly want painting, for
they are dirty in appearance. They should
be sweetened up for the convenience of the
travelling public.

Member: The same could be said about
the trocks. :

Mr. J. H. Smith:
one class, anyhow,

Mr. BROWN: That is probably so.

My. Maley: The coaches are not so good
as those on the Midland railway.

Mr, BROWN: The railway service is
heing starved for want of trucks. Probably
the Commissioner of Railways never antiei-
pated being called upon to handle a harvest
of 30,000,000 bushels of wheat, and that
helped towards creating the diffienity. Then
again it is said that the superphesphate
orders did not arrive in time. For instance,
T know that orders were given in January
for superphosphate sapplies that were not
received until May!

No, that

There should be the
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AMr. A. Wansbrongh: Was that the fault
of the railways?

Mr. BROWN: Yes, becanse there were
not sufficient truecks to cope with the de-
mand. I have it on the best of anthorvity
that the superphosphate works refused to
accept orders until they were assured that
trucks were available,

Mr. Mann: Was not that due to the fact
that the companies were short of superphos-
phate at their works?

Mr. BROWN: XNo. We konow that ship

- loads of phosphutic rock arrived about the

time the orders were to be sent in, but the
super works have those supplies coming in
all the year round. They also have their
stocks of super on hand as well.

Mr. Maley: What about the position re-
garding the Midland line?

Mr. BROWN: T do not know whether
{overnment trucks are going over the Mid-
land line or not.

Mr. Maley: I did not say anything about
that.

Mr. BROWN: We have to look after
ourselves first. The next matter requiring
attention refers to tarpaulins. The Minister
has told us that a great many new sheets
have been provided for the railways, but
many more still are needed. I would prefer
to see the profits made by the railways de-
voled to the purchase of additional tar-
pauling and more trueks. If our railways
are payable under existing econditions, their
position in the near future will be still more
satisfactory.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have
nearly 12,000 trucks, and we want another
4,000.

Mr. Withers: If we had a tarpanlin
muster, we might get some more sheets!

Mr. BROWN: When we are consider-
ing the question of super orders, it must be
remembered that the Great Southern area
is a late distriet. The authorities would
like the farmers to send their orders in be-
fore the new year, and while the wheat was
being railed, but if that were done in the
Great Southern distriets, the super would
have to be stacked and before it could he
used it would sef like stone. Some of the
farmers would infinitely prefer to pay more
and wait until they required the supplies.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But wheat is
still coming down.

The Minister for Railways: That is so.
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Mr. Maley: That will want a lot more
l'or the Piawaning country.

Mr. BROWN: If that is so, the Minister
shonld look abead and procure some more
trucks lest Piawaning shouid fall in the
soup!

Mr. Maley: They should be prepared.

Mr. BROWN: That is the principle that
should be considerd in all our dealings. The
(tovernment should have no hesitation in
spending money on the construction of rail-
wavs in distriets where agrienlture is al-
ready assured, 1or should they hesitate to

spend the profits carned by ihe railways in

vonstructing more trucks.

The Minister for Railways: Where is
all this money to come from? We want a
million for the groups, another for water
supplies, and so on.

Mr. BROWN: 1 do not know. For my
part, I would allow the group settlements
to work themselves into a flourishing con-
dition. I believe they will reach that stage
and that the day will come when we will be
truly grateful that they were established in
the State. However, to revert to the rail-
ways. I would like to refer to the zone
system and the periods during which the
cheaper freight rates operate. The Pingelly
distriet is a late one, and 1 believe that the
time during which farmers can avail them-
selves of the cheap rates should be extended
a little later through the Great Southern
areas in partieular.

Hon. G. Taylor: Cut out the cheap freights
and give everyone the same charge.

Mr. BROWN: I do not know whether
there is to be a standard rate enforced or
not. 1 would prefer one, for under those
conditions farmers would send in their
orders so as to get their supplies of super
when they required them.

The Minister for Railways: That would
mean that all the orders would be ¢oming
in about the same time and we cannot shift
all their requirements in two or three davs.

Mr. BROWN: What the Minister wants
npparently is that farmers shall stop their
stripping operations so as to go to the rail-
ways to collect their superphosphate.

Mr. Maley: ¥t is not necessary to knock
ofl stripping in order to eart in the super.
You ean cart vour wheat in and kring the
super back. _

Mr. BROWN: T am swrprised to hear
that inferjection from the hou. membor who
is a farmer himself.
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Mr. Maley: That can be done.

Mr. BROWN: Not many practical men
would agree with that. | have been engaged
in farming all my life ond I know that as
soon as the crop is ri, e, mot a moment
should be lost in stripping it. 1f the Min-
ister compels us to knock off that work in
order to eart super it will not be right and
it may involve economic [osses to the State.
At that | eriod of the year hail storms or
rains are likely to oceur.

The Minister for Mines: What about
getting one of the super companics to shift
their plant to the country arcas?

Hon. Sir James M:itchell:
farm?

The Minister for Mines:
roorl district, for instance.

Mr. BROWN: That would not liclp the
farmer because the raw material would have
t» ke bauled to the country distriets, and
thal wou'd not make the super any cheaper.
There ove not many centres where such
works could be erected.

The Miutster for Railways: What about
Geraldton?

Mr, BROWNXN: Yes, that is an important
port, and so is Bunlmry. At Bunbury,
however, the agriesltinal land is not close
to the harbour.

t'he Minister for Mines: It is necessary
to go GO miles or so from Fremantic before
vou reach the agrieultural eountry.

Mr. BROWXN: Yos, hut agrienltural land
runs right uvp fo Geraldton. I believe Ger-
aldion will be the second port in Western
Australia in the near fufure.

Hon. Sir James dMiteliell: That will please
Bunbury.

Mr. BROWNXN: But, of vourse, Albany will
always be the most suitable harbour in the
State. Turning now to agrieultural mat-
ters, there has heen a good deal of contro.
versv about the vermin tax. The position
regarding Pingelly, Brookton, Beverley and
York is practically the same. The tax 1
14d. in the pound on the unimproved value.
No dog hns been troubling the seftlers n
the Pingelly distriet thiz year. There were
two, T helieve, last year, and £25 per head
was offered for the dogs. They disappeared,
but T do not know if they will reappear.
On 1.0 acres in the Pingelly district a
farmer will have to pay a tax of £2 3s. 4d,,
whieh is a considerable sumn. That is not
the worst feature, however. The distriets
T have referred fo have never been revalued
until now, when a valnator is going through

One on euch

No, but in a
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them. It may be found that instead of
land being valued at from 15s. to £1 per
acre, the unimproved value may be increased
to £2 or more. At Bruee Rock the old
valualion of the district stood at £290,000;
to-day the unimproved value is fixed at
£850,000. On that basis the valuation of
the Pingelly areas will be enormonsly in-
crensed. Yel the farmers will still have to
pay at the rate of 14d. in the pound on
their unimproved values. I believe the ver-
Inin tax is neeessary in order to eradicate
the pests, but it is administered in an abso-
lutely unfair way. There is to be a uniform
bonus rate of £2 (hroughout the State,

The Minister for Mines: Well, sack your
representative on the hoard.

Mr. Lindsay: That happens to be me!

Mr. BROWN: ¥t would not be possible
fo get a professional dog catcher to en-
deavour to catch a dingo in the Pingelly
district for £2.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: But cannot you sub-
sidise that honns?

Mr. BROWN: T believe that the board
should have the right to inerease the sub-
sidy to £56. At Corrigin and other centres
they have dingo clubs, the members of
which offer np fo £30 for a dog. The tax
will henefit those in the North-West and fhe
South-West. Tt may be argued that if the
people in the back country check the pest,
they will prevent the vermin from eoming
into the more settled areas. Thers is some-
thing in that.

Hoen. G. Taylor: There is a lot in that.

Mr. BEOWN: But the old settlers have
to hear the brunt. T have lost 30 or 40
sheep in a night, and T had to bear the
brunt of the ravages of the dingoes because
I was then the furthest out settler.

Mr. Chesson: That applies to a lot of the
squatters, too.

Mr. Angelo: T de not think there is a
dog in the Gascayne district, but the people
there are paying the tax, and are not
grumbling.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They pay a quarter
of the amount paid by the farmers.

Mr. BROWN: T helieve the board should
have full power to allow a distriet to pro-
vide the amount they think necessary in
order to deal with the pest. The present
position is not satisfactory, although I hbe-
lieve the tax is being collected nnder an
arranzemeni wherehy there will he a refund
to various hourds not nsing it, Tt has to
be credited to their aceount or paid to the
individual. On top of that we have our ownd
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vermin tax. True, that is only a farthing
in the pound, but when valnations go up,
so will the tax, and in distriets like Pin-
gelly, Beverley, and York, where there are
no dogs, the tax will be a hardship, 1 am
not opposed to the tax; I think it would be
8 splendid thing if wild dogs were com-
pletely exterminaled, but how that is to
be accomplished, I do not know. We are
tbreatened now with another menace in the
shape of the fox, 1 am told that the fox
breeds very rapidly and is extremely eun-
ning and that it finds its way into places
where the dingo would hesitate to go. The
fox has even been known to make his home
close to = fowl house. We can imagine
the menaece he will be, and we can hope that
the Act will be useful in the direction of
bringing about the destruction of this pest
and the eaglehawk as well. The eaglehawk
is not fquite so prevalent; we do not see it
in the older settled distriets. T am aware
that there is exemption from those who will
erect dingo-proof fences, but what consti-
tutes a dingo-proof fence should be defined.

Mr. Panton: It was defined for you last
night.

Mr. BROWNXN : If it is defined it will pre-
vent a good deal of argument and people
wiil be in a position to know exactly where
they stand.

Mr. Griffiths: What yon mean is that the
definition shounld he in the Act.

Mr, BROWN: It should be set out in
the Act. At the present time too much auth-
ority is given to the inspector. A number
of people are erecting dingo-proof fences
and i my distriet there is econsiderable
activity in that respect. Unfortunately this
casts n burden on the poor man.

Mr, Panton: T thought there were no dogs
in vour district.

Mr. BROWN : Sheep diseases come under
the jurisdietion of the Department of
Agriculture. T am not aware what has
been done hy the veterinarv pathologist for
whom a laboratory was established in the
hope aof the canse of the mortality amongst
sheep being discovered. We have had no
announcement as to the result of the in-
vestigations that have been carried on and
sheep are stll dving in the Great Southern
areas. It looks as if we are as far off as
ever from solving the problem. Personally
T do not eonsider that we require the
servires of veterinary pathologists: my
humble opinion is that the cause of the
mortality is a particular herb that grows



[11 Avegust, 1927.]

on our areas, It is strange that in one
paddoclk sheep may he dying whilst in the
adjoining paddock aecress the way not one
sheep may be suffering from any form of
complaint. Perhaps a chemist or an
analyst may disecover the caunse of the
mortality, and T consider it is due to the
Minister to extend the research. We have
heen told that the wool on the sheep’s
hack is ecarrying the burden of Australia,
and if that be the case it behoves us to
leave no stone wnturned to discover the
cause of the mortality and eradicate it.

Mr. Griffiths : Biologists have reduced
mortality in animals by two per cent.

Mr. BROWN: How did they do it? The
mortality amongst sheep in the Great
Southern distriets is as great as ever. A
matter to which I wish to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister is the prevalence of
an inseet cailed the red spider.

My, J. H. Smith: We eall it the red
mite.

Mr. BROWN: It is almost impossible to
mrow anything in the shape of vegetables
where this pest exists. It should be
possible for the department to discover a
parasite for this pest.

Myr. Lambert: Why don’t you do as Sir
James Mitchell did, use gypsum to kill it?

Mr. BROWN: The economie loss as the
result of the ravages of this insect is con-
siderable beeause of the way it attacks
vegetables in the early stages. In Beverley
I have known the red spider attack a pad-
dock of peas. It also plays havoc amongst
voung lettuce. Experiments should cer-
tainly be made with a view to stamping it
out. I wish to say a few words about the
Health Department. I have the greatest
admiration for the present Minister for
Health and my sincere hope is that he will
introduce legislation to impose a tax for
the maintenance of hospitals. I intend to
speak plainly and may perhaps offend the
Minister. I assure him, however, that I
shall speak what I conscientiously think.
When the Lotteries Bill was introduced, T
considered it a burning shame that we
should have to depend upon gambling in
order to support our sick. I received
many letters from the clergy objecting to
that form of raising money for the hos-
pitals and I advocated a tax on ineomes, a
tax that could have been very small. Sir
James Mitehell introduced such a Bill, but
our friends opposite did not favour it. A
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man in receipt of £300 a year could be
taxed to the extent of a penny in the
pound. That would mean the payment of
258, a year. Such a tax would not be felt
to any extent by any person. OQOur friends
opposite, however, preferred the lotteries
Bill which passed through this House, but
failed to pass another place. Now let me
draw attention to what has taken place
since. It does not matter to which part
of the eity one goes, he is met everywhere
by young women and young men, and old
women and old men, selling tickets in a
lottery or a sweep. What are these organ-
ised for? For charity, I will admit,

Mr. Panton: All are,

Mr. BROWN: If that is the case, the
sooncr we have another lotteries Bill the
better.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. BROWN: But the most astonishing
thing is that I hear no complaints about
these sweeps and lotteries from the clergy.
I recally believe that one was got up re-
cently for the benefit of a choreh. If that
be s0, let us have a lotteries Biil and the
sooner the better. Another reason why [
opposed the lotieries Bill was this: Only
those who patronised this form of gambling
would eontribute towards the mainfenance
of hospitals. Since I spoke on the lotteries
Bill, whiech was hefore us some time ago,
T have had half a share in a ticket in
Tattersall’s consultation. That is the only
interest I have ever had in Tattersalls,
Therefore, as I do not subseribe to ecn-
sultations, I wonld not be a contribator fo
hospital taxation derived from gambling.
If, however, o tax of a penny in the pound
were imposed on the salaries of the com-
munity, I too would eontribute my portion.
I have never been to White City, but I have
heard a great deal about it and the
gambling that goes on there, but it seems
to me that one need not go to White City
to gamble; it faces everybody in the streets
where you hear people calling out “Here
you are, your last chance, only one more
day, £1,000 for a shilling.” You will see
young girls and young boys patronising
those sweeps and paying their shilling for
a ticket.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is a shame,
anthorises that?

The Minister for Mines: If I had my
way there would not be one sweep con-
ducted anywhere.

Who
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Mr. BROWN: I trust that the legisla-
tion that will be passed this session will
be of benefit to the State as a whole. I was
pleased indeed to hear the member for
East Perth (Mr. Kenneally) express the
hope that we shoold consider Bills sub-
mitted, in a non-party spirit. Those are
my sentiments. I hope that we shall all
work amieably together and if we treat
legislation that is introduced for the good
of the eountry, in a non-party spirit, it
will be better for everyone as a whole,
Now as to redistribution of seats. Ewen if
such a Bill were introduced and passed dur-
ing this session, the House would not be sent
to the country on if.

The Minister for Mines:
like that to happen.

Mr. BROWXN: I hope that such a Bill
will be brought down during the third ses-
sion of this Parliament, and that the next
general clection will be held on a more
equitable distribution of seats. To find a
man of the great ability of the member for
Menzies (JMy, Panton) representing only 120
electors, and by a majority of about =«
hundred, is clear proof that something is
radically wrong. The member for Menzius
is an acguisition to this Chamber.

Mr Panton: Thank you.

Mr. BROWN: 8Still, I would rather see
him representing 3,000 or 4,000 electors in-
stead of 130, I trust the Government will
afford us an opportunily of diseussing a
Bill for the redistribution of seats. The
measure is badly wanted. Great alterations
are needed in the boundaries of electorates.
Many electorates now have no community of
intergst. In my own electorate such com-
munity is lacking. In the Yilgarn area, to
which the railway should be extended, there
is moing to be a second wheat belt; and it is
almost impossible for a member now repre-
senting Yilgarn to do justice to the entire
electorate. If some of the goldfields seats
are wiped out, Mr. Panten could represent
u farming constituency. I bave no doubt he
would do it with eredit.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: That is an invita-
tion to him to go to Pingelly.

Mr. BROWY: The hon, member can con-
test Pingelly if he likes.

Mr. J. H. Smith: In that ease the Housc
would not be likely to secure his services.

AMr. BROWN: T thank hon. members fov
their attentive hearing, and I trust that our
deliberations will result in benefit to West-
ern Australia.

You would not.
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MRE. LINDSAY (Toodyay) {6.4]: This
is the fourth time I have had the
epportunity to spesk om an Address-
in-reply.  Afier hearing various hon.
members deseribe speeches on the Ad-
dress as a waste of time, I had hoped
that T might abstain at least for this session:
but in order to earry out the duties of a
member of Parliament, especially one repre-
senfing such a constituenecy as Toodyay, i
is pecessary to address the House on such
&n occasion as this, in the expectation that
members will learn something about one’s
clectorate, and also in the expectation that
the Government will assist one to earry out
one’s duties towards the eonstituenecy. Vari-
ous hon. members represent very small con-
stitnencies, and some of these constituan-
cies are old and in a state of decay; and it
is useful to compare them with a large con-
stituency such as mine, where everything is
progressive and flourishing, I therefore
take this opportunity to give the House an
idea of the productivencss of my electorate,
In the past, statements have been made by
certain members tending to disecount my
figures on the subjeet. I shall repeat now
certain figures I quoted two years ago in
regard to the production of my electorate.
In the year 1924-25 Toodyay produced
5,604,000 bushels of wheat, or practically a
quarter of the wheat grown in Western Aus-
tralia. That was two years ago. In that
vear the average yteld per acre was 12.8
bushels, There seems fo be an impression
amongst the Western Australian people that
last season was a good season. In point
of fact, it was not so. Tt was not as good as
the season of two vears ago, notwithstand-
ing that Toodyay's production of wheat.
7,328,000 bushels, was still practically =n
quarter of the wheat yicld of Western Aus-
tralia. T quote these figures in order to show
the possibilities of my electorate, as well a«
the posstbilities of the remainder of the
wheat belt. It has been stated here by vari-
ous members during this session and pre-
vious sessions that o long as the price of
wheat remains high we ean go on developing
the wheat belt. On more than one oecasion
T have interjected that the price of wheat
is not high. I am prepared to give informa.
tion to prove this, and also information
proving that although the price of wheal,
according to the “Commonwealth Year
Book,” has not increased commensurately
with the price of other commeodities, the
prosperity of the Western Ausiralian wheat
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grower is greater than that of any other
wheat grower in the world. The Minister
for Lands yesterday dealt with the dairying
industry and also mentioned the price of
wheat. The “Commonwealth Year Book”
index figures of prices for the years 1921-25
show agricultural products as 1,722 and
other commodities as 1,866. From those
figures it is apparent that the price of wheat
is considerably lower than are the prices of
other commodifies; in other words, the rise
in the price of other commodities since 1911
has been much greater than the rise in the
price of wheat. The Minister for Lands
gave certain figures relating fo the price of
wheat during pre-war years. I have here
a pamphlet by Mr. A. J. Perking, Director
of Agriculiure in Sonth Australia, entitled
“Is Rural Produciion on the Decline in
South Australin, and, if so, what are the
Factors Contributing Thereto?” Mr. Per-
kins is recognised as one of the greatest
agrienltural authorities in Australia, and his
pamphlet deals with the priee of wheat. I
am not prepared to say that the price of
wheat here was the same as South Ausiralia’s
before the war. I am inclined to think that
our pre-war price for wheat was lower thau
the pre-war price in South Australia. How-
ever, since the wheat pool was established
in this State, the price of wheat has been
higher here than in South Australia.  The
mean price for the years 1807 to 1913 was
3s. 914d. per bushel. During the war period
it was Bs. 534d. The post-war mean is
6s. 13%4d. But I must explain that in the
vear 1919 the mean price of wheat was 9s.
and in the year 1920, Bs. Those were ab-
normal prices caused by the shortage of
wheat after the war. Taking the second five
years of the period mentioned, we find that
since 1921 the average price of wheat was
Bs. 2V,d. per bushel. Comparing the post.
war mean price with the pre-war mean price
of wheat, we find there has heen an in-
crease of 374, per cent., as compared with
the index figzure of 80 odd showing the in-
crease in the price of other commedities.
T especially ask hon. members to keep
those figures in mind, beeause they
have a considerable bearing on what I in-
tend to say later. The price of wheat, nat-
nrally, has a considerable inflnence on the
question whether we can continue to im-
prove and expand the scttlement of the
25,000,000 acres of wheat land about which
the previous Minister for Lands told this
House. I am one of those who hold that
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the lamp which should guide our feet is the
lamp of experience, that we can only fore-
cast the future by the light of the past.
In considering a question so important as
this to Western Australin, we should have
all the available information at our disposal,
I want to show what the wheat position is as
regards Aunstralia and various other ecoun-
tries, Ausiralia will this year be exporting
approximately 90,000,000 bushels of wheat,
representing about a-seventh or anm-eighth
of the wheat cxports of the world. The
other large exporting eountries arc the
United States of America, Canada, and the
Argentine. It is not easy to secure definite
figures from other countries, with the ex-
ception of the United Stutes. The figures
relating to the wheat production of the
Tnited States are available in great detail
in {he Parliamentary Library. It appears
that the average production of wheat in the
United States is about 850,000,000 bushels,
while the average econsumption of the United
States is about 650,000,000 bushels. That is
to sayv, the United States expoet about
200,000,000 bushels annunlly. That quan-
tity, natnrally, has a much greater influence
on the markets of the world than has the
Australian export of wheat. The only douht
as to the continued expansion of the wheat
area of Western Awustralia arises from the
question whether other countries can eom-
pete with us successfully in the markets of
the world. T trust it will not be thought
that I am dwelling too long on the subject
of the United States, but I must obtain the
basis of my fignres from the statisties of
that country. As against the common asser-
tion that Awustralia is at a disadvantage be-
eanse 1t is sitnated so far from the world’s
merkets, I ean adduee figures showing that
sinee 1921 the wheat growers of Western
Augstralia have received an average of 434d.
more per bushe! at siding than have the
wheat growers of the United States, The
explanation is that although the TUnited
States wheat growers are closest to the mar-
kets of the Old World, Umted States wheat
is grown at an average of something like
1,001 miles from the sea ports.

Mre. Lambert: Would it nof be more use-
fal to eompare our export with the export
of wheat from Russia hefore the ward

Me, LINDSAY: I am afraid that is im-
possible, becanse Russian figures are not
available. However, I shall deal with Rus.
sian wheat production later on. We can
agree that the wheat grower of Austraha,
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or st all events of Western Awustralia, not-
withstanding that the price of his commodity
has not inereased comensurately with the
prices of all other commodities, is in rather
a prosperous position. On the average, our
wheat growers ave producing at a profit.
Other countries of the world are producing
wheat at a considerable loss; and we must
agree, therefore, that in our couniry there
is something, whether it be the climatic con-
ditions or another factor, that gives an ad-
vantage not possessed by other countries.
Let me quote from the “United States Year
Book'—

When the Agrieultural COredits Act was

passed (24th August, 1921) there was a state
of demoralisation everywhere among all classcs
of agrienltural producers. Farmers and stock-
men generally were in a desperate plight.
Bank deposits were being withdrawn, and re-
sources were heing depleted; loans could not
be eclleeted, and the stability of our whole
agricultural and banking structure was threat-
ened.  While industry was hooming, agricul-
tural sank to lower and lower levels of de-
pression.
That was the position of the United States,
according to the Secretary of Agriculture,
Norman Angell, in an article repnblished in
the local Press, puts an even worse com-
plesion on the agricultural sitnation in the
“nited States than that T have just quoted.
One of the reasons given by Angell is
that the United States Government of the
past derived their taxation from the land,
and that notwithstanding the rise of more
productive industries the land tax was eon-
tinued. Tt is asserted that the tax increased
three times as fast as the price of land. This
was more than the United States farmer
could bear.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LENDSAY : Before tea I was dealing
with America. The memher for Coolpardie
interjected, “What ahout Russia?” Tt seems
to he a mistaken idea with many people that
the average wheat yields of Australia are
lower than those of other eountries. That
is not always so. The average wheat yielld
in Russia for 10 years was 8.9 bushels, and
the average for America for the same period
was 13.8 bushels. The average yields of Ans-
tralia have heen increasing rapidly during
the last few vears. FEven the Western Aus-
tralian averages are inereasing. One of the
reasons why ounr wheat farmers are hetter off
than those of certain other countries is be-
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cause of our climatic conditions, and owing
to the difference in the value of our lands
and the larger areas worked by individual
farmers. For instance, turning to Amerien,
in North Dakota, the State that produces the
fargest quantity of spring wheat, the averaue
yield is 9.2 bushels and the average farming
arca is 466 acres. Then in Texas, a winter
State, the average yield is 12.3 bushels, and
the average area of a farm 261 acres. 1n
my own eleetorate, in the Wyaleatchem sub-
division, the average farming area is 1,582
aeres. That, of course, hag some relation
to the point I am making. Another factor
iz 1o be found in the burdens placed on the
man on the land in one or another country.
T am touching upon this as a warning, not
only to the present Government, but to
other Governments that the burden placed
upon agriculturists can be too great. Let
me quote this from the United States Year
Book of Agriculture—

The general fenture is that of an industry
trying to support a larger and hetter govern-
mental structure while cxperiencing the most
acute difficulties in meeting private obliga-
tions,  Personal property put to industrial
uses is frequently favoured in valuating in
order to attract eapital from competing pol-
itical units. Almost everywhere property used
in agriculiure standy out as the most ill-fav-
oured of nll classes, when the tax is considered
in relation to earnings. The tax on farm real
estate, together with taxes on farm machinery,
livestock, anil other property, nll of which are
ensily reached by the property tax, has caused
the agricultural industry to hear an undimin-
ished tax burden, despite the rise of more pro-
ductive industries.

I have shown that the burden of taxation has
been piled on to the agrieultural industry
until that burden is more than it can bear.
I gave ecrtain figuves a little while ago from
Professor Perking report dealing with the
price of wheat. The professor has gone into
this very exhausiively to show that rural pro-
duction is on the decline. He has taken cer-
tain statisties from Yorke's Peninsula, Souih

- Australia, He concentrated on that distvier,

because practically the whole of it is under
wheat. e has also shown in this report that
althoueh the production from that distriet.
and from Souih Australia as a whole, hasx
doubled, the number of rural workers has
decrensed.  And he gives the reason; this is
what le says-—-—

We shall readily concede that in the male
recent prices for rural produce have heen
higher than those of pre-war days, but we can-
not admit that they have always kept pace
with ever-rising costs of production. Hence, the
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vertainty that wnet returns from roral indus-
trics are lower to-day than in pre-war days in
all those instances in which producers have not
known how to adjust their methods to chang-
ing cconomic conditions and to reduce their
vosts of production. That muny have done so,
we have clear evidence in the apparent pros-
perity of our rural industries, but in the main,
it has heen replacing men by machines, aml it
is questionable whether the remedy is alto-
rether in the best inferests of the State,

He then goes on te prove bis statement. He
takes {he pre-war, the war and the post-
war figures to show the avea under erop per
hand-cultivated and he says that in the
period of 1913 to 1917 the average aren
under crop per hand-cultivation was 89.9
acres.  And coming to the post-war figures
he shows thal the average area had inereased
to 128.6 acres. He ~hows that the efficicney
of those engnged in agricutture af that time
had incrensed by B7 per cent. Probably that
was done by increasing the average area of
farms, and by the employment of larger and
better machines. so increasing the efficiency
per man. The farmer has been foreed to do
that because he has no protective tariff by
which he can raise the price of his com-
modity, whereas all other commodities have
mereased in price and heen passed on to
him and so he has had to increase his effi-
ciency to make up the difference. A little
time ago Mr. Sutcliffe vead a paper before
the Society for the Advancement of Science
in Perth. He showed that the efficiency of
those in production in Avstralia had in-
creased by 1% per cent. during the last 10
vears. The agrieulturists were incinded in
that class. If went to prove that the agri-
culturists had inereased their efficiency and
that that inerease was reflected in the 114
per cent. inerease for Australia. Professor
Perking sums up the position in fhis way—

Now if we summarise the position from the
point of view of the three items considered we
get the following resultz:—Inereased cost of
Mant, Gs. 6d. per acre; inereased cost of pur-
chased material, 4s. 1d. per aerc; increased
cost of labour, 9. per acre; total, 19s. 7d. per
acve.

I want to show that in Australia it has been
possible owing to the faet that our land is
cheap and our areas large, that we have long
dry summers and ean use large harvesting
machinery as against those countries where
the crops have to be hand-eut, bound,
stooked, nnd earted in and threshed, We have
shown the world what ean be done. In other
words, we in Anstralia are producing more
hushels per man than is any other country
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in the world. That is the reason for our
eflicieney as eompared with those other coun-
tries. 1 believe this is a very important
phase for us, since probably we have more
wheat lands to open up than has any other
State in Australia, or indeed an other coun-
try in the world. People talk abont Russia.
Tt is not possible to get any definite infor-
mation as to the probable progress of Russia
in the futnre. But we have heard the bogey
of Russia for many years past, and I sup-
pose we shall continne lo hear of it in the
future without any aetual result. The mem-
ber for Bunbary {Mr. Withers) spoke of dry
areas, and the member for Frwin (Mr.
Maley), when the member for Pingelly (Mxr.
Brown) was speaking, wanted to know what
the rainfall was. I have often said here
that wheat is the one erop that requires, not
a heavy rainfall but a light one.

Mr. Withers: T was only explaining why
we shonld have experimental farms in dry
areas

Mr. LINDSAY: Let me quote my own
clectorate again. 'We have (here some half-
a-dozen subdivisions. If we were to assume

that the suecess of wheat growing depended

upon the rainfall, we should expect that the
leaviest rainfall would produce the biggest
vield. That is not so. Tn Toodyay, for in-
stanee, where the rainfall is fairly heavy, the
average yield is 9.9 bushels, whereas in
Wyaleatehem, with n Yighter rainfall, it is
12.8 bushels.

Mr. Davy: The yield in England is any-
thing wp to 40 bushels, ig it not?

My. LINDSAY: The-average yield in
England is the highest in the world. I have
collected some figuves showing that our
average yield in Western Australia is in-
creasing. For some years it stood at 10.16
bushels, hbut it Las been increasing during
the past three or four years. In every conn-
try in the world where wheat settlement is
pioneered, the men who go out use exfen-
sive methods. They mine the soil. They
limit the amount of labour and use the land
as much as possible. It follows that, in the
first vears of scttlement, the yields are
alwnys low. Tiven in South Austraha, where
for a long time the yield was the lowest in
the Commonwealth, it is now inereasing be-
cause better methods are being used in the
pioneering districts. I make no doubt the
time will come when the average yield of
this State will be far greater than it is to-
day. 1f we are to develop the wheat land of
Western Australia, if 1t is only going to be
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settled on the patches of forest ecountry
that we have in the wheat belt, Western
Australia will not be a very large produe-
ing State. It is unfortunate, but 1 doubt
if 20 per cent. of the land in the wheat
belt ean he regarded as first class. We have
concentrated on settling that small portion
of the wheat belt and left the huge areas of
light lands to look after themselves. I have
drawn attention to this on several occasiens
in the House and the Mioister appointed
Mr. Bostock to make inquiries. Mr., Bos-
tock has reported on the light lands, sub-
mitting certain reeommendations, but ne
action has been taken in respect of those
recommendations, I do not agree with them
all. It is a pity the commitiee appointed
to make their report to Parliament did not
have a practical farmer amongst its mem-
bers. It was composed cf departmental
officers and some of their recommendations
could be greatly improved. Buf recommen-
dations do not cut much ice; we want some-
thing done. We have heard even this ses-
sion talk of great losses made on the light
land of the State. I realise that sinee 1919
the Government departments have been con-
sistently opposed to granting any assistance
to or encouraging amny further develop-
ment of the light land. The fault lies
not with the lapnd, but in many in-
stances ' with the Government depart-
ments, and partieularly with the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. I am prepared to
go further and say that the fault lies with
the Department of Agriculture, which has
never given us a lead in this matter. About
1914 we had a few dry years, and it was
noticed by the Agrieultural Bank inspectors
that the crops growing on light land were
better than those on forest land. The bank
then assisted settlers to improve the light
land. It is recognised by all farmers who
work lizht land that it is not sufficient to
seratch it with a eultivator, and it requires
at least 1 cwt. of manure to the acre to
make a crop. The clients of the Industries
Assistance Board were not given the mach-
inery and they could not buy it. I have seen
hundreds and even thousands of acres of
light land that had never had a eultivator
on it, and the department refused to give
the settlers more than 56 lbs. manure per
agre. I had a letter from a friend at Dow-
erin, who was indebted to the Industries
Assistance Board and was getting deeper
into debt, hecanse the board would not ad-
vance him more thapn a lhewt. of manure
per acre. He approached the local store-
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keeper and explained his position. He asked
the storekeeper, “Can you assist me?” and
the storckeeper replied that he would. He
supplied another l2ewt. of manure per acre,
and the result of the increased gquantity of
fertiliser was tbat that man got the first
crop be bad had for many years. In a few
years time he was able to pay off his in-
debtedness to the Industries Assistance
Board, and he beeame an independent setiter,
TFailure on light land is riot always the faulf
of the settler; in many instances it is the
fault of those who should he leading the
agricultural development of the State. In-
stead of leading, I am sorry to say that in
my opinion they have always followed a long
way behind. It was only the year before
last that the Department of Agriculture
altered its previous announcement to the
effcet that the heavy dressings of manure
would burn the erops. Yet we farmers were
using twice as much manure as was
recomnmended by the department. I stress
this fact beeause it must have a big effect
on the development of our wheat lands.
‘The Minister for Agriculture was at Ben-
cubbin the other day, and went to see the
farms of Mr. Basil Hopwood. The first and
second prize erops in the eompetition were
grown on land on whieh the Agricultural
Bank wounld not advanee money for im-
provements. When we have such a large
area of licht land to be developed and real-
ise that the settlers on it have very little
capital of their own, it is a serious matter
that the Agrienltural Bank should refuse to
assist them. T am econtinually receiving
letters from my constituents asking me fo
assist them to obtain loans. At one stage the
number of letters beeame so great that I
approached the trustees of the Agrienltural
Bank for a definition of what they required
in order to make advances. The reply was
that a man must have not less than 2,000
acres of good second quality land before he
conld get assistanee from the bank, and then
the settler would get 50 per cent. of the
value of the improvements provided he
could show that he bimself had snfficient
capital to carry on. Those farms competed
with the forest country, and although there
was a large area of forest country, the two
farms on the light land took first and
sceond places in the competition. I speak
with some experience when I say that in
my opinion the seeond elass land in the
drier areas of the wheat belt will produce
a better average erop year in and year out
than the heavy forest land. We have large
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areas of third class land, It is diffiendt to
find out which is third and which is second
class land. We have some poor land; we
have the wodgil country and the yellow sand-
plain. I have some of the yellow sandplain
myself. Some years ago a Royal Commis-
sion econdemned the wodgil country and
rightly se, because at that time nothing
could be grown on it. However, we found
that there was some toxie acid in the soil
and it required to he cropped for a few
vears in order to work the toxic acid out
of the soil. 1t has been said that the
light land might yield two or three
crops and then become too poor to
work., That 1s not our experience, and
after all esperience is the best guide.
T was speaking to Mr. Alf Metenlf of Dow-
erin a while age and he showed me land
that had been ecleared 21 years ago. He
asked me to point out where the lLight land
was and where the forest land was, but I
was unable to do so. The light land is not
good during the first few years, but the
more it is worked the better it becomes.

The Minister for Justice: Is not the
colour different?

Mr. LINDSAY: It is at first, but after
it has been eropped for a few years and the
stubble has been burnt, it is very hard to
tell the light land {from the forest land.
When it comes to a question of crops, we
find that the forest country produces a
greater quantity of straw, but the light land
produces equelly as miuch grain.

The Minister for Justice: The forest land
would require more rain.

Mr. LINDSAY: One of the great ad-
vantages of the drier areas is that less rain
is required for the light land. Therefore we
find that the light land does better with a
light rainfall than does the forest country.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You admit that
the light tand will not stand snecessive
eropping as the forest land will.

Mr, LINDSAY: That is o matter to de-
termine by experience. 'We are finding that
the more we work the light land the better
it becomes, I referred to the yellow sand-
plain.  Ouly the other day the Honorary
Minister (Hon. H. JMillington) passed a
farm that he had known vears ago, and he
said, “I see that TFerris has ecleared that
sandplain.” T said, “¥Yes.” We had thought
the yellow sandplain too poor for anything,
but Mr. Ferris told me that last year le
had taken his best crop off that land—eight
bags to the nere.  That indieates that the
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light country is not going to be worked out
in a few years. The more it is worked the
better is beeomes.

Hon. W, D. Johnson:
land previously eropped?

Mr. LINDSAY: Two years before.

Mr. Griffiths: The light land there is
different from the light lands around Bruee
Rock.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. Of course all the
laed in my distriet is much better than that
round Bruce Rock., I think I have said
sufficient to show that the price of wheat
must be governed by the quantity placed on
the world’s markets. The Department of
Agriculture in the United States is educaf-
ing the wheat growers there to refrain from
producing so much wheat. The argument
is that if the United States could reduce its
produetion by 200,000,000 hbushels—the
nuantity exported each year—it would be
possible to inerease the price of the
600,000,000 bushels required in the country,
and therefore the growers would be much
better off for the smaller guantity raised.

Mr. Grifliths: The great slogan there is
mixed farming,

Mr. LINDSAY: 1 think we can safely
econtinue to develop our wheat lands. One of
the most prominent agricultural teachers in
Victoria paid a visit to Western Australia
last year and, after he had spent two months
in the State, we were discussing the possi-
bilitics. That man gave as his honest con-
vietion: that the day would come when West-
ern Australia would produce more wheat
than the rest of Australia combined. I be-
lieve that day will come. Two years ago I
told the House that my electorate would pro-
duce 20,000,000 bushels of wheat. Since
then its output has increased by 2,000,000
bushels. If that rate of progress is main-
tained, as I believe it will be, it will not be
long before we resch the 20,000,000 bushel
mark. Travelling through the wheat belt
we find that even in districts that have been
settled for the last 15 years, there are still
large areas of unimproved land. People like
Mr. Gregory, when touring the wheat belt,
indieate certain land and ask why it iz not
selected. My veply to Mr. Gregory was,
“It has been selected for many years, but
the owner has 2,000 acres and will be un-
able to improve it in less than 15 or 20
years.” Consequently even in the older set-
tled portions of the wheat belt there are
still large aveas of land not under eultiva-

When was that
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tion. The great advanee in the avea eropped
during the last few years has been largely
due to the fact that we have been putting
the light land under cultivation. One of
the factors that has aided the cropping of
the light land is the advent of the tractor.
The wark of rolling light land with horses
is not pleasant and, apart from that, the
horses are required for fallowing. Since
tractors have come in, we find they provide
an easy, quick and cheap method of getting
the light land under cultivation.

Mr. Griffiths: We are getling into the
meehanieal age.

Mr. LINDSAY: That bas been an im-
portant factor in the development of large
areas of light land.

Mr. E. B, Johnston:
tractors pay?

Mr. LINDSAY: I am nof dealing with
that question. I think they pay in this re-
spect, that without them we would not have
the increased area of light land under cul-
tivation, but they do not reduce the cost of
produetion per aere. The area of my elec-
torate is 6,600,000 acres and of that the
arez under eultivation is 622,000, or about
one-tenth of the whole. I have endeavoured
to show that it is necessary for the Govern-
ment to be eareful how they increase taxa-
tion on the land owners; I have shown what
has occurred in the United States and the
oreat disabilities that have followed in-
creased taxation there. I now want to men-
tion what has oceurred in the past in order
to show that the onus of taxation has been
placed year by year on the men on the
land. I believe the member for Swan (Mr,
Sampson) mentioned that the Government
had redueced the subsidy to road boards. I
do not think we have had a subsidy for
some time. I am aware that 12 or 14 years
ago the Government granted road boards a
subsidy of 10s. in the pound of rates col-
lected. This meant that the road boards
did not have to strike so heavy a rate or
collect so much money from the settlers;
the Government were assisting them out of
the general revenne of the State. In those
days we were not asked to clear roads. The
Government sent out men to clear the tracks
neceszary to enable us to get to our
holdings. The road boards did not
eollect rates until two vears after the
land had been selected, but roads were
necessary and the Government undertook
the work of clearing the tracks. To-day,

Do you think that
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gencrally speaking, we have to pro-
vide our own. In addition we used to re-
ceive special subsidies from the Govern-
ment for gravelling roads, amouniing to
£100 or £200 o year. To-day we do not
receive that money. Governmentis talk of
what they are doing in the way of road
making, but they did in the past what they
are not doing to-day. The 103, subsidy
was reduced to 3s. when war broke ont. It
was afterwards reduced to a maximum of
£300, and now it is £140. We are more
and more called upon to rely upoun our-
selves for the collection of rates. There is
also another anomaly—the increase in the
land tax. Governments continually say
that the land tax has not been increased
beeause the money has been given to the
railways. Notwithstanding what the Min-
ister said about land values being 15s.—it
is so in some cases—whereas our land is
valued at 10s. an acre, the average value
of our forest country is nearer 35s. an
aere, We, therefore, have had an increase
in the land tax, We used to collect on the
10s. basis, and now we collect on the 35s.
Road boards are not receiving the assist-
ance they did get from the Government,
and, being obliged to make roads, they also
have to increase their land taxes. In my
distriet we are paying eight times as much
in rates and taxes as we did in 1923,

The Minister for Railways: Do not the
Main Roads Board relieve you of a eertain
amount?

Mr. LINDSAY : No. 'They do make
roads, and give us £2,000 per annum in
order to make others. I will agree that it is
a ecertain amount of asszistance. We ¢annot
tax ourselves more than we are doing.
Taxation is considerably increasing, not-
withstanding statements to the contrary.

The Minister for Railways: You are try-
ing to show that you are worse eff from
the standpoint of roads.

Mr. LINDSAY: I do not say that. I am
not like the member for Bunbury. 1 do
not say that no roads have been made in
the State cxeept those that arve the pro-
duet of the Main Roads Board. In the
wheat belt road boards have done good
work. They have made good roads, and
they made them beforec the Main Roads
Board made them, and eonstructed them at
less cost. When the hon. member makes
such a statement I feel I should go further
and say something about main roads. The
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policy of the Government is to do the work
by day labour. We have proved that this
policy is not satisfactory when if comes
fo & yuestion of cost. There is no doubi
about this. I will tell the House of a
deputation [ introduced to the Minister for
Works. This was made up of various road
boards in my electorate. Under the Com-
monwealth development roads scheme, as
it was then, the conditions laid down in
the original specifications, and by the Gov-
ernment, were so stringent that we conld
not tender. We approached the Govern-
ment to alter the conditions and give us an
opportunity fo put in a tender. The Min-
ister met us reasonably. In doing so he
made a statement that the policy of the
Government was one of day labour. He
said, “If my engineers cannot do the work
as cheaply by day labour as by contraet, I
will sack them, and get others who will.”’
‘That is a definite statement. I am pre-
pared to challenge it, and show that this
is not being done in my electorate.

Mr. Withers : Do yon suggest that a
private contractor eaun get more out of
day labonr than can the Government?

Mr. LINDSAY: We all know that when
people work for the Government they adopt
the Government stroke. To show that my
statement is not irrelevant I will read the
letter from the road board concerned deal-
ing with this matter. This is in connection
with a development road, the Nembudding
South work. Seeing that the Common-
wealth (lovernment give the State a cer-
tain amount of money for the making of
roads, the Main Roads Board should see
that we get good value for that money.
They should see that it is well spent on the
roads, and that it is not spent according
to any particular poliey for day labour or
contract work, The road boards in my
electorate have put in tenders. In many
cases the work hag been done by day
labour, and in other cases by contracts.
Although T have no recollection of bringing
the matter before the Main Roads Board,
I received a letter from them recently ask-
ing me about eomplaints I had made. T
replied that I had no recollection of any
complaint and that it must have been a
verbal one. I put in no complaint in writ-
ing, but I did make one verbally. I will
quate the letter to which I have referred:—

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 23rd inst., and give hereunder
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the information required by you. Allowing
£1,000 for the Nembudding Scuth work done
by P.W.D, day labour, the foremun in charge
completed 63 chains of forming and gravel-
ling (the work wus not rolled), and my board
was informed that the balanee available to
carry the work on to the railway eross at Nem-
budding, a distance of 15 chains, was under
£100, Therefore my board’s supervisor came
to an arrangement with Main Roads Engineer,
J. D. Leach, to submit a tender of £6 10s. per
chuin for the completion of the work., This
board’s usual tender price waa £7 per chain,
but our supervigor, Mr. Moody, submitted a
tender of £6 10s. per chain in an endeavour
to keep within the balance of the grant avail-
able to carry the work to the railway cross-
ing, which we did. Deducting the £97 10s.
available for the completion of the work, also
deducting a further £50 for the year’s main-
tenance leaves £852 10s., and as 63 chains
only way completed by Foreman Lumbert (and
very indifferently completed)} this works out
at £13 10s. 7d. per chain, and the work was
not cven rolled. The first heavy rain left
gravelling in such a condition that it cost my
board £95 23, 3d. to recondition it. Every
agsistance wus given foreman Lambert on the
day work job, even to loaning him this board’s
road grader free of charge. All the papers
forwarded to you in connection with this mat-
ter are a copy of thosc sent to the Main Roads
Board, but so far nothing has been heard in
reply hy wmy board, and the balance of the
money due is urgently needed before the end
of this finaneial year. I have to convey to
you the thanks of my board for your imterest
in connection with this matter, and trust that
gsome satisfactory conclusion may be arrived
at.

The board’s tender for the work was
£7 10s. a chain, the work to be done
aceording to the specifications. Under the
specifications the road bad to be rolled. So
far as we could ascertain the Main Roads
Board earried out the work at a cost of
£13 0s. 7d., and the road was not rolled.
The board had to go over the road after-
wards, and it cost 23s. a chain to put it
into a state of repair. That is not in the
interests of the State. I understand there
were some difficnlties at the time. Men
had been taken off the roads in the South-
West and work had to be found for them.
They told the board that if they did the
work by day labour it would be done, but
if not, it would not be done. When the
board spoke to wme sbout it, I said, {‘Don’t
do it. You will get your £1,000 eventually,
and you will get £1,000 worth of work
done. If you do it under this system you
will probably get £600 or £700 worth of
work.”

Mr. J. H. Smith: I suppose the work was
done at the wrong time of the year.
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Mr. LIXDSAY: Yes, but that is not the
point. The work cost nearly twice as much
to do by day labour as it would have cost
under the tender thai was put in.

Mr. Withers: That is an exception.

The Minister for Mines: We have com-
pleted one road at half the price put in
by the contractor.

My. LINDSAY: I have another instance.
The Kununoppin Road Board tendered for
some gravelling on a road in their area at
a cost of £7 5s. a chain, the road to be 15 ft.
wide, The Government refused to give the
work to them. The work was done by day
labour at a cost of £7 10s. per chain and
the road was only 12 ft. wide. I give these
iflustrations to show that we eannot know
what the main roads cost. We can only
assume the cost. If I put up figures that
I did not know to be correet, I should be
told they were wrong. I know from my
own knowledge that men were pui on io
main roads without tools. When they got
their tools they consisted only of picks and
shovels. When one sees a gang of men
with picks and shovels throwing material
across the road, und knows that a grader
could do all the work that they are doirg,
one can only assume that the roads have cost
a great deal move than they should have
cost.

Mr., Davy: Meanwhile the chairman of
the Main Roads Board is travelling throngh-
out the world to ascertain the best methods
for road making.

The Minister for Mines: Is there anything
wrong in that?

Mr. Davy: He should find that out first
and begin road making afterwards.

Mr. LINDSAY: I object to the state-
ment of the member for Bunbury as to no
toads having been constructed by road
boards. He does not know anything about
the subjeet.

Mr. Withers: I was only referring to
roads whiech have been properly made, and
the places where God had been kind to the
people.

Mr. LINDSAY: On previous oceasions 1
have referred to some of our Acts of Parlia-
ment. Parliament is here to make laws.
We should not pass Acts to permit depart-
mental officers at their discretion to do this
or that, particularly when it means imposing
taxation upon the people. There has been a
tremendous lot of discussipn concerning the
Vermin Act, and statements and cross stafe-
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ments have been made. There is only oue
way to deal with dingoes, foxes and eagles,
namely, to pass an Act covering the whole
State. The Government were right in bring-
ing down that Act, but they were not right
in the matter of the incidence of taxation.
I look at the matter in this way:

Mr. Clydesdale: I do not know of any
farmers who think taxation is right.

Mr. LINDSAY: The hon. member does
not pay that tax.

Mr. Clydesdale: I pay more than you do.

Mr. LINDSAY : In the past, Governments
provided some money out of general rev-
enue to deal with the dog pest. That pest
should be dealt with not only in the interests
of Western Ausiralia, but Auvstralia as a
whole. Everyone in the State will benefit
as the resuit of the increased production that
will come about. Seeing that in the past
revenue was provided for this purpose, the
Government should have made some prepara-
tion for paying something out of revenue,
and should not have asked a certain section
of land owners to pay the whole lot.

The Minister for Railways: Who gets the
direct benefit?

Mr. LINDSAY: The people who will gain
the direet benefit will be those in the metro-
politan area.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. LINDSAY: The great bulk of the
people who pay the tax will gain no more
benefit out of it than will those in the metro-
politan area. There has not been a dog in
the Toodyay, York or Beverley districts for
the last 20 or 30 years, and yet the people
in those districts are asked to pay a tax for
the destruction of dogs in ontside districts,
in my distriet and in the North-West, That
is quite right. Tt is in the interests of the
State and of everyone that dogs should be
destroyed. The tax should not necessarily
be paid only by those persons who happen
to have dogs in their vicinity, AIll the people
in the State should pay their proportiou.
That is the only right and proper way to
look at it. I do not believe that the pas-
toralists and the agrieuliurists should he
asked to bear the whole ecost. We have heen
told that theyv asked for it. I was a member
of the committee that diseussed the matter,
In 1915 I called a conference of road boards
in Northam to trv to indnce Toad boards in
the east ward to put the matter on a uni-
form basis and colleet a uniform tax. That
was done years ago, so this is nothing new
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for me. I agree with the principle but the
in¢idence of the tax is wrong. When the
Bill was under discussion I entered my pro-
test against the specifications for fences not
being included in the measure. It is not
right that we should leave such a question
to the Chief Inspector. TParliament should
deeide those things, not a departmental offi-
cer. At the particular commitiee meeting
about which there bas been so much disens-
sion, I moved that there should be no ex-
emption and [ still believe there should be
none. I live in a dog-infested area and I
went to the expense of putting up a fence
five years ago. Notwithstanding that, T am
prepared te pay my quota. T have to re-
member that it is not only the dog that
jumps my fence hat the animal that teara
his way through that I have to guard against.
I am prepared to pay the vermin tax, and
I consider there should be no exemptions.
There are other matters that should be -
eluded in the schedule so that the people
would know what the legislation provides.
I would like to see the Government amend
the Land Tax and Income Tax Assesswoen:
Act. I have had some dealings with the
Commissioner of Taxation, and with that
Act quite recently. [ have studied that mea-
sure and it is remarkable that it should have
remained so long on the Statute-book with-
out drastic amendment. It was amended in
1923 and I have read the debate in that year
with great interest. I.have to give members
opposite eredit for the work they did on that
oceasion, for they elalin to represent a ecer-
tain section of the commiunity and as a result
of the stand they took during that debate,
they secured an inereased exemption for the
worker. As to Section 31, I know that it
was amended, but I could net find out why
the alteration was made. T read the debates
closely and it was only the day before yes
terday that I found ount the reason. It was
due to a deadlock between the two Houses,
and the amendment I refer to resulted from
ihe conference of managers. Hven lawyers
asked me why the amendment had been made,
and that was the explanation I gave them.
There are many other parts of the Act that re-
qnire amendment. I recogmise the difficutties
eonfronting the Commissioner of Taxation.
No onc likes to pay income tax, and many
nre net paying who should be taxed. Very
often the innocent suffer for the guiliy, for
that is possible under the Aet. The indi-
vidual should have some rights that he dees
not possess to-day. Theve are many things

included in the Act that should not appear
there, Section 48 means that if T appeal
against the Commissioner and he takes me to
eourt, I cannot get any costs even if the
objection to the appeal is frivolous and un-
reasonable, I will bave to pay the eosts of
the proceedings in which I was recently in-
volved.

Mr. Davy: let us put through a small
amending Bill to get over that difieulty,

Mr. LINDSAY: T am not going to pay;
don't worry abouf that! Taxpayers should
have the right to appeal, as they have under
other legislation. Another section deals with
the furnishing of false returns and it pro-
vides for a penalty of anything from £2
to €200 and three times the tax. The Com-
missioner can take a taxpayer hefore the
police magistrate and have him fined, on top
of which he can impose the treble tax. The
taxpayer ean appeal against the magistrate’s
decision and take it to the Snpreme Court.
He may be able to convince the eourt that he
is right. In onc instance I know of, the
magisirate did not consider the case a serious
one, and fined the person concerned £7.
He did not impose the treble tax as well.
The taxpayer found, however, that when he
had finished with the law, the Commisstoner
of Tuxation got to work and charged him
three times the tax. There is no appeal
against the Commissioner’s action. It does
not seem right that an extra penalty shounld
be inflicled after the court has dealt with
a case. Regarding the reeent proceedings
that T have referred to, in which T was in-
volved, the decision arrived at is & far-reach-
ing one. I suzgest that the Government
chould bring in a Bill to amend the Aet to
male it clear, in view of the deeision that
was arrived at, for it opens up a wide ques-
tion. Surely it will be seen that it is advis-
able to have it definitely laid down just
what the section means. Originally, the see-
tion referred to an “annnal amount spent for
the production of inecome,” but in 1923 that
was amended to read for the “protection of
income that eannot be insured.” It is quite
possible that some exemptions from taxation
will ereep in although they should not be
allowed. Anocther sub-section requiring at-
ention is one in Section 31; I eannot under-
stand why it has been allowed to remain
there for so long. Thousands of pounds of
taxpavers’ nioney s spent annnally in the
preparation of returns and the pavment of
taxation specialists’ fees. There is a ¢lause
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dealing with depreciation. It is laid down
that the Commissioner may aflow deprecia-
tion, which means, the life of a machine.
Against the Commissioner’s decision there is
no appeal. He alone ¢an decide upon the
life of plant, whether five years or 30 years,
and there is no appeal. Onece the Commis-
sioner has fixed the life, he has to allow de-
preciation on that life, but he has never
done s0. He has allowed depreciation on the
written down value of the life of the plant,
and, therefore, I contend he has been doing
someihing illegal. He has taken from the
taxpavers money to which be is not entitled.
T hope the Government will amend the Act
in that direction, Dealing with railway mat-
ters, a new line has been started in my con-
stitneney. I refer to the Ejanding-North-
wards railway. I have asked the Premier
to receive a deputation regarding a further
extension, When the Minister for Railways
was speaking I think he was under a mis-
apprehension, for he merely said the rail-
way should be extended further north. He
knows the country to the east of the line as
well as on the other side.

The Minister for Railways: There are two
branches.

Mr. LINDSAY: That is so. Although the
branch to the north is also in my electorate,
that which will run eastward is the one that
will tap more settled land and where more
wheat is grown. The Ejanding-Northwards
railway has been authorised for 75 miles.
When I approached the Premier regarding
the deputation he said he had already in-
structed the Advisory Board to make a re-
port on the proposition and that, therefore,
. & deputation was unnecessary. A peculiar
position has arisen since. In going through
the veport of the Railway Advisory Board,
furnished in 1923, I noticed that they recom-
mended that the railway should go 70 miles
to the north-east, which would bring it about
25 miles north of the Bencabbin line, which
is a further extension of the Ejanding line.
Having snbmitted their report on that rail-
way, one would think that the board weuld
make the same proposal on this oecasion.
However, the Premier has instructed the
members of the Railway Advisory Board to
proceed with the inspeetion and to report.
We know what it will be, for it is already
here before us. Although T have not the
whole of the information available regard-
ing the areas to be served, the Minister for
Agriculture was out there with me recently
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and he appreciates the fact that there is some
very fine land there. If I read part of the
Advisory Boeard’s report to the House, the
position will be made clear, This is what the
board reported—

The line recommended is about 70 miles
in length, starting from Pithara, and follow-
ing as nearly as possible the rood ruoning
easterly from that place to the rabbit-proof
fence, thence in a general direction as shown
on the plan, and terminating at a point ahout
25 miles north of the Bencubbin line.

The report then goes on to deal with the
quality of the land, whieh is deseribed as
good wheat-growing country. I hope a fur-
ther extension will take place as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board some years
ago. If possible I hope the Government
will bring in the necessary Bill this session.
I wish to deal with the question from an-
other standpoint. We are anxious to have
the wheat lands of Western Australia set-
tled. Governments and departments ean
claim the eredit for settlement, but if there
is any to be given, it is to the men who went
out and proved the country in faece of op-
position. In that area we have had men 30
miles away from railways, unable to get
any assistance from the Agricultural Bank,
although they are farming first-class land.
They are clearing and inproving their hold-
ings slowly, because they have not the cash
to go in for more rapid development, When
people talk about how the wheat belt areas
were settled, we should realise that it was
done by the individual who went beyond the
limits of ordinary settlement, without any
assistance from the Agricultural Bank, and
far from the railways. It is a good thing
for Western Australia that we had men pos-
sessed of the spirit that enabled them to do
such pioneering. We hear so much about
varions (fovernments and depariments and
what they have done, but had it net been for
those people who took up their boldings
ahead of safe areas, and away from reason-
able reach of railways, the wheat belt would
not he what it is fo-day. There is another
railway I will refer to. The member for
Avon (Mr. Griffiths) intends to move a
motion chortly, and I will not dwell
on the subject at length, However, I
think the Yarramony Eastwards railway
should be huilt. I hope the Government will
say definitely whether they intend to build
the line or not. There are rumonrs that it
will not be built. I hope that people will
be told what the position really is, so that
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they will know where they stand.  They
should not be allowed to continue in unecer-
tainty, The member for Avon dealt with
electoral rtolls. T will tell & story different
from that he placed before the House. A
few weeks before the election 1 travelled over
my electorate to find ont where the claim
cards and rolls were. I travelled for hun-
dreds of miles and although I eould find
plenty of Federal roils and ¢laim cards, I
counld find none from the State.

The Minister for Justice: Nid you go to
the post offices?

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes.

The Minister for Justice: And the police
stations?

Mr. LINDSAY: Ves, and T will tell you
what happened. T eame back to Perth and
saw the Chief Flectoral Officer. I told himn
what my experience had been, and I asked
him for an explanation. He said that
every post offiee had received rolls and elaim
eards, hut they were not there when T went
through. Disenssing the matfer with him
afterwards I found out the position. At the
time of the elcetions I ascertained that on
election day 35 people came in to Dowerin
who found their names were not on the rolls,
and the total number of votes recorded there
was 180, At Wyaleatechem that wag the ex-
perience of 50 people and the poll there was
240; at Xorrelocking there were 17 not en-
rolled and the voters there totalled 80, and
at Nembudding there were 17 not on the rolls
and 17 voted there.

The Minister for Justice: We could get
some revenue out of fines there,

Mr. LINDSAY : T told the Chief Electoral
Officer that there were 1,200 persons in my
electorate who shonld have been enrolled
bhut whose names were not there. I know
of an instance of a motor truck load of men,
about 20 of them, eoming in to vote, and
on arriving at the polling booth finding that
their names were not on the roll. Why?
They all believed they were on the roll;
they had eards to show they were on the roll,
but on examination it was found that those
cards were Federal and not State cards. T
discoverd afterwards that Mr. Gregory, who
represents the Commonweslth Electoral De-
partment there, received a certain bonus for
each name that he put on the Toll, and that
he gave the loecal postmaster a penny for
every person’s name that he, too, put on the
roll. Therefore it was to his interest to see
that everyone he could get hold of became
a Commonwealth elector. The consequence
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of all this was that when a person made in-
quiries about enrolment he received a Com-
monwealth claim eards and the State was en-
tirely neglected. That matter should cer-
tainly be attended to. I mentioned it to the
State Chief Electoral Officer and he told
me it was receiving his attention. Although
I may gel into trouble for saying so, I ean-
not help declaring that those people who
failed to get on the State roll deserve to pay
the penalty to which they are liable. The
greater part of my speech this evening has
dealt with the production of wheat and the
extension of our wheat areas. I really do
think that i1z an important matter for the
State. T have some practical knowledge of
the subject, and T reaffirm the opinion that
we, in this State, have only touched the
fringe of wheat devclopment. The time will
come, and it is not far distant, when we
shall be producing a lot more wheat than
any other State in Auwustralia. The time
will also come when we shall be exporting
more wheat than all the States of Australia
combined. It is neeessary, however, that the

‘Government should do their best in connee-

tion with the setilement of the land. Of
course the work could be done better if the
Country Party occupied the Treasury bench.
Agrienlture is the one primary industry that
we can develop, and it is the industry around
whieh all the others revolve; it is also the
industry upon which Western Australia will
stand or fall.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.33]: With
the exception of a statement that 140 blocks
have been surveyed near Wyndham for
tropical agrienlture, and that eertain surveys
have been carried out in the Ashburton dis-
trict, there is no mention in the Speech of
the intentions of the Government regarding
the North-West. To a great many this is
not only disappointing hut very disquieting.
For years the North-West members of this
House, as well as many other people who
know the eonditions that exist in that part of
Australia, have been pointing out the grave
danger in permitfing the North to remain
in its present unpcopled and wundeveloped
state. Governments in the past have agreed
with this viewpoint. The present Govern-
ment also seemed to have been fully seized
with the position. Shortly after the Collier
(Government came info power, a Cabinet
Minister went to the North and looked into
the matter of development, and on his retnrn
made the statement that the North would
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have to be developed and peopled, but that
it was quite too big a job for the State
Government to tackle. Others in this House
have also made that statement and it has
been generally acknowledged that it is too
big a job. I agree with that view. We
have a huge area that requires to be de-
veluped; we hove a small population and a
limited amount of money with which to de-
velop the State. But the necessity for de-
veloping the North does really exist and that
is becoming mwre and more necessary every
day. The Prime Minister, evidently realis-
ing the neeessity for taking prompt action,
made an oifer to the Government of Western
Aystralia to take over that portien of this
State north of the 26th parallel. It will be
remembered that a debate on the subject
took place in this House almost on the con-
eluding night of the last Parliament. The
matter came forward on the motion moved
by the Premier that the State should deeline
the offer of the Federal Government. Onc
Cabinet Minister at about that time made
the statement that he would not allow the
people of the North to be sold like sheep.
It is not a question of selling the North; it
is a question of proteeting Australia, and
to a certain extent the British Empire, froin
invasion of a portion of that Empire. Tt
is not a State matter, neither is it, we may
say, a Commonwealth matter; it is really an
Imperial matter, because, after all, the weak-
est Iink is the strength of the chain of de-
fence. At the conclusion of the debate the
Premier promised that the matler would
azain he discussed with the Commonwealth
Government, and that we would be advised
from time to time as to what was heing done.
Eight or nine months have gone by and
not a word has been heard of any further
disrussion with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

Mr. Marshall: T think the Commonwealth
Government have gone on strike.

Mr. ANGELO : Why was nothing said
about it in the Governor’s Speech? The
Speeeh should have contained an announnece-
ment that the State Government, in com-
plianee with its promise to Parliament, had
disenssed the matter with the Federal Gov-
ernment but that the Federal Government
had gone to sleep. I do not think that has
actually happened, but I do nrge upon this
Government not to lose another day in
getting this most important matter setiled
onre and for all. The Nc:rth must be
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developed. We cannot hide the faet that
there are a thousand million coloured peo-
ple, increasing every year and becoming more
and more accustomed to the munitions of
war. The Chira war has given the Asiaties
an opportunily to gain more knowledge of
the use of munitions of war. Within
seven days’ sail of our North there is an-
other powerful nation, as we all know, that
is daily becoming greater and stronger
in every way. It may not be generally
known what the position of this particular
nation is to-day. Japan has an arca of
over 236,000 square miles and its popula-
tion is 80 millions. That means that they
have 339 persons to every square mile.
Those who read have learnt that Japan is
expanding in population at snch a rate that
something will shortly have to he done to
accommodate its vastly increasing numbers.
Adjacent, and within a few days’ sail of
that eountry, there are 1,150,000 square
miles with a population of merely 191,000
people, and of that total 95 per cent. are
in North Queensland. In our own North we
have one person to every 67 square miles
of country, whilst in the Northern Terri-
tory there is one person to every 113
square miles. We have just read of the
failure of the eonference to limit arma-
ments,  That will cause another race for
naval supremacy. Everything points to
the danger to which T have referred as
orowing every day. Something must be
done. I think we have only the next 20
years to see that the North is properly
protected and that ean only be done by
populating it. Who is going to do it? Is
it to be the State with Commonwealth
money, or the Commonwealth deing it
themselves? In any case it must be done
as soon as possiblee We shonld not
allow another month to go by withount
making an effort to determine who is
to do it. It must be done. The matier
has been diseussed in this Iouse to my
knowledge for 10 years and every year the
promise has been made that something
would be arranged with the Federal Gov-
ernment. To-day we are in just the same
state of uncerfainty as we were in 1) years
ago, Tt is the duty of this Government,
Irnowing that they eannot do it themselves,
to get to work and find out who is going
to populate and develop the North. Fither
the State must do it with Federal assistance
or the territory will have to be handed
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over to the Federal Government on certain
conditions. If the Federal Government are
not prepared to carry out some scheme,
then it is the duty of the State Govern-
ment to point out to the Imperial Govern-
ment that this negleet of development has
taken place through the State’s inability
from a finaneial point of view, and throngh
the negligence of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. Buf something must be done. It
is the funetion of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to find the money, even if they do
not carry out the work. The Common-
wealth Government are responsihle for the
defence of Ausiralia. A Commission was
appointed some time ago by the Federal
Government under the Northern Terri-
fory Aet. Tt is quite a year since it was
appointed, but T have not seen a single
item of news as to what has been done by
that Commission. Time is the essence of
the contract; the matter is getting more
and more dangerous every day and nothing
appears to be done to lessen the menace.
It can only be done by population and
development, and we shonld certainly know
from the Prime Minister what his ideas
are in respeet of taking over that portion
of the State lying north of the 20th or 26th
parallel. The sooner an announcement is
made the better will it be for the State
and the Commonwealth and for the safety
of the Empire. I am glad to be able to
tell the House that we have had a remark-
ably fine season in the North following on
what may he termed a threc years' drought.
Unfortunately, at the end of that drought
period, the condition of the areas in the
North was very poor. The losses of sheep
have been considerable and the pastoralists,
especially those at Gascoyne and Ashbur-
ton, have had a rough time. Men who
were considered very wealthy had to ewr-
teil many of their expenses, and had to
look to their finaneial backers for help.

My, Marshall: That does not apply to
the whole of the North-West.

Mr. ANGELO : No, hut it does apply to
a considerable portion of it.

Mr. Marshall: To quite sufficient of it.

Mr. ANGELQ: What I have io say shows
the unfortunate position we would have
beett in if some of the so-called big areas
had been cut into areas of 40,000 or 50,000
acres, Tt would have been disastrous for
those districts.
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Mr. Marshall: 1t is all rot to talk about
40,000 acres up there.

Me. ANGELO: The pastoralist has to be
a big man, and must have a big area. It
is not an industry into whieh a small man
can enter.

Mr. Marshall: He could not possibly
manage with 40,000 acres.

Mr. ANGELO : I quite agree. There
has been a great deal of comment about
the vermin tax, especially from the mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay). This is
not a tax. It is a contribution by the
pastoralists and the farmers towards a
fund, contributed to by the Government,
to fight a spceial danger and a special
menaee,

Mr, Ferguson: What is the share of the
Government ?

Mr. ANGELO: The Government under-
took to contribute to the fund.

Mr. Ferguson: But they did not do so.

Me. Marshall : The fund is not yet
operating.

Mr, ANGELO: The Act did not originate
with the Government. It was bronght
down by the Minister for Agriculture at
the request of the farmers and pastoralists.
These people realised what the dingo pest
might mean to the State. Two or three
vears ago I quoted from an article pub-
lished in n Sydney paper showing what the
dingoes have done in Western New South
Wales, where the flocks have been de-
ereased by 70 per eent. Some stations
had to go out of sheep altogether because
of the dingoes, and take on eattle.
Whereas a cattle station employs say
one mnan, a sheep station will employ about
15 men. This shows what the pest means
to the labour market as well as to the pas-
foralists themselves.

Mr. Rowe: 8ix thousand dingoes were
killed last year.

Mr. ANGELO: I am defending the con-

- tribution which these parties make to a com-

mon fund that is to be used for the one
purpose.

Mr. Marshall: The member for Beverley
thinks the Premier got his snrplus out of
the tax.

Mr. ANGELOQ: He certainly did get his
surplus out of the tax if he used it, but I
do not really think the Premier put the
money into revenue.

Mz, Marshall: He could not do so under
the Aet.
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Mr, ANGELO: If properly dealt with,
the dingo may be brought down to such small
numbers that the fax may be reduced, and
may even disappear later on. While the
pumbers are inereasing so rapidly and such
extensive damage is being done, it was
necessary that some campaign for the de-
struction of this pest should be entered upon
right away. The Government did right to
accede to the requests of the farmers and
pastoralists, and raise this fund. All I ask
them to do is to get on with the job and
rid the country of the dingoes. The sooner
that is done, the sooner will the tax dis-
appear. It is not to the dingo only that
the Act applies, for it also deals with foxes
and eagles, It may be considered that the
fox is something that need not be mentioned,
and that it does not at present come into
the question. That is not so. Only about
18 months ago I heard of the first fox being
in Western Australia. There was a notice
about it in the paper, and a photograph was
published of some person holding up the
body of the fox. Now these pests have
reached Shark Bay. On onc small farm at
Perenjori seven foxes were killed within the
last few months. T have two of the skins
at home now. When I was in Adelaide a
few months ago I visited a friend’s hounse
four miles from the post office in one of the
hill suburbs. I was told that people in that
suburly could not keep fowls hecanse of the
foxes. After all, it i1s not from the farmer
that all the help shonld be fortheoming.
We might vet have to tax the snburban
householder to assist in keeping out the
foxes. I only mention this to show that
foxes will become just as diffienlt to get xid
of as the dingo.

Mr. Ferguson: They are pretty rough on
lambs,

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. Farmers ought to be
only too pleased that the so-called tax has
been imposed. T hope when the sum is
raised i€ will be put fo good use, and a
campaign against dingoes and foxes will be
carried on with vigour.

Mr, Lindsay: Why not make the house-
holders pay und obtain the henefit

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps foxes will come
much closer to civilisation than dingoes, and
be a source of trouble to those who will net
be affected by dingons. It is many years
sinee we heard of dingoes on the lower Glas-
coyne, and yet the people there are quite
willingly paying the tax. They know that
if the dingo is not tackled now while it is
further ont, it will probably come along and
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extend through the Gascoyne area This
should be regarded as a national task. Every
person who is liable {o visitation from the
dingo or the fox should contribute to the
tax, and assist in ridding the conntry of the
vest as far out as possible. Reference has
been made to the development of the North-
West. There is at present a good chance
of a new industry being carried on suecess-
fully up there, and developing into a big
undertaking

Mr, Griffiths: Tt has already made good
progress.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. It may lead to the
infroduction of thousands of people to the
North. T refer to the shark skin indusiry,
and to thal which will deel witb marine
products generally

Mr. Griffiths: People langhed about that
Vears ago.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. I remember having
to reply to one of my colleagues from the
North who was making fun of the possi-
bility of the shark ever being any good ex-
eept to take down newcomers. Thanks to the
discoveries of Dr. Ehrenreich, who is now
recognised as the world’s greatest anthority
on marine producis, this industry is likely
to prove a most valvable one.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Is"that why he
was recalled?

Mr. ANGELO: He was not recalled. It
has been found possible to make wse of
practically every portion of the shark. When
the factory ship arrives here from England,
equipped with proper machinery, every por-
tion of the shark will be used, and nothing
will be left but the bite. The teeth will be
used, the bones, the fins, the flesh and the
liver. The shark’s skin has been proved to
preduce some of the finest leather known.

Mpr. Griffiths: It is better than the Chicago
pigs, all of which are used but the squeal.

Mr. ANGELO: The bones and a eertain
portion of the shark have now to be thrown
away because of the lack of machinery
to deal with such hy-products. Almost every
piece of the shark will be put to commercial
use. At present the flesh is treated in a
primitive manner by sun-drying. Even so
it is bringing a big priec in the far East
for human eonsumption. I was shown some
of the prices that have been obtained for it
Every ship that goes out shows that there
is an increase in the price, and indicates
that the people in the far East, now that
they are becoming used to this food and
ean rely upon it, are more and more anxious
to get it. The skins are all being sent to
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England for treatment. It is hoped when
the factory ship arrives that all the parts
will be dealt with in the North-West. Last
January the Government were approached
by the directors of the English company
with an offer to take over the Carnarvon
meatworks. I undersfand they were allowed
to occupy the buildings under leasehold eon-
ditions for a certain time. T believe now
they are offering to purchase the works.
Pastoralists of the North have lost a con-
siderable sum of money there, and so have
the Government, which advanced money
against the freehold.

The Minister for Mines: The Government
lost the larger amount.

Mr. ANGELO: I think the losses were
evenly divided.

Mr. Davy: The Government lost about
£80,000.

The Minister for Mines: It was over
£60,000.

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member is re-
ferring to the Fremantle works.

Mr. Davy: No. The money there is not
vet lost.

The Minister for Railways:
without aeerued interest.

The Minister for Mines:
£60,000 at Carnarvon.

Mr. ANGELO: The pastoralists have lost
all their money. The Government will lose
a certain amount. If the industry pro-
gresses as we hope, the money lost by the
Government will be returned to the State
in an indirect manner by the employment
that is given to large numbers of persons,
by a certain amount of taxation that will
no doubt e¢ome back to the Government from
the operations of the company, and through
other devious channels. I understand from
the directors of the company that they have
acquired & fine ship of about 1,750 tons,
which is being fitted out with the latest ap-
pliances for dealing with marine produnets.
It is hoped that the vessel will be ont in
Australia within three or four months, It
will be equipped with a dozen launches
specially builf for the purpose of deep sea
fishing. At pressnt the company’s fishing
operations are restricted {o a couple of
small steam launches picked up in Sydney
harbour which arc rather unsuitable for the
job. Even with these two launches I have
seen over 20 tons of shark, dugong and
turtle brougbt into Carnarvon within one
week; I have seen five tons brought in on
one day. That shows that even with those

Tt is £60,000
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two little lannehes the prospects are indeed
good. Tf the eompany ean get 20 tons of
fish in one week with two small, unsuitable
boats, it enn well be imagined what they
will be able to do when they bave 12 or 14
good boats operating at the same time. Dr.
Bhrenreich secmed to be very pleased in-
decd with the result of his investigations
in the North. He says that we have a tre-
mendous variety of marine products of
which he had never dreamt. He showed me
some edible fish that had been caught in
neis by his party while fishing for sharks,
and he considers that quite an indus-
try will be built up in dealing with edible
fish apart from sharks, which seem to be
the special object at present.

Mr. Griffiths: All we have to do now is
to utilise the allizators.

Mr. ANGELO: There are no alligators
in the Gaseoyne. In the shark nets the com-
pany have been getting an average of six
or seven turtles per day—huge green turtles
which the doctor considers will be worth at
least £5 each to the company when dealt
with in the way of making soups and ob-
taining certain extraets and other by-pro-
duets. Then there are the dugong, large
numbers of which are being caught. This
aspect is really new to us and also to the
dortor, who thinks use ecan be made of
dugong, which should prove upon investiga-
tion to be also 1 highly valuable fish.

Mr. Marshall: Dugong oil is a wonder-
ful remedy for rheumatism.

Mr. ANGELO: That is recognised al-
ready. The company have had dugong up
to 1,2001bs. in weight, so it can-be imagined
what this vast quantity of guod food stuffs
will be worth when proper experts have got
to work and ascertained exactly the best
method of utilisation. I am told by the
directors that they hope within 12 months
to have 600 men employed in and around
Carnarvon, Of course those men will not
all be at the factory, but they will all be
connected with the business; and we know
that if there are 400 men fully employed on
good wages, it will mean at least 1,200
wives and childven and so forth coming
along.

Mr. Clydesdale:
supporters.

Mr. ANGELO: T1f T can only see the
population of the Gascoyne doubled within
the next two vears, I will retire with a cer-
tain grace in the event of being beaten by

They will all be Labour



290

a Labour man. However, I am not worry-
ing about that. A period of nearly three
Years may cause (uite a difference, and
meantime there may be a redistribution of
seats, opening uwp new vistas and pew
avennes. Still, that does not affect the ques-
tion. I shall do all T possibly can to help
the industry along. I am indeed glad that
the Government are so svmpathetie towards
it and are doing so much to foster it. The
Premier and hiz Ministers have instrueted
their officers to assist the company as much
as possible. That is the right spirit in
whick to encouraze people eoming from the
0ld Country to open up a new industry
here.

The Minister for Railways: About half
the members of the Government have visited
the company’s works.

Mr. ANGELO: I am very pleased to
know they have done so. The company’s
operations, although only in the initial
stage, are being watched carefully; and al-
ready I have heard of two more companies
being formed—one in Sydney, the other at
Home—to operaze on our northern ecoast,
and along somewhat similar lines. One of
these new companies has already acquired
certain concessions giving a basis of operu-
tions on the coast. I hope these ecompanies
also will be very suecessful, for along our
coast, in the opinion of the directors of the
first company, there is room for them all,
The fishing there will not he a monopoly for
any one eompany, QOur coast is so huge,
extending over nearly 2,000 miles, that there
is room for a dozen ecompanies; and the more
that come along and operate and produce
this leather and these foods for export to
the Fm Bast, the better the market will be.
The possibilities of suecess in this industry
open up another vista—the possibility of
our having a tourist resort or an anglers’
resort at Shark Bay. T hold in my hand
a booklet which I found on the Trans. train
a few months ago. It is issued by the New
Zealand Government and is ealled “The
Hore of the Bie Fish.” Tt gives illustra-
tions of numbers of huge fish found on the
consts of the North Island of New Zealand.
There is the sword fish, the maple shark,
the hammerhead shark, and several other
hure fish which run up to 700 and 800 Ibs.
in weight, and which anglers now delight in
eatching on rod and line. It sometimes takes
eight or nine hours to land a fish affer it is
honked. Zane Grey bas written a book on
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this sport: I think the Leader of the Op-
position has it now. Zane Grey claims to
have discovered this new fishing ground,
whicli is attracting to Wew Zealand hundreds
ani hundreds of people from America anid
other parts of the world to indulge in the
deep-sea sport. Only about 25 years ago
a small number of anglers, say, six or eight,
formed themselves into a little elub on Santa
Catarina Island, California, to cateh these
very same kinds of fish. They arranged that
there should he friendlv competition, with
trophies for whoever canght the largest fish;
and theyv sclected a littte beach where there
were at that time only a ecouple of
fishexmen’s huts. That little beach, with
two fishermen’s huts of 25 years ago,
to-day is called Avalon, and at least
half a million anglers visit Avalon every
vear. That fact shows the possibilities
of a little fishing resort properly worked up.
Zane Grey's book is now being sold all over
the world, and we shall find that tourists te
New Zealand wil increase by thousands
and thousands in the near future. T showed
this folder or booklet to Dr. Ehrenreich, and
he assured me that every fish mentioned in it
can be found in Shark Bay, together with a
number of other sporting fish not mentioned
in the New Zealand booklet at all. T have
taken on myszelf to write to Mr, Zane Grey
telling him abont Shark Bay, and suggesting
that on his next tour to the South in his
wonderfnl yacht he should try to make
Shark Bay, and discover it as a fishing re-
sort, and thereupon advertise it throngbout
the world. Tf we ean only get a few hun-
dred people to visit Shark Bay every vear,
it will he something. Tt will help the world
to know the land that we live in, and per-
haps bring us in touch with people from
countries where the existence of Westem
Australia is practieally unknown. 1 siu-
cerely hope that the esiablishment of an in-
dostry for the exploitation of our marine
products will help us to solve the question of
how we are to develop the Novth, Quite a
number of other industries will follow in the
train of the main industry, once we have 1t
established. Now I want o juvmp from the
North down to the wheat areas. The Gov-
ernor’s Speech states that loans made to
selflers during the vear by the Agricultu_r'al
Bank amounted to £599,000. In answer to
questions T put to the Treasurer the other
evening T was informed that repavments
during the same year to the Agrienltural
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RBank were £370,129, and to the Industries
Assistance Board £893,930.

The Minister for Railways:
amounts included interest.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 wanted to koow whal
was the aetual money coming in. The actual
money received by the Agricultural Bank
from the farming industry last year was
£1,464,059, whereas advances to farmers dar-
ing last year amounted to only £399,000,
showing that the (tovernment received fromn
the farmers £865,059 more than they ad-
vanced fo them.

The Minister for Railways: No, that is
not correct. A lot of that money was in-
terest,

Mr, ANGELO: But 1 am speaking of the
actual money received by the Government.
They received the money; whether it was
part loan and part acerued interest does not
matter. That was the amount the Govern-
inent got back.

The Minister for Railways: They got ad-
ditional money, new money, to the extent of
about £500,000.

Mr. ANGELO: But the Governor's Speech
says that Agricultural Bank advanees to sef-
tlers during the vear totalled £599,000. That
is actnal new money, I suppose. But the re-
payments to the Agriculiural Bank and the
Industries  Assistence Board  totalled
£1,164,000, showing a difference of £863,000
actually received back by the Agrieultural
Bank in London from the settlers. I am
indeed pleased that the farmers were able to
pay that amount back, hut I am sorry to
think that at this time, when money was
being requested for new developments and
new farmers were coming in, the Govera-
ment should set a bhad example to other
finaneial institutions by allowing nearly
£1,000,000 to come back to them. Why not
use all this money and lend it to others to
ascist in development? It is the hardest job
for farmers to get money at the present time,
I know of hundreds of ecases where exira
areas would have been put under erop if the
farmers could have financed the putting-in
of the erop.

The Minister for Raijlways: We have to
pay interest on the money we borrow.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but the Gov-
ernment should not require to draw in
£1,000,000 in one year.

The Minister for Railways: We did not
draw it in. If we have ten million pounds
or twelve milliony pounds out on which we

Those
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have to pay interest, we have to do what you
complain of, and pay the interest.

Mr, ANGELO: But it is rather drastic to
call in £1,000,000 in one year.

The Minister for Railways: But the ma-
jority of that vepresented interest payments,
which we have to pay to people from whom
we borrow,

My, ANGELO: But this concerns some
£865,000, which would represent a thunder-
ing lot of interest. That would indicate a
sum of about twelve millien pounds upon
which Interest was being paid. I am sure
the Government have not got that amount
involved.

The Minister for Railways: But there are
the Industries Assistance Board clients, too.

Mr. ANGELO: I understand the Min.
ister's point of view. At the same time we
are asking young lads to go into the country
aveas instead of staying in the towns. New
farmers sre wanting assistance to get a start
That is what the Agrieultural Bank was es-
tablished for. 1t scems to me bad policy to
pursue the lines adopted by the CGovern-
ment at this stage.

My, Chesson: .Are yon objecting to the
old farmers paying their debis?

Mr. ANGELO: XNot at all, but why not
pass on to others the money received?

Hon. G. Taylor: And keep it in circula-
tion?

Mr. ANGELQ: That is so. When 10 far-
mers go off the bank, 10 more should be taken
on. Quite a thousand new settlers could have
been assisted with the money I refer to.
Most of the banks in Western Australia have
been lending more money than they have
got in the State. This is a borrewing
State and T am afraid one or two of the
banks have not been lending money on that
basis. I am afraid the Commonwealth Bank
has more deposits from the State than they
have loaned out to people in Western Auns-
tralia. That dees not apply to most of the
other banks, whose loans exceed the deposits.
That is why I think it is rather a bad policy
for the Agricultural Bank to start pulling
in its horns, just at a time when we are try-
ing to develop our wheat industry and over-
take the harvest returns in the other States.

The Minister for Railways: You are mix-
ing up the Industries Assistance Board and
the Agrieultural Bank,

Mr. ANGELO: But it is all coming in,

The Minister for Railways: But you for-
got the Industries Assistance Board.
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Mr. ANGELQ: Which is net operating.

The Minister for Railways: What about
the soldier settlers? There is a considerable
sum going out still.

Mr. ANGELO: But it would not be any-
thing like the amounnt I have referred to.
However, I may be incorreet on that point.
It is an extraordinary thing that the Gov-
ernor’s Speech did not mention the amount
lent by the Industries Assistance Board, but
merely referred to the assistance extended
to settlers through the Agricultvral Bank.

The Minister for Mines: WWas not that
more than in other years?

Mr. ANGELO: I will gnarantee that the
amount repaid was double that received in
any other year.

The Minister for Mines: That may be, but
yvou do not answer my question,

Mr. ANGELO: Through my association
with banking, I know that hundreds and
hundreds of men want assistance fo-day.

The Minister for Railways: The Agricul-
tural Bank does that business.

Mr, ANGETLO: I do not know why the
Agricultural Bank should not be allowed to
do it on the security of the wheat.

The Minister for Railways: But that can-
not be done under the Act.

Mr, ANGELO: Some method should be
adopted to overeome the difficulty, even if
it means amending the Act to enable the
Agricnltural Bank fo assist young fellows
going on the land.

The Minister for Railways: Will you give
us your support if we introduce a Bill to
establish a roral bank, in order to do that?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, T will.

The Minister for Railways:
may have the opportunity.

Mr. Marshall: What will happen to that
P.P.A. bank of yours?

Mr, ANGELO: I am glad the Primary
Producers’ Bank has been mentioned, be-
capse we have lent out nearly three times
the amount we have received from people in
this State. If every other bank had done
what we have dome, money might not be su
short just now. Every penny we can bor-
row from the Eastern States is ¢oming to
Western Anustralia.

Mr. Lindsay: We are short of money in
the varions banks. )

Mr. ANGELO: That is why I am men-
tioning this matter. Every day good decent
voung fellows come to me to ask for a few
hundred pounds in order fo put in additional
erops, and fallow next year. They have good

Then yon
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land and want money to extend their areas
under wheat.

The Minister for Railways: The Agricul
tural Bank has not the statutory power to
do it.

Mr, ANGELO: And I want to get that
statutory power for the bank. With the
fine country we have in Western Australia,
there is room for 10 more banks, whether
rural banks or banks of other descriptions.
Tet them all eome! It was with grave eon-
cern that I listened last night to the report
of the Minister for Lands regarding group
settlement. Tt must be disappointing and
disquieting to every member. If the
Minister is quite satisfied—apparently
he has not beem working on the
basis of his own judgment, but considers
he has been well advised by the officials---
that it is necessary to eut the loss, I agree
with him. Let the first loss be the last loss.
I do not think it would pay us to carry on
unpraofitable blocks. I made a suggestion to
the Premier the other night that members
should he given an opportunity to visit some
of the group settlements to find out for them-
selves how they were progressing. His reply
was that members had had every oppor-
tunity. I have not had any such oppor-
tunity during the last two years. I made
several requests to the ex-Minister for Lands
that he should permit me to go with him
when he was visiting the groups. He pro-
mised that I could do so, but Mr. Angwin
was A busy man and probably did not
think of it when the opportuunity arose.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: A lot of the trouble
has arisen from too many members going to
the groups.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Members can go down
at any time.

Mr. ANGELO: That is what the Min-
ister said, but what is the good of going
down wnless we have n responsible officer
with us to explain the scheme and what is
heing done? If we go down individually, it
means that these valned officers will be
dragged awav from their jobs 50 times or
more. On the other hand, if one comprehen-
sive visit were arranged, they would be
dragged away but the once. As to the Peel
Estate, I have been around that area two
or three times but I have not been able to
find out what is happening there. I ecould
not find anyone to explain matters to me.
It is possible to go there without seeing very
much at all. Some time ago Mr. Angwin pro-
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duced some large heads of muaize that he
said had been grown on the Peel Estate. On
the tfollowing Sunday I went down fo see
where ithe maize had been grown, but could
not find the bolding. In fact, one man said
that the maize had not come from the estate
at all! That was rather disguicting.

The Minister for Mines: 1 saw the maize
there myself. It was Gft. high.

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad to know that
it was there. The present Minister for
Lands told me that if we could arrange for
a number of members to take the trip he
would make an officer availahle to explain
the scheme to us. We should have no difli-
culty in forming a party for that purpose.

Mr. J. H. Smith: In the Manjimup area
you can see maize growing 14ft, high.

Mr. ANGELO: Some criticism, by way
of a question, was indulged in rezarding the
despateh of the chairman of the Main Roads
Board overseas in order to learn his job. I
do not agree with the attitude adopted on
that point and [ am glad Mr. Tindale, who
is a good engineer, has been sent abroad.
What expericnce could he seenre of road-
making in Western Australia? To learn
the latest road-making methods it is neces-
sary to acquire the knowledge frowm those
who are making roads, and then compare the
varions methods so as to decide npon the
best. I am certain Mr. Tindale is not wast-
ing his time and that when he comes back,
the saving he will effect will far outweigh
the expense of his visit.

Myr. Davy: The eriticism was that the
Main Roads Board were pushing on with the
work before hiz return.

Mr. ANGELO: I was not referring to
the hon. member's criticism. There was also
an adverse cominent on the appointment of
an Engineer-in-Chief from outside Western
Australia. T fully concur in that appoini-
ment..

Mr. Sleeman: It was not so much the
appointment of the Engineer-in-Chief as of
the numerous other subsidiary officers.

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps some of those
could have been appointed from within the
State, but in a country such as Western Aus-
tralia, which depends so largely upon en-
gineering ability, we should be prepared io
pay to secure the best advice. We have lost
hundreds of thousands of pounds through
not having competent engineers. I am ecer-
tain the Wyndbam Freezing Works eould
have been erected for a quarter of the sum
that they cost, and that the £200,000 lost in
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the Fremantle harbour would not have gone
astruy had capable engineering knowledge
been available. I hope the Minister eontrol-
ling the road grants will never lose sight of
the tact that \WWestern Australia has received
assislance on the basis of area as compared

“with population, and that the North-West is

a very large area to which the same treat-
ment should apply.

My, Marshall: They got the money on the
arved plus population basis, but they bave not
allueated it on that basis.

Mr. ANGELQ: That is what I want them
to do. The arguments that enabled the Min-
ister for Works to get that quota for West-
ern Australin should not be forgotten when
he is allocating money for the vast areas of
the North, including the Murchison,

Mr. Marshall: [t is obvious that he has
overlooked that point, and will continue to
do so.

Mr. ANGELO: The Speech mentions the
new steamer on the North-West coast. She
is a very fine vessel indeed. I bhave been
travelling to the North for the last 40 years,
and so have had some experience of the
vessels on the coast. The “Koolinda” stands
alone as the most comfortable and service-
able we have ever had on the coast.

Mr. Sleeman: She beats all the private
enterprise boats.

Mr. ANGELO: I de not know that, with
the exception of the mail boats, there 15 any-
thing in Australian waters to compare with
her. T have heard some suggestion made
of trading concerns. I want again to say
that the State steamers are not a State trad-
ing concern. Ever since I have been in the
House T have contended that the Siate
steamers are developmental utilities.

Mr. Griffiths: Practically they represent
your railway.

Mr. ANGELO: 'That is so.

The Minister for Mines: Youn were in the
House when the State Trading Concerns Bill
was passed, and you insisted on the State
steamers being ineluded in that measure.

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing of the sort. Later
an amendment of the Aet was bronght down
to enable the then Government to sell the
State trading concerns. I gave notice of an
amendment that the State steamers and the
State ferries should be eut out of the
schedule. Had that heen done I could have
voted for the sale of the State trading con-
cerns except the steamers and ferries. That
is what the Minister is referring to.

The Minister for Mines: No.
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Mr. ANGELG: Yes. I gave notice of an
amendment that the State stecamers and
State ferries should be cut out of the
schedute. It was the only way to save
them if the Bill had passed.

The Minister for Mines: Were you not
in the House when the original Act was
passed?

Mr. ANGELQ : XNo, it was before my
time, Reverting to the “Koolinda,’ the
only thing I am afraid of is that they are
trying to make tvo much use of her,

Mr. Coverley : They are not makiuz
enough use of her.

Mr. ANGELO: They are trying to run
14 trips yearly, thus giving her only three or
four days spell in Fremantle. I am afraid
she will net be kept up to the mark if
they do that. That is why 1 think it so
necessary that we should have a second
vessel. It would give us a fortnight’s ser-
viece and more time for each hoat to be
overhauled in [‘remantle. Moreover, if
the vessel can stand it, I do not see how
the officers and men can stand it either,
for they are up every night and it is ne
holiday for them in Fremantle, beeause
they are unloading and loading when there.
Moreover, with two boats we conld have a
proper fortnightly service, which would per-
mit of the issue of return tickets. The last
two oceasions on which 1 have travelled by
the “Koolinda,” she left hundreds of bales
behind at Carnarvon because she was already
full. It shows how well she is justified.
Again, we have often heard it said that we
have not the officers and erews to run these
boats, If anyone wanis more competent
officers and better erews than are to be
found on the “Koolinda” and the “Kanga-
roo" he is pretty hard to satisfy,

Mr. Sleeman : There are plenty wmore
like them in Fremantle.

Mr. ANGELO: T daresay. On the last
trip severnl Nor'-Westers were aboard.
They had never travelled on a Btate
steamer before, having an objection on
principle. However, when they left the
“‘Koolinda’’ they all expressed themselves
as heing quite satisfied with her.

Mr. Coverley: She has made a lot of
eonverts.

Mr. ANGELO: One viewpoint stressed
by the member for Fremantle (Mr. Slee-
man) the other night, I cannot agree with.
ITe said we should drive off the Singapore
boats from our coast, or words to that

[ASSEMBLY.)

effect. .\s an old resident of the North 1
realise what we owe to those Singapore
hoats. But for them the people of the
North would have been very badly off
indeed.

Mr. Sleeman: They know what they owe
to us, too.

Mr, ANGELO: I do not think they have
made very much profit.

AMr, Marshall: During war time, when
there was not so much profit, they took the
hoats off ¢uickly enough.

Mr. ANGELO: They left us 76 per cent.
of their hoats.

Mr, Sleeman: Apparently you stand for
IMack labour,

Mr. ANGELO: The question is, can we
spare those boats frem our coast? I say
we cannot. At present the Singapore boats
are making a trip every week during the
cattle season, and there are four of them.
Then we have the “Kangarco” and the
“Koolinda,” or six boats per month in all.
How are we to replace the four Singapore
boats if we drive them off the coast? What
wonld the metropolitan market do for its
beef supply? We require to have at least
five State boats beforec we ean afford to lose
the four Singapore hoats. As for the
coloured labour, if we drive that away the
boats will go too, and then God help the
Nor'-West, and God help you people down
here who are dependent on the North for
vour heef. The member for TFremantle
made a point about the money spent in
Australia by the officers and men of the
State boats, as against the others. I think
every officer on the Singapore boats is a
married man and that all their families
live in Fremantle.

Mr. Sleeman: Iow many of them in all
are there?

Mr. ANGELO: T suppose each of the
hoats has 10 or 12 officers. And those hoats
are keeping up a jolly gnod connection with
Singapore and Java, which I do not think
the State boats ought to do; becanse if
they onee o past their own shores they
herome trading concerns. At present,
while exelusively nn our own cvast, they
are developmental utilities.

Mr, Clydesdale: And when they ecarry
onr produce up to Java they are not
developmental utilities!

My, ANGELO: There is nof very muel
being earried up there at present. Let us
get a seeond “Koolinda,” but do not let us
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do anything to drive away the Singapore
boats, for we want them all. Let us get
all the eargo and passengers that we can
for our State boats, but beyond that let us
do nothing to drive off the Singapore boats.
It may be easy enough to drive of Holt's
boats.

Mr. Davy: How could we drive off {hese
vessels, even if we wanted fo? It is not a
State function.

Mr, Sleeman : Neo, but it was on the
recommendation of the Leader of the
Qpposition, a State member, that the last
boat was granted permission to trade on
this coast.

Mr, ANGELO: We have seen the results
of the Navigation Aect in Tasmania and
other places, and I say we ought to let
sleeping dogs lie. By all means let us get
a second “Koolinda” I am hopeful that
all the steamers we can get will be re-
quired before very long. I was in Car-
narvon in July when a telegram arrived
stating that the result of the year’s finan-
cial operations was a surplns. I was very
much delighted with that, for I realised
the fine advertisement it was for Western
Australia to be able to tell the world that
after so many years of depression and
stroggling, cansed by the war and its
aftermath, we had been able to balanee
the ledger for the first time. Buf, listen-
ing to the Treasurer the other evening, I
began to get a little doubtful as to whether
we really did have a surplus. The first
item mentioned by him, which he acknow-
ledged to have taken into revenue, was
£58,000, the balance of the Coldfields
Water Supply loan.

The Minister for Railways: What would
you have done?

Mr. ANGELO: Left it in the sinking
fund, as would any other financier except a
political financier. It is a special fund
created to be set off against our loans. When
one particular loan happens to show a sur-
plus, why not leave that to be offset against
another loan that is short in its realisation?

The Minister for Railways: We had de-
ficits for vears because of our contributions
to that fund.

Mr. ANGELO: Previous Treasurers knew
there would be a surplus in that furd. Why
did not they prab it?

The Minister for Railwavs: Becanse they
eould not.

Mr. ANGELO: They could have stopped
paying in to the fund.
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Mr. Panton: No. A Bill was passed
through both Houses to allow of that being
done, but the Home authorities objected.

Mr. ANGELO: Ther why did not the
Treasurer nse it to set off against the aceu-
mulated defieit?

The Minister for Lands: YWhy not re-
joice?

My, ANGELQ: Because I do not think
the correct thing was done.

The Minister for Lands: You did not
want a surplus.

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing would please me
better than to kmow it was a genuine sur-
plus. I am beginning to doubt it.

The Minister for Lands: You are very
much disappointed.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier said that
owing to investments made by trustees the
surplus was ereated. ln June of last year
there was a surplas of £204,000 in respect
of this partienlar loan. Yet that comes
down to £38,000. Ii loocks to me as if there
has heen a tremendous sacrifice made to
get hold of the £58,000 in time to include it
in last vear's figures. Why not have left
the £204,000 in €he sinking fund? I am
certain that no financier would have done
what the Treosnrer did. The sinking fund
was created for a special purpose.

Mr. Panton: And that special purpose
was fulfilled.

Mr. ANGELO: But it was not intended
for a particular loan.

The Minister for Justice: There was a
specially heavy sinking fund of 3 per cent.
on that loan.

Mr. ANGELO: 1f the Premier wanted
to take that £58,000 out of the sinking fund
he should have put it against the deficit ip
the same way as he says he applied the
£200,000 ohtained from the Federzl Gov-
ernment.

The Jinister for Agrieulture:
would you have done?

Mr. ANGELOQ: Used it in the same way
as the £200,000 of Federal money was used
—=set it against the defieit.

Mr. Marshall: You assisted the finaneial
manceuvres of the Carnarvon meatworks,
and they have closed down.

Mr, ANGELO: They never operated and
s0 thev could not have closed down. The
Minister knows that those meat works were
erected on the strong advice of departmental
officers,

The Minister for Agrienlture: On your
advice. TYou approved them.

What
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Mr. ANGELO: What I asked the Gov-
ernment to do was to send up the most
competent officials they had to report
whether the works ought to be built and, if
s0, to select a site and suggest designs.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is very
unfortnnate that everything up there, such
as fish works, ete, has been a failure.

Mr. ANGELOQ: I did not have the slight-
est band in any fish works, and the Minister
knows it.

Mr. Marshall: You did not discover until
recently that you had so many sharks up
there.

Mr. ANGELO: L have become accuns-
tomed to sharks in the last few years, Take
the item of £150,000 that should have
been paid to the sinking fund trustees.
I cannot make out whether that has been
debited fo interest or not.

The Minister for Agriculture: What would
vou have done with the Primary Producers’®
Bank?

Mr. ANGELO: I should certainly not
huve anticipsted some other arrangement
with another bank to carry me over and
refrain from paying the interest due. Speak-
ing on this item, the Premier told us that
general revenue did not benefit by that sum
of £150,000. He said it bad been placed
in the suspense account to meet losses that
we were bound to have on aecount of group
settlement. Then the following diseussion
occurred :—

The Leader of the Opposition: Where did
you dehit it?

The Premier: It has been set aside,

The Leader of the Oppesition: Held in sus-
" pense?

The Premicr: In a suspense account.

The Leader of the Opposition: Where did
you get it?

The Premier: We huve refrained from pay-
ing the amount.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
not paid it into revenue.

Mr. ANGELQ: But what is it debited to?

The Minister for Agriculture: It is put
in a suspense aceount.

Mr. Panton: Put in a jam tin.

Mr. ANGELO: But where did you get it?

Mr. Panten: You want to know too much.

Mr. ANGELO: At a later stage in the
debate the following diseussion ensued:—

The Leader of the Opposition: I think the
Premier cannot have debited this £150,000 to
the interest bhill; otherwise the interest bill
wonld he greater.

The Premier: No, it was not paid.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Leader of the Oppesitivn: It was not
paid to the sinking fund trustees; it is just
held in suspense. Tt remains, of course, in the
reveunue,

The Premier: It does unot benefit revenue.
Stil) later, the Leader of the Opposition fur-
ther questioned the Premier as follows:—

The Leader of the Opposition: Then where
did the Premier debit the amount?

The Premier: I say that the general revenue
did not benefit by the £150,060.

My. Panton: Did youn take all that down
in shorthand?

Mr. ANGLELO: What do members make
of it?

My, Grifliths: A good old smoke sereen.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier estimated that
his interest bill last year would be £212,000
more than that of the preceding year, buf
as a matter of fact it was £3,000 less. Con-
sequently the Premier paid in  interest
£215,000 less than was paid in the previous
year. Would that have happened if the
£150,000 had been debited? I contend it
would not. Last year the Premier was called
a prophet bhecause he got within a few
thousand pounds of his estimate, but here on
this one item of interest he is out £215,000.
I should like the Premier’s assurance that
the £150,000 was debited as it should have
been dehited. He may have put it into a
suspense  account in anticipation of the
agreement with the Federal Government.

The Minister for Justice; The Premier
will tell you the whole system of finance
when he brings down the Budget.

The Minister for Agriculture: But you
will not understand it.

Mr, ANGELO: I cannot understand this.

The Minister for Agrienlture: We cannot
understand your methods,

Mr. ANGELQ: I admit that I cannot un-
derstand this. I have a knowledge of finanve
extending over more than 20 years. I was
in a bank for a good many years and
amongst the positions I held was that of
bank manager. Still, I eonfess that I have
not much knowledge of politieal finance.

The Minister for Agriewltare: But you
have other knowledge.

Mr. ANGELO: I should like to know.
whether the £150,000 has been debited to the
interest account as it should have heen, If
it has not been so debited, I consider theve
has heen a breach of faith with the trustees
of the sinking fund and the publir of West-
ern Australia.  The suggested] agreement
with the Federzl Governmert bas not get
been rafified by IParliament, and it would be
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quite wrong for the Premier to anticipaie
the ratification of an agreement and suspend
the payment ot £150,000 to the sinking fund.

The Minister for Justice: It has nof been
suspended at all.

Mr. ANGELO: Then where the dickens
is it? Tt is not shown in the interest ac-
count.

The Minister for Agvieulture: It is where
the profit in the mica proposition is.

My, ANGELO: It is all very well to
drag the mica fieids, red herrings and other
fishy things across the trail, but that will
not satisfvy me. T want to know where the
£150,000 is.

Mg, Panton:
You.

AMr. ANGELO: 1f it has just been held
in the revenue, it might have to be paid this
year, and if that is so, instead of there being
a surplus of £28,000, that item alene would
make a deficit of £122,000.

Mr. Clydesdale; That is what is annoy-

We are not going to tell

ing vou.
Mr. ANGELO: Not a bit of it. The
Government have £2,250,000 of Federal

money for which they are paying 1 per cent.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tor what
purpose, groups?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. The Government
arc charging the group settlers 6 per cent.
for that money.

The Minister for Agriculture:
wetting nofbing for it

Mr. ANGELO: Bat the Government are
debiting it up to the settlers and erediting
revenue.

We arve

The Minister for Agriculiure: Debiting
it up?
Mr. ANGELO: Will the Minister tell

me the Government are not geiting 6 per
eent.”?

The Minister for Agrienlture: We are
not getting it. YWhat von call an inferest
concession does not exist. Jf is lost and
rone.

Mr. ANGELO: DBut last vear the Trea-
sury must have debited those people with
6 per cent, interest amounting to £133,000
and for that the Government are paying 1 per
eent., which is £22,500. Where is the £110,-
000 difference? I hope that is held in suspense
aecount and has not been taken into revenue.
As the Leader of the Opposition pointed
out, the Premier received £189,000 more
than he oxpected under the heading of re-
jmbursements, and paid out less in interest
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and sinking fund by £215000. That is a
difference of £405,000. The Leader of the
Opposition wound np hiz speech by asking
the Premier to explain the position frankly,
and I certainly hope that will be done.

AMr. Clydesdale: Ag clear as mud.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier also claimed
that by placing £200,000 of the Federal
grant to cover the reduction of 33 1/3vd per
cent. in the income tax, he had lost £30,600.
He said the reduction had cost him £250,000,

The Minister for Justice: He certainly
got £250,000 less by way of taxation.

My, ANGELO: T admit that, but he
admitted that the income tax receipts

amounted to only £345,000, so that his loss
was only £172,000.

The Minister for Agriculture: We an-
ticipate getting a greater amount from in-
come tax every vear.

Mr. ANGELO: That is what the Ire-
niier said he actually received. The figures
show  that the Premier, by taking the
£200,000, made £28,000, In short, he made
his surplus out of the £200,000 that he set
aside to cover the rednetion of inecome tax.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: What about the
dingoes?

Mr. ANGELO: _Another thine I should
like to know is how the other £200,000 of
the £360,000 of Federal money has been
dealt with. That was to have eome off the
deficit. T shouid Iike the Premier to tell us
whether it was eredited to the amount al-
ready funded or taken off the bank deficit,
or just how if was dealt with.

Mr. Griffiths:  Was it not to come off
the funded deficit?

Mr. ANGELO: We were promised that
the £€260,000 was to come off the deficit and
I want to know how it was applied. The
other £38,000 from the sinking fund should
have been applied in the same way. The
sinking fund was ¢reated as a set-off against
the State’s indebtedness. While the Ire-
mier admitted having received more revenue
by £1,500,000 than the Mitchell Government
received in their last year of office, he was
able to show an alleged surplus of
ouly £28,000. The year 1922 was the
peakk year of the deficit, and the short-
age in revenue was Lhen £732,000. Thax
was the time when, thanks to Sir
James  Mitchell’s hold  poliey of de-
velopment and inereased production, the
State turned the finaneial e¢orner. In the
following year Sir James reduced the defieit
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to £405,000, and mn his last year of oflice he
got it down to ¥229,000. That meant that
the deficit was reduced at the rate of
£225,000 a year.

The Minister for Justice:
done the same,

AMr. ANGELO: Yet the present Premier
acknowledges that he received nearly
£2,000,000 more in the way of revenue than
Sir James Mitchell received in his last year
of office, and all that ecan be shown is a
surplus of £28,000. On the results achieved
by Sir James JAlitchell and at the same rate
of progress the present Preruier should have
a sarplus this vear of £400,000.

The Minister for Lands:
super tax.

The Minister for Railways:
cent.

Mr. ANGELGO: That was mighty small
when it comes to a question of millions.

The Minister for Raitways: Take 15 per
cent. on a million.

Mr. Davy: Why on a million? We never
have a million in taxation,

The Minister for Railways: It was oft
every tax, not only the income tax

Mre. Davy: What else was it off?

Mr, ANGELO: The Treasurer, whilst ack-
nowledging receipt of a bigger revenue,
elaimed that its veceipt also meant higher ex-
penditure. That is correct up to a certain
point. When a Lusiness inereases and the
receipts become greater, the overhead charges
gencrally remain the same. In the case of
this State there is the same Parliament, there
are the same departments, and the same
heads of departments.

The Minister for Railways: How much has
the same Parliament cost us?

My, ANGELO: Mighty little. The whole
cost of Parliament is only a flea bite. There
are the same heads of departments, and prac-
tieally the same civil serviee.

The Minister for Lands: Look at all the
advantages aceruing from medical serviees,
education, hospitals, charities, ete.

Mr. ANGELO: The cost of these does not
run into £1,800,000.

The Minister for Lands: Then there are
the police, the eivil service and teachers, and
S0 on.

Mr. ANGELO: By this time we should
bave seen n surplus of £400,000, that is tak-
ing it at the same rate of interest and the
same rate of progress as was achieved by
the previous Government in the last three

We could have

You had the

Of 15 per
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years of administration. There are lean
years and fut years. We have to provide for
the lean years. We have had two or three
good years lately in this part of the State.
If we ean build up a little surplus and ecatch
up some of the leeway, we should do so. [
am disappointed that the surplus was not
greater. 1f T were satisfied that the £28,000
surplus was a true and genuine one, it would
not be so had.

Mr. Clydesdale: How does it compare
with the other States?

Mr. ANGELO: I am not comparing i}
with the other States, but with what was
achieved by the previous Government that
was in power. It is right that the Treasurer
should give us a frank explanation to ¢lear
up these points, more especially as to the
item, £150,000. If that has not been debited
to interest and is still kept in revenue it is a
linbility for this year, should the agreement
not be confirmed by Parliament. It is only
fair to the people of the State that a full
explanation should be given as to these
amounts, and that we shounid know exactly
where we are with regard to last year’s fig-
ures.

On motion by Mr. Panton, debate ad-

jonrned.

Houge adjourned at 10.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

(n motion by Hon. J. Cornell, leave of
absenee  for  (lree  consecutive  sittings
eranted to Hon. J. E. Dodd on the eround
of urzent private husiness.



